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INTRODUCTION. 



rpHE tmdenigned has resided in the dty of Wash-^ 
-^ ington for more than the third of a century. 
Owing to his continnons connection with the press, 
either as editor, or correspondent and Congres- 
sional reporter, he was a witness of many of the 
things related in this book. He is aware there are 
omissions of not a few interesting beta; but to 
carefully prepare them wonid require more time 
than he could spare from his rqpilar bunness pur- 
suits, and to print them would extend this work 
beyond the limits of a single yolume. 

When the author first* came to this dty, the 
travel between Bjftltimore and Washington was 
by stage, the journey occupying all the hours from 
ttke rising to the setting of the sun of the longest 
summer-day. But toward the close of that year — 
1884 — the railroad connecting the two cities was 

completed. 
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>▼ UfTBODUCnON. 

The piiptilatioii of WMhington wm then about 
thirty thoufluid ; now, it is at least one hundred 
and ten thousand souls. With the increase of in- 
habitants, there have been not only such improve- 
ments as their necessities required, but those which 
the in cre a s ing business of the General Ooremment 
demanded ; therefore, we can all point with pride 
to our grand puUie buildings, while the permanent 
dwellers in Washington can congratulate them- 
ssItss thai the designation of 'Hbe dty of mag- 
nillcent distances^* will soott be tio longer applicable 
to this locaUty. 
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RECOLLECTION OF MEN AND THINGS. 



CHAPTER I. 
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JACKSON'S ABMIHIflTRATIOir^THB PAKIO BBBBIOir — THB 
POIJTIOAL FUBNAGB — POKDingBS* POR TALKHIO — SZBI- 
Binoirs OF YIOLBNGB— BBUBEK M. WHITHST— HOW HB 
WAS TBSATBD BY BAILIB PXTTON AND BJOfBT A. WIBB— 
HABMLBBS PUBLB — " HOyOBABLEB ** — Fhni C VWn CT THB 
"bear OABDEK"— THB ATTBMFT TO SHOOT JAOKSOir— 
APRINTBBS' OOLLBOB^PBIirrBBS' BIOT^BAT KILLnfOl 
^PULLDTO JACKSON'S N06B ^ BABTHQUAKB — A FBW 
WORDS ABOUT THB *' OLD HBRO." 

IT was daring the excitement in 1834, growing out 
of the United States Bank question, that I came to 
Washington. The political furnace was in full blast. 
The friends of President Jackson regarded the Bank 
of the United States as a political means by whidi to 
overthrow our liberties^ while his enemies neglected no 
opportunity to stigmatice him as a tyrant 

At that time there was no ''hour rule" in the House 
of Representatives. The period of sixty minutes was 
not considered suffidentlj long for a member to vent 
hb views abont anj question which might be open to 
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dditte. Therefere, it was not unnsual for a member 
to Bpeak daring tWo or three dajre, e8|ieoially on the 
financial qneation. It seemed to be necesnary that the 
oonetitnency sbonld have a surfeit of words from the 
r ep r esen tative, as if to establish the (kd that his lungs 
were in a sound condition^ and that he was not a silent 
member I Now, there is an ''hour rule'' in the 
House, which gives to all the members a share of the 
time, excepting when a majoritj choose to apply the 
garrote of ** the previous question," and thus choke off 
all discussion, as frequently happens, even on impor- 
tant measures. 

The violence of Congressional politicians Was often 
exhibited in committee-rooms. 

In February, 1837, Reuben M. Wliitney was ar- 
raigned before the House of Representatives for con- 
tempt, in refusing to attend, when required, before a 
committee of investigation into the administration of 
the Executive office. His excuse was that he could 
not obey the summons without exposing himsel f thereby 
to outrage and violence in the committee-room. On 
examination at the bar of the House, Mr. Fairfield, 
of Maine, a member of the committee, afterward a 
Senator from, and Governor of that State, testified to 
the actual fints. It appeared that Mr. Bailie Peyton, 
of Ten ne s see, a member of the committee, regarding a 
oertain answer in writing by Mr. Whitney to an inter- 
rogatory propounded by him as oflfenstve, broke out 
b the wmtis, ''Mr. Chairman, I wish you would in- 
ibm this witness that he is not to insult me in his 
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answers ; if he does, I will take his life on the spot.'* 
The witness, rtsing, claimed the protection of the com- 
mittee ; on which Mr. Peyton exclaimed, ** You sha'n't 
speak ; you sha'nH say one word while you are in this 
room; if you do, I will put you to death." Mr. 
Henry A. Wise, the cliaimian of the committee, then 
intervened, saying, *' Yes, this insolence is insufferable." 
Soon afler, Mr. Peyton, observing that the witness was 
looking at him, cried out, '* His eyes are on me ; he is 
looking at me — he sha'n't do it — he sha'n't look at 
roe ! " These exclamations were accompanied by re- 
peated curses and other profiine language. 

Mr. Wise himself, in a speech, made the admission, 
that he was armed witli deadly weapons, saying : '' I 
watched the motion of that right arm, (of the wit- 
ness,) the elbow of which could be seen by me, and 
had it moved one inch he had died on the spot This 
was my determination." 

Mr. Whitney came to Washington by invitation of 
the Jaclcson politicians, and was an efficieut co-worker 
with them in overthrowing the Bank of the United 
States; furnishing much data from its books, (he 
having previously been a director of that institution,) 
in order to show its alleged corruptions ; and oontri- 
•buting editorial articles to the ''Olobe" newspaper to 
the same end. 

Many of the members were exceedingly bitter in 
their resentments; and, as a consequence, challenges 
were passed to engage in the duello. It was seldom 
that any of the parties were hurt, as, not unfrequently,- 
the rifles contained only powder and wad I 
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There was a diiferenoe between memben of Con- 
greai^ as between all other human-kind in the matter 
of ''aatia&otion.'' They were, bj compliment, or 
oonrteqTy styled ^ honorabloy" or ^ Hon./' and.this pre- 
fix was never omitted faj those who wished to obtain 
or preoe rv e their friendship. Owing to this difierenoey 
not a taw were too impatient to await the slow process 
of ''arrangement;'' and therefore they followed offen- 
sive wofcb with 6<6iof. Booh scenes, a third of a cen- 
tury ago, were frequent, but it is not remembered that 
anything more formidable than a cane or an honorable 
fist was used in these diversions; although occasion- 
ally a pistol was exhibited as an intimidatorl The 
House acquired the name of '' Bear Gardeui" owing 
to the frequent disgraceful exhibitions. 

On the twenty-ninth of January, 1835, an occur- 
rence took place which produced, naturally, a great 
sensation. As President Jackson, at the ceremony of 
the funeral of the Hon. Warren B. Davis, of South 
Carolina, came to the portico of the Oapitol, from the 
rotunda, a person stepped forward from the crowd into 
the space in front of the President, and snapped a 
pistol at him, the percussion-cap of which exploded 
without igniting the ohaige. This person was struck 
down by n blow from Lieutenant Qedney, of the Navy, * 
who happened to be near. He also received a blow 
promptly aimed at him by Secretary Woodbury ; but 
belbre he met this one, he snapped a second pistol at 
the Ptaident, the a^ of which likewise exploded 
without igniting the charge. The perpetrator of this 
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daring outrage was, of ooune, immedialdy seeared, 
and taken into custody by the Marshal for the Diatrici 
of Columbiai by whom he was carried to the City Hall, 
where he underwent an examination before Chief Jot* 
tice Cranch. His name was Ri<diard LaMnrenoei bj 
trade a painter, and a resident of Washington. The 
witnesses who appeared before the judge, were Score* 
taries Woodbury and Dickerson ; Mr. Burd, a repre- 
sentative from Pennsylvania; Mr. Randolph, Sergeant- 
at-arms of the House of Representatives ; Mr. Kingman, 
one of the reporters of the National Intelligencer, and 
Lieutenant Gedney. The pistols, which had been se- 
cured by Mr. Burd, were of brass, and on examination 
in court were found to be well loaded with powder 
and ball. 

Lawrence declined making any explanation of his 
conduct. Bail was demanded in the sum of one 
tlipusand dollars; for want of which, the prisoner 
was committed to jail. 

While on his way from the Capitol to the Mar- 

shaFs office, in answer to the question as to his motive, 

he said, he intended to kill President Jackson, because 

Jackson had killed his iatheir. When asked how, he 

made no response. His acquaintances said, that he 

thought himself entitled to be king or governor of 

this country, and that he brooded over the notion 

that Jackson stood in his way. It was also asserted 

that he had declared he was Richard the Third, 

King of England and America. The bojrs, therefore, 

gave him the nickname of '' Richard the Third.'' He 
2* B 
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Slid lo his sisiery who called at the jail to see him, 
that it was all rights and that Gkneral Jackson was 
• his servant, bat had not done as he wished, and for 
this reason he ought to be panished. 

The editor of the ^ Globe," and other Democratio 
editOTBy sought to make political capital oat of the oo- 
oorrence. Senator Poindezteri a prominent Whig 
from Mississippi, was accused of stimnlating the at- 
tack; but the report of a Congreesional committee 
dispelled all imputation. 

Lawrence was tried for the oflTence; but it appearing 
that he was insane, he was sent to the asylum for such 
unfortunates, where, several years ago, he di^. 

During General Jackson's second term, he laid the 
oomer-stone of '' Jackson City," on the Virginia side 
of the Potomac River, opposite to Washington. There 
was a great parade on the occasion. The dealers in 
'' comer-lots " appeared in large numbers, among the 
thousands of spectators. 

Although a third of a century has passed since timt 
day, no improvements are apparent — not even in the 
small tavern for ^ man and horse." The low flat is 
still the abode of the aborigines — the frogs. It 
would bo difficult even to find the comer-stone of 
the(%. 

In the &11 of 1834, Duff Green, the editor and pub- 
lisher of ^ The Telegraph," issued a circular, addressed 
to the Southern public^ proposing to establish a 
^ Printers' College," in which apprentices were to be 
educated at '^ the case," for the editorial and medical 
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professions ; the principal featare being to rear nalli- 
fication editorsy subject to his command. Duff Oreen 
was the organ of Mr. Oalhouui and the exponent of 
the nuUifioataon doctrine. He set forth, in a plausi- 
ble way, the advantages of his proposed institution, 
and urgently appealed to his party-friends for assist- 
ance. The printers in his office, however, did not 
appreciate his scheme; apprehensive that, if carried 
into execution, it would damage the craft, they unani- 
mously '' turnedout," or ''struck," against his enterprise. 
They returned to work on his announcement that he 
had surrendered the undertaking. But he again put 
forth his views in another form, and for a similar pur- 
pose; and the printers again applied to him a dose of 
his own nullification phj^tie. Some accommodation was 
effected, when the malcontents returned to their work. 

Mr. Oreen, or Duff Green, as he was generally 
called, carried on his printing operations, including 
'' The Telegraph " and the public work, on B Street, 
north, between Ninth and Tenth Streets, west; but 
removed in the fiill of 1S34, to what is now known as 
Carroll Place; which was, during the late war, a part 
of the old Capitol prison. * And there, another ^ turn 
out" disturbed the operations of the printing estab- 
lishment ; not on account of the ** Printers' College," 
but because of an attempt to introduce the ''two- 
thirds " system of compensation. There was, in this 
case, no reconciliation between the strikers and the 
proprietor. 

This last strike has almost been forgotten; but 
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•ome of the inciclents of it may here be revived, as a 
matter of induttrial, as well as politioa] history. 
Frauds P. Bhuri Sr., was the editor of the '' Daily 
Globei'' and Oales A Scaton were the editors of the 
^Natiomd Intelligencer;'' the former paper, the or- 
gan of General Jackson ; the latter, the Whig expo- 
nent; and ''The Telegraph" was in the interest of 
Mr. Oalhoun. 

Aooordingly, a triangular editorial fight was con- 
stantly in progress. The Globe and the Intelligencer, 
while opposed in politics, joined forces, as if by com- 
mon consent, to make war on Duff Green. Therefore, 
it was no wonder that both of them should advocate 
the cause of the strikers. They opened their columns 
lo the insurgents, and editorially assisted them to dam- 
age the proprietor of the ''Telegraph." The files of that 
day show that the printers, in well-written documents, 
opposed the Printers' College, and sent forth their 
views and warnings against its alleged iniquity. Fre- 
quent meetings with reference ta the last strike were 
held by the printers, who were consolidated in their 
movements ; and so furious was the opposition to Duff 
Green, that the public peace was disturbed by the ear- 
nest workings of the craft. A fight between the reg- 
ulars and the ''rats'' occurred; and the result was the 
arrest of the ringleaders of the "regular " printers, who 
were lodged in jail. There they remained for perhaps 
a week. After trial, they were pardoned by President 
Jackson; whether from motaves of kindness, or from 
opposition lo Duff Green, is a question not material to 
die Ustoiy of those times. 
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The ''rats '* were men who bad taken the ^ regu- 
lars' " plaoes. Many of them were importations from 
South CSarolina and other parts of the South. 

The printers appointed ''Rat-Killing CommitteeSi'' 
whose business it was to damage those who bad taken 
their places in the " Telegraph " establishment Some 
of the regulars who were designated members of these 
oommitteeSy were not enthusiastio^ had no heart in the 
work| were not impatient to crack crowns with big 
sticks, and avoided collisions ; and even those who had 
" a mind to business,'' won no laurels and took no 
scalps in that campaign I 

In the course of a veiy few years the "Telegraph ^ 
newspaper deceased. 

A friend has related to me the following inoidentS| 
about the " nose-pullmg/' and in relation to "an 
earthquake." 

JDuring the month of May, 1833| (General Jackson 
was invited to lay the oomcr-stone of the monument 
to Mary, the mother of Washington^ at Fredericks- 
burg, Virginia. The steamboat Sidney was chartered 
to convey tliither a large and distinguished company, 
including President Jackson and several members of 
the Cabinet While the boat was stopping at Alex- 
andria, to receive additional passengersi among those 
who came on board was Lieutenant B. B. Randolph, 
Ute of the Navy. He made his way into the cabin, 
where the President was sitting reading a newspaper, 
and advanced as if to address him, beginning to draw 
off his gloves. The President^ not knowing him| 
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and inppoaiDg it was ■ome person about to talnte 
him, and teeing the difficulty in getting off his gloves, 
stretched ibrth his hand, sajingi ^* Never mind joor 
glove, sir,'' Randolph had then disengaged hjs gloves, 
and thmst one hand violently in his fiKse, saying, '' I 
came to pall jonr nose ; " bat before he could make 
use of the other, he received a blow from 8. Chesley 
Potter, of Pennsylvania, a clerk in one of the depart- 
ments, with an umbrella. Almost at the same time 
two gentlemen in the cabin sprang upon him, and he 
was palled back and thrown down. 

The moment he was assailed, the President seised 
his cane, which was lying on the table, and sought to 
force his way between the gentlemen who surrounded 
Bandolph, insisting that no man should stand between 
him and the villain who had assaulted him, and that 
he would chastise him himscU. Bamlolph, by this 
time, had been borne toward the door of the cabin, 
and pushed through it to the deck. He made his way 
from the crowd, and reacheSl the wharf. He stayed for 
a few moments at a tavern in Alexandria, ^ to take a 
drink,'' and then passed on beyond the District l.ne, 
and thus escaped. 

The alfiur was of only a few moments' duration. 

The grand jury, then in session at Alexandria, found 
a praentment agpdnst him. The conrt issued a bench- 
warranl A magistrate had previously issued a war- 
rant, but Randolph was bqrond the reach of an arrest. 

The President returned to Washington the next 
day, meeting at Alexandria and in this dty a num* 
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ber of oitisensy who paid him the respect doe to his 
station^ and testified their disapprobation of the treat- 
ment he had experienoed while on the boat 

As fiur as could be ascertained| not a human being 
besides himself knew of Randolph's intention. He 
was hurried from the boat by gentlemen present^ to 
prevent him firom being killed on the spot^ and not 
with any design of assisting him to escape. 

Randolph had been an acting purser in the Navy, 
and temporarily succeeded Mr. Timberlake, the first 
husband of Mrs. Eaton. Jackson had dismissed him 
from the Navy owing to some diflbmlty or complication 
in his accounts. 

Toward the dose of August, 1833, ** the earth was 
feverish and did shake,'* in this and the adjoining 
counties of Maryland and Virginiai and even beyond 
them. At the stone-qunrrios in StaiFord Countyi the 
workmen said '* the rocks had the fever and ague.** 
Several shocks were felt during the day. At Freder- 
icksburg they were accompanied by a loud rumbling 
noise, and very much alarmed the inhabitants. Thdr 
course was from west to east. ^ The coal-pits at Dover, 
in Virginia, were somewhat injured firom the same 
cause. 

The first time I saw General Jackson, was on the 
occasion of a balloon ascension, in the summer of 1834. 
Nicholas J. Asli was the aeronaut He and I had been 
children together, in the same neighborhood; but, 
judging from his profession, his ambition soared higher 
than my own-— to thedoudsl Theold herowasata 
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window at the White Honse, and waved his hand in 
adiea to the vajfOffeWf who, in retnnii flaunted two 
miniatare flags, and breathed faintly heard hazsas. 

General Jaokaon was very warm and sociable in 
private life. His habit was, after dbner with friends, 
to retire with them to the drawing-room. Usually, 
aboat nine o'clock, he gave the signal for separation, 
fay ordering wine for the gnests, and Jemmy (yNeil, 
his servant, to bring his pipe for himself. 

He was a good friend to Washington, and did much 
to improve it as the National Metropolis. Before he 
left here, on the seventh of Mardi, for the Hermitage, 
the municipal authorities waited on him, and in their 
address thanked him for the interest he had always 
maniftsted in the aflairs of the city, and expressed 
their earnest hopes that in his retirement to private 
life be might live to enjoy many years of uninterrupted 
happiness, in the repose so necessary and so desirable 
after his long service in the various perilous, respon- 
sible, and honorable employments, which had been 
confided to him by the American people. 

Qeneral Jackson replied, that he deserved their 
thanks rather for what he intended to do than for 
what he had done. Nothing could be more gratify- 
ing to him dian this mark of respect He recipro- 
cated their kind feeling, and presented to the citizens 
of Washington, through them, his best regards, and 
prayers for thor happiness both here and hereafter. 
He then bade them an affectionate fkrewdl. 

Before the accession of Andrew Jackson to the 
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PreBidenoy, the Postmatter-Qeneral was looked upoo as 
the head of a bareaa, bat that President invited Mr. 
Barry to a seat in his Cabinet meetings. Since that 
time the head of the Post-Offioe Department has been 
considered a regular member of tlie Cabinet 

John Marshalli Chief-Jnstioe of the Supreme Coart 
of the United States, died in 1835. He had presided 
in that capacity from 1801| a period of thirty-four 
years. Boger B. Taneyi of Maryland| was appointed 
as his successor, March 15thy 1836| and Salmon P. 
Chase in Deoemberi 1864| to fiU the vacancy occasioned 
by the death of Mr* Taney. 

s 
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IVAUOUftATIOV OP MAKTIK YAH BUSBV— THB GABIVBT — 
XZTBAtBBHOV OF OOVO&nB— BLBOnOMB OT THE H0U8B 

— TIYA YOGI, WHY BTABLDHBD — BMSBST ABY WOOI>- 
BUBY ABD TRB AGENT OY THE STATE DEPOSIT BABKS— 
THE BIO GHEEBE— POUnOAL BITTBBHESB— AH IBBTAHOE 

— IHSULT TO SPBAKBB POLK — THE CILLBY DUEL— AH 
"HOHOBABLB" PBOPOSmOH TO SHOBTBH THE DISTAHOE 



THEOOMBATAHTB— APAIB PIORT— OOHDEMHA- 
TIOH OP DUELUHO— AHTI-DUBLUHO LAW— XZOITEMENT 
OP THE POUnOAL OAMPAIOH— MODES OP WABPABE— 
WHIG TBIUMPH — MAHHKBS OP MB. YAH BUBEH— HOW 
HE BHGBIYBD THE HEWS OP RU DEPBAT— AHEODOTE OP 
MB. CLAY. 

IN anticipatioii of the inaagantion of Martin Van 
Baren, a great oonooarse of strangers from all parts 
of the Union flocked to Washington. There was dif- 
ficulty in aonommodating them at the hoteb and board- 
ing-hooses. 

On the fimrth of Mardi, 1837| a procession was 
ftmied and proceeded to the CSapitol. The President 
deci wasy as is usual on such occasions^ accompanied 
hf the out-going Ptesident 

The y ice-PresideDi dect^ Oolonel Ridiard M. John- 
•oui of Keotnckji was dulj installed in the Senate 
CSiamber. 

The deliYerjr of the Inaugural Address^bj Mr. Van 
Boren, on the eastern portico of the CSapitol, concluded, 
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the oath of office was administered by the Chtef-Jns- 
ttce of the United States. National salutes were fired| 
and the President and Ex-President returned to the 
Executive Mansion, attended by the eorUge which had 
aooompaniod them to the Gapttol| and whither an 
immense crowd of citiEcns repaired, to offer their salu- 
tations to the new President, and take leave of his pre- 
decessor. The representatives of foreign governments 
also attended, and through Mr. Calderon, the Spanish 
Minister, tendered their congratulations to the Presi- 
dent in an appropriate and impressive address. 

In the evening there was a brilliant ball at CSarusi's 
Saloon, which the President and the Vice-President^ 
attended, with a number of senators and representa- 
tives, the heads of the departments, many military and 
naval officers, and all the members of the foreign lega- 
tions, in the official costumes of their several functions 
and countries. The presence of the fiur sex was a 
brilliant feature of the assembly. 

The parfy separated soon i^fler the President and 
his immediate friends retired, without any eiroum- 
stances of alloy to the pleasant associations. 

Mr. Van Buren chose for his Cabinet: Secretary 
of State, John Forsyth ; Secretary of the Treasury, 
Levi Woodbury; Secretary of War, Joel R. Poinsett; 
Secretary of the Navy, first, Malilon Dickerson, and 
next, James K. Paulding; Postmaster-General, Amos 
Kendall, and afterward, John M. Niles. 

In May, 1837, President Van Buren issued his 
proclamation oonvokbg an extraordinary session of 
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CoDgreny to oommenoe on the fint Monday of Sep- 
tember following. 

James K. Polk was elected Speaker faj a miyority 
of three or four votes ; but when the Prendent, in his 
messigei recommended to both Houses his Sub-Treasury 
adiemOi trouble at once broke out in the Democratio 
party. A bill to establish the system was introduced 
In the Senate and passed ; but it was defeated in the 
House (which had so recently elected Mr. Polk) by 
thirteen minority. 

Mr. Calhoun, who had opposed. Mr. Van Bureui 
declared himself in fevor of the bill| which Mr. Clay 
aa earnestly opposed. 

The debate in both Houses was not only ablci but 
Aeroely spirited. 

In the course of time, however — in July, 1840 — 
the bill became a law. 

On the twelfth and final ballotingi Thomas Allen, 
editor of ''The Madisonian,^ was elected Printer to the 
House, over the Van Buren candidates, Blair and 
Bives. 

The elections were, at that day, by ballot ; but as 
thia mode aflPorded a covert to disafiected members, 
the leading Democrats immediately set about the work 
of substituting for it the viva voce method, by which 
the true political oharaotera of the representatives were 
thus made known. The success of thdr efibrt oontinues. 

After the removal, fay Jackson, of the government 
depoaiti from the Bank of the United States, and pre- 
vious to the Sub-Treasury system, the publki Ainds 
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were placed in the oostodj of what the Whig9 called 
*' Pet Banks/' or State institutions. 

The Treasury Department was in the row of houses 
directly opposite to Wtllard's Hotel, having been 
temporarily located there after the burning of the 
Treasury buildingi which was on the site of the present 
larger and more substantial structure. Secretary 
Woodbury was in constant communication with Reu- 
ben M. Whitney, who occupied a room adjoining his 
own. He was the agent of the banks. He furnished 
all the financial articles to the editorial columns of the 
** Daily Globe.'' The establishment of the Sub-Treasury, 
system rendered his services no longer necessary. 

President Tyler appointed him Register of the 
Land Office. His health began to decline. He suf- 
fered with an affection of the throat, from the effects 
of which he died soon after President Polk's inaugu- 
ration. 

It was the custom for some of Mr. Van Bnrcn's 
New York country friends to annually send him a 
cheese — a monster cheese. On one occasion the Pres- 
ident directed that a cheese should be cut up and dis- 
tributed to the great crowd at one of the public recep- 
tions. This liberality was not productive of an agree- 
able result, for the crumbs were scattered over the 
splendid carpet of the East Room, and trodden undei^- 
foot; and, besides, the chairs and other articles of fur- 
niture were considerably soiled by the greasy sub- 
stance. From that day to this, no. more cheese has 
been distributed at publk) receptions. 
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Ai an instftDoe of the political bitterness existbgin 
those dajSy it may be mentioned, that, after an adjonm- 
ment of the Honse, as Sfieaker Polk was on his waj 
to hia lodgingSi he happened to meet Mr. Henry A« 
Wise, who was walking in the opposite direction, 
WisCi after making an ugly hce, spat at liim ; Polk 
passed on as though he had encountered no such as- 
sailant These ftots becoming knowni Wise's friends 
raised the cry of *^ coward" against Polk — because 
he was opposed to duelling, and had no desire to kill 
any one, nor that anybody should kill him I 

Duels were of frequent occurrence; and the one 
whidi sent a thrill of horror through the country was 
fought by William J, Graves, of Kentucky, and Jon- 
athan Cilley, a new member from the Stale of Maine. 
The particulars are as follows: 

Mr. Cilley, in a speech in the House of Beprssent- 
atives, in February, 1838, charged that James Wat- 
aon Webb, the editor of the '' New York Courier and 
Enquirer,'' had received a bribe of fifty-two thousand 
dolkrs from the Bank of the United States. 

On the twentieth of February, Mr. Graves addressed 
a letter to Mr. Glley, in whi<^ he remarked: '* In the 
interview with you, when you declined to receive from 
me the note of Mr. Webb, asking whether you were 
correctly reported in the 'Globe,' did you not say, in 
substance, that, in declining to receive the note, you 
hoped I would not consider it in any degree diare- 
spectfiil to myself, and that the ground on whidi you 
declined to receive the note was distinctly this: that 
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you could not consent to get youraelf intu personal 
difficulties with oonductora of public journals, for 
what you thought proper to say in debate, and that 
you did not rest your objection on anything persoDal 
to Mr. Webb as a gentleman." 

Mr. Cilley, in reply, said, he neither affirmed nor 
denied anything in regard to Webb's character; and 
added, " But when you remarked, that this course on 
my port might plaoe you in an nnpleasant situation, 
I stated to you, and now rei>cat, that I intended fay 
the refusal no disrespect (o yon." 

Mr. Graves replied: "I have to inquire whetlier 
yon declined tj) receive Mr. Webb's communication 
on the ground of any personal exception to him as a 
gentleman, or man of honor. A categorical answer is 

Mr. Cilley replied, n^^^ting that his note was not 
satisfactory: and added, "I cannot admit the right on 
your part to propound the (Question to which you sale 
a cat^^rical answer, and therefore decline any further 
re8)>onsc to it." 

Mr. Graves replied : " As yon have deolined to 
BOMpt A communication, which I bore to you from 
Mr. Webb, and as by your note of yesterday you have 
declined on grounds which would exonerate me from 
all responsibility, growing out of the affair, I am left 
no other alternative but to ask the satisfaction which 
is recognised among gentlemen, My friend, Henry 
A. Wise, is authoriEcd by me to make th« ananger 
ments suited to the ocoasion." 
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Mr. CSllfly adLoowledged the receipt of the note, and 
•tited to Mr. Oraves : ^' Mj friendi General Oeorge W. 
JoDCSy will make the anrangonente suited to the ooca- 
Bion." 

The eeoonds aooordingly made ** the arrangements/' 
and the parties proceeded to the daelling-groand| at 
Bladensbarg. Wise won the positioni and Jones had 
the giving of the word. The weapons were rifles. 

On the first fire, both the principals missed. The 
diallenge was then sospendedi for the purpose of ex- 
planationi when Mr. Cilley again repeated he meant 
no di s re s pec t to Mr. OraveSy because he heretofore 
entertained for him, and did now, the highest respect 
and mist kind feeling; but that he declined to receive 
Mr. Webb's note because he chose not to be drawn 
into anj oontroverqr with him. 

The friends of both parties having retired and con- 
sulted, Mr. Wise said to Mr. Jones that this answer 
left Mr. Oraves predselj in the position he occupied 
before the challenge. Reconciliation having fiiiled, 
the challenge was renewed, and another shot exchanged. 
The challenge was again withdrawn, and, in the con* 
Arenee which ensued, Mr. Graves (through Mr. Wise) 
said he eonsidersd himself obliged not onlj to preserve 
the respect due to himself but to defend the honor of 
Mr. Webb, his friend. 

The challenge was again renewed. Immediately 
previous to the last exchange of shots, Mr. Wise said 
to Mr. Jones: ''If this matter is not terminated by 
thk shot| and is not settled, I will propose to shorten 
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the diBtance,'' to which Mr. Jones replied : '' After this 
shot, if without efifeot, I will entertain the proposition.'' 

The shots were fired, and Cilley fell. Mr. Wise ex- 
pressed to Mr. Jones the desire of Mr. Graves to see 
Mr. Cilley. Jones replied| *' Mj friend is dead ; ^ and 
went over to Mr. Graves and t<dd him there was no 
objection to his seeing Mr. Cilley. When Mr. Jones 
approached Mr. Graves, and informed him his request 
should be granted^ Mr. Graves inquired|/' How is he? '' 
The reply was, ** My firiend is dead, sir.'' Mr. Graves 
then went to his carriage. Mr. Wise inquired of Mr. 
Jones, before leaving the ground, whether he could 
render any service, and tendered him all the aid in his 
power. 

Jones and Wise made a joint statement as to all the 
facts in the case, in which they said: ''We cordially 
agree in bearing unqualified testimony to the fiur and 
honorable manner in which the duel was conducted. 
None can regret its termination more than ourselves, 
and we hope that the last of it will be the signatures 
of our names to this paper, which we now affix." 

The Supreme Courts in order to quietly condemn 
the practice of duelling, declined to attend Mr. Cilley's 
ftineral. 

Sermons were preached in the pulpits against the bar- 
barism of duelling; and outside of the circle or ''ring" 
of the chivalry, there was a general demand that mea- 
sures should be taken to prevent the repetition of such 
a mournful catastrophe. Accordingly, Congress passed 

what is known as "the Anti-Duelling Act," which 
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makeB the giving ot moof^ng a ehallenge to fight a 
dud in the District of Colombia a misdemeanori pan- 
iehable^ on oonviotioni with a fine and imprisonment 
in the penitentiary. 

Tbit did not wholly core the evil, for nnoe that day 
challenges have been received and dads ibaght in ths 
▼idni^ of Washington. 

The administration of Mr. Van Boren was very bit- 
terly opposed, the WhigjB making a cealoas rally on 
Harrison and Tyler; and in the contest of 1840, he 
was pat entirdy oat of readi of farther political pre- 
ferment 

It was a trinmph of whidi the Whigs were justly 
prood. Fot twdve long years they had fought the 
administrations of Jackson and Van Bareni and now 
they antidpated a realisation of all thdr hopes. 

It will be recollected by the ''old inhabitants/' that 
^ log cabins ^ were powerfbl helpers in the Whig cause. 
They were everywhere erectedi and much speaking and 
ddw-drinking were indulged on the ''raidng" of them. 
The log cabin was sdected to illustrate the nmplidty 
of Qeneral Harrison's early days. Although the hard 
dder was not a political prindplci it served to stimu- 
late the seal of these who were not conspicuous in the 
temperance cause! The old hero had distinguished 
himsdf on Western battlc-fiddS| and especially at Tip- 
pecanoe; and hence the songs called him ''Tippeca- 
noe,'' with " Tyler too," in connection with the refrain 
of ^ Van, Van, the used-up man." And to show thdr 
qpptedation of ^ Tippecanoe^" the Whigs hauled from 
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place to place small canoee fixed on wheeby in whidi 
were persona aeatedi waving banners with log cabins 
and other such devices. Live coonsi too, were plenti- 
fullj displayed* Songs were numerous — sung in the 
streets by boyS| and executed at political meeting? bj 
glee-clubs. There never was a more spirited presi- 
dential contest 

The Democratic party could not endure the '' music,'' 
and expressed their aveision to the log oabiui coon, 
and canoe devices. They were attacked so briskly 
that they had to place themselves altogether on the 
defensive. 

The Whigs raised the cry of '' standing army in time 
of peace/' predicated on the scheme of Secretary 
Poinsett, which proposed that in all the States oitixens 
between specified ages should camp and drill a certain 
number of weeks every year, in order that the militia 
might be rendered efficient The charge was made, 
too, that Mr. Van Buren, like (General Jackson, 
wanted to hold ''the purse in one hand, and the sword 
in the other." 

Mr. Ogle, a member of Congress firom Pennsylvania, 
made a long speech in the Hous^ in whidi he spoke 
of the luxurious habits of Mr. Van Buren; and, 
in efiect, described the furniture of the ''White 
House" as being too fine for the President of the Re- 
public, and as being suitable only for potentates who 
tyrannically wring the means of supporting a splendid 
establishment, and a glittering retinue, from the labor 
of oppressed subjects. He was very particular in his 
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deBcription of the style and finish of ftll the furniture, 
ID oontrast Kritb ttmt of meo of plaia habits, who lived 
in log cabins. He even gave the Dumber of spittoons, 
etc., ftnil of spoons, some of whicli latter be said wcra 
of solid gold. Only thinki A Democnttic President 
eating nith s gold spoon, when men as good as binisclf 
ate their mush or soup with a wooden one I 

The speech was circulated through the countiy, both 
in [mmgihlet and ncws{w|>er form, and in English and 
Dutch. It was tbe moet popular camjiaigii documcut 
of all for the masses. 

In vuD the Dcniocmts tried to turn aside the eOcct 
of this speech. Explanation from them was useless. 

Th^ asserted in elaborately written speeches and 
Dewspsper artidee, that the militia bill was harmless, 
as its object nas merely to drill the people to be their 
owD defeodere, that the B)>oons were not gold, but ouly 
wasbed or plated with that material ; and as to the 
furniture, it did not belong to Mr. Van Burcn, but 
to the people — the Government. Some of it was pur- 
chaaod from Mr. Monroe, who brought it from France, 
and had caused the orQamcutution of tbe imperial 
crown on the baclcs of tbe chairs to be supplanted by 
that of the American Eagle. 

The Democrats sent out a flood of documents — the 
best pens were employed to write them; and it is 
reoolleded that the speech of Dr. Duncan, a represen- 
tative from Ohio, was made up of subjects contributed 
by executive officera of the Oovemment, ornamented 
with ooona and log cabins, — emblems of Whig prin- 
ciples, they said, — and distributed by wholesale, 
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But log cabins, canoes, and ooons, were not the only 
Whig weapons. The currency waa in a very badoon- 
dilion — "wild-cat" and "rcd-d<^" banlc-ootcs, aa 
well aa those of old-established institutions, were at a 
■ heavy discount. . There had beena suspcnsionof specie 
payments — trade languished — protection to American 
industry was demanded ; and the people, in the hope 
of improving their condition, sought a change of ad- 
ministration, which, it is known, was effected. 

Mr^Van Buren was quiet in his mannera, veiy 
oourteouB, but slightly formal. He did not indulge in 
jolfes. His conversation was pleasant; there was ia . 
it no anger or malice; nor was he in the habit of 
swearing or using tobacco. He was a thorough, well- 
bred gentleman, remarkably active, and in going up- 
fltaire would spnng two steps at a Ume. 

Miner K. Kell(^, Esq., the artist, now a resident of 
Wa.<)hington, painted his portrait. The President sat 
for him every day, and chatted in the most social 



Mr. Van Buren received many abusive letters and 
caricatares during the oaovasa, but took the matter 
philosophically. He was cheerful, and hopeful of a 
re-election. As the returns came In, he would show 
them to Mr.EelJogg. There were no telegraph arrange- 
ments in thoec days, and the news had to be received 
■ by the alow process of the mails, or by pony expresa. 
Henoe, days passed before the result could positively 
be ascertained. When he became acquunled with the 
truth that New York had declared againat him, he 
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McknowMgcd that he was defetted, but attributed the 
result in that State to the &ot that he had sent Oen- 
nral Soott to put down the invasion of Canada by the 
|iatriotSy which rendered him unpopular. He made 
this further remark to Mr. Kellogg : ''It is a singular 
Doinoidence that I should be taking my last sitting for 
my portrait on the reception of the news of my 
defeat'' 

During Hr. Van Buren's term of office, a fire broke 
t>ut in the laundry of the Executive Mansion. The 
general alarm was given, and engines were hurried to 
the scene. Mr. Clayi who waf* in the neighborhood| 
entered the house to render any assistance which might 
be required. Mr. Van Bnren informed him that the 
damage was but slight, and that the fiames had been 
suppressed. Mr. Clay and Mr. Van Buren were always 
jood private friends, and the former never neglected 
ID opportunity to indulge in ** little jokes '' to the con- 
FusioD of the latter, who was not good at repartee. On 
this occasion, be remarked, in a low tone to Mr. Van 
Boren, gently placing his hand on that gentleman's 
ihonMer s ** We want yon out of the White Houee, 
Mr. Yati Buren, bnt we don't want you 6iinU out'' 
Mr. Van Buren could do no more than bow 
Rnt this expression of humane fteling toward him* 
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CHAPTER III. 

OBNJBEAL HAKKIBON'S ADMnriSTBATIOH — PABTICITLABS AT- 
TEMDUIO HIS ARRIVAL AT WASHIirOTOV — HIS APPBAR- 
AVOB— THB INAUGURATION — IUdDBNTS IN THAT OON- 
NECTION — THB '^TRUTHPUL RBMARR OP A ROMAN CON- 
SUL "— PRB88URB POR OPPICB — BXCrriNO OOCURRXNCm 
IN TUB UNITBD STATES SBNATB— A CHALLBNOB— CLAY 
AND KINO— THEIB QUARREL— THB RECONCILIATION — 
IIAONANIMITY APPLAUDED — THB DEATH OP HARRISON 
— ANECDOTE OP WEBSTER AND COLONEL CBAMREBS — 
MARTIN RENBHAN AND PRESIDENT HARRISON — WIT AND 
FRIENDSHIP, ETC. 

DIRECTLY after the election of General Harrison 
to the Presidencyi I saw him at the market-house 
in Cincinnati. He appeared very feeblei as he held 
his cloak tightly around him. He was, which ever 
way he moved| congratulated upon his political for- 
tune. He certainly did not appear to be in good 
physical condition to conduct the aflfaira of govern- 
ment, and to deal with applicants for place. 

He arrived here in the month of February, 1841. 
The railroad station was at that time on Pennsylvania 
Avenue, not fitr from the west gate of ihe Capitol ; 
and there a committee met and walked with him to 
the City Hall| about half a mile distant from the 
depot 

The weather was chilly, with a driiEling of rain, 
after a slight fiill of snow. General Harrison walked 
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Look fer a few minates into the Senate chamber : 
Among the militarji were Generals Scott, Gainesi Ma- 
oomby JoneSy and Wool ; while opposite, sat the nom- 
inated memberB of the Cabinet; and in that company 
of Senators and Representatives, the Diplomatic Corps, 
brilliantly decorated, were prominent objects of acru- 
tiny. The Judges of the Supreme Coort appeared, as 
nsoal, in their gowns of office. 

The retiring Vice-President, Colonel Johnson, pre- 
sented Mr. Tyler, the Vice-President elect, to the pre- 
siding officer, who administered the oath of office. 

Mr. Tyler then delivered a brief address, and as- 
somed the diair. 

General Harrison now entered, and took the seat 
prepared for him in front of the Secretary's toble. 
He looked cheerful and composed, and appeared to 
be in good health. 

A procosion was formed, and proceeded to theesst- 
em portico of the Capitol, where a very large crowd 
had previously assembled, including those who had 
escorted the President to that locality. 

The Inaugural Address was delivered, and the oath 
of office administered by the Chief-Justice, when the 
pealing of cannon announced the proceedings at an 
end. 

General Harrison was fend of the classics, and took 
aioch pleasure in reading ancient history; hence 
then was often to be found in his writings evidence 
of this feet His politfaal opponents used to smile at 
one of the sentences of his Inaugural Address, which 
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set forth a truth| which ooiild not then, and cannot 
now» be denied, as follows : 

"It was tlie remark of a Roman contiil, in the early part of 
that celebrated refmblie^ that a moat atriking oontraat waa 
obaenrable in the condact of eandidatea Ibr offioea of power 
and tnut^ before and after obtaining them, — they seldom carry- 
ing onty in the latter caae^ the pledges and promises made in 
the former. Howerer much the worid may hare improred in 
many respects in the lapse of npwarda of two thonaand years, 
since the remark was made by tlie Tirtnoos and indignant 
Roman, I fear that a strict examination of the annals of some 
of the modem electlTe goTcmments would derelop similar 
instances of Tiolated confidence.'' 

Nearly the entire throng aooompanied the President 
to the White House from the Capitol, and as many as 
poesible entered it, to pay their respects to him. 

In the evening were several inaagnration balls, all of 
them well attended, and which the President visited 
in turn. 

On the 6th of March, an extraordinary session of 
the Senate was called for the transaction of executive 
business ; among which was the confirmation of the 
following officers, as members of the Cabinet: Daniel 
Webster, Secretary of State ; Thomas Ewing, Secre- 
tary of the Treasury; John Bell, Secretary of War; 
George £. Badger, Secretary of the Navy ; and Frao- 
ois GrangeTi Postmaster-Oeneral. * 

On the same day, Mr. Mangum, of North Csrolina, 
offered a resolution, that Blair & Rives be dismissed 
as printers of the Senate. A debate followed as to . 
whether this oould be done at an executive session^ 
some contending that it was a legislative act. 
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Mr. Kiug, of AblNimn, offered a reaoh 
Btair A Rivn, having been ilnly elected pri 
iag the late Bcaaion, it was not com))et«nt to 
election, Knil defrauit them of their contract. 

The debate on this subject was coiilinui" 
days. In the course of it, Mr. King askixl, 
this Mr. Blair, who liaa been ho violently t 
this floof T If my recollection serves me i 
man Blair resided, yeara gone by, in Kentui 
he figured u no iDconeiilerohle personogo. 
lt»en the {wlitical friend of the Senator from 
(Mr. Clay,) his intimate associate, and, 
not been mieinfonncd, his cunfidcnliiil corr 
Wait he infamous thm, as now proiiouim 
Senator fmni Krnlucky? I prtisurae nob 
nothing of Mr. Blnir, or his character, uiiti 
his apj>carancc in Washington, some years s 
tliat time I have been on terms of social I 
witli him, and have observed hia cnnduet ir 
and private relations of life, and I feel boi 
that for kindness of heart, humanity, and 
deportment as a private ciliicn, he woul 
compare with the Senntor from Kcntucley, o 
Senator on tJiii fltwr by whom he hnd been 

Mr. Clay repented t "I hnve said I Im 
'Otobe' to be an infamous paper, and iU ohi< 
infamous man. I hndsaid nothing of gentle 
other side, who had chosen to vote for th 
printer to the Senate; but, by matter of ar 
fvrmee am) illogttm) dcduotton, two or th» 
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and onderCaken to oonsider that th^ partook of the 
infamy of Blair A Riv«s — if th^ be in&mooB. I 
scarcely ever looked at a paper edited by this man, in 
which my name appeared, which waa not filled with 
untmthB and misrepreaentationa. Not long ago this 
aame editor called the honorable Senator from South 
Carolina^ John CbtiUne Oaihaim; and it waa diargod 
by thia very editor, that it was impoasible for that 
Senator to speak the truth wlien a lie would answer 
his purpose ; and in return it had been said of that 
editor that he looked like a galvanised corpse. Now, 
if we were to take the character of this editor for what 
his present friends had said of him, we would find it 
to be infinitely worse than anjrthing I have said, bad 
as it might be. But I should be unwilling to take this 
character of Blair's present friends finom what he had 
said of those friends, for I consider him a common 
libeller, and the 'Globe' a libel ; and for the Senator 
from Alabama to undertake to put me on an equality 
with Blair, constrains me to say, it was paijBB, uktbuio^ 

and COWABDLT.'' 

Mr. King, rising, said ! ^ Mr. President, I have no 
reply to make-— none whatever.'' 

Mr. King withdrew from the chamber, A few 
minutes afterward, one of the pages came in and 
whispered to Dr. Linn, of Missouri, who went out 
with him. Linn soon returned and handed a note to 
Mr. Clay, who wrote something and handed the paper 
to Mr. Archer, of Virginia. This was subsequently 
understood to be a challenge by lir« King, and its 
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aeoeplanoe bj Mr. Claj. The friends of tlie latter, 
howevefi perceiving that he wee wrong in his assault 
upon Mr. King, who was a model of senatorial pro- 
prietjry and thal^ if p re ss e d to a fight, even 'if Mr. 
Claj should not fiUl in the oonflict, it would be death 
to his political prospects, interfered, and proposed that 
further proceedings be suspended until an effort could 
be made for a reconciliation. King would withdraw 
the challenge only on the condition of an apology by 
Clay, on the floor of the Senate. Clay, at first, -posi- 
tively refused to make one, and at least foUr days were 
spent in arranging the terms of Clay's apology; Colo- 
nd Preston, of North Carolina, being a prominent 
mediator. At last. Colonel Preston rose in the Cham- 
ber, and alluded to the '^ unpleasant collision." He 
said : ^* 'Mr. Clay thought that the language of Mr. 
King was intended to be injurious to his character and 
personally ofleneive; and, acting under that belief, 
Mr. Clay retorted in language of direct affront ; lan- 
guage which, he (Colonel Preston) was convinced he 
could not have employed but under a deep sense of 
injury. He believed, however, that Mr. Clay mistook 
the Senator from Alabama, and from information 
which had come to him, it was certain that Mr. King 
did not intend to be personally offensive. At the bot- 
tom of this affiur, therefore, there was a misapprehen- 
sion, which he announced with pleasure; and in that 
confident belief, being thus announced, the honorable 
and distinguished Senators would have no difficulty 
in coming to an adjustment, which was earnestly do* 
mandcd br the Senate.'' 
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Mr. Clay uid he aliared with the Senator from 
Buuth Carolina in the regret which he had manifeated 
on account of the occurrence which had disturbed the 
harmony and good feeling which prevailed in the 
Senate, to which atluaion had been mode. He, with 
pleAsnre, bore testimony to the honorable and high- 
minded feeling which pron)]ited the Senator to nmko 
the expknation he had just presented. While the 
Senator from Alabama waa speaking, he (Mr. Clay) 
thought there was a studied, premeditated design to 
make an assault npou him and his character, and wheo 
the Senator concluded by instituting a comparifton - 
between himself and a mon whom he had but the doy 
before declared to be infamous, and of whom he had 
spoken as a common libeller, and of bis paper as a 
libel, he did not doubt that his object was a personal 
offence. But it was due lo the Senator as well as to 
himself to state he had since received satisfactory in- 
formation, on whicii he placed implicit reliance, thai 
the Senator from Alabama had no purpose or intention 
to offer a peraonal insult, or to cast the slightest impu- 
tation on his character or honor. Ready at all times 
promptly to repair an injury, as he ever hoped h« 
should be to rei>el an indignity, and always taking 
more pleasure to repair than lo repel, and without any 
regard to the nicety of mere technical fornie, to wliirli 
those acquainted with him knew he never attached 
great imiMrtance, — under the drcumstances, as thus 
explained, and with the understanding which he now ' 
had of the real intention of the Senator, it was with 
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Mr. Clay roae from his seat while Mr. I'^reston was 
speaking, crossed the chamberi and having arrived in 
front of Mr. King's seaty exclaimed : ** King, give us 
a pinch of your snuff.'' King, surprised| sprang to 
his feet, and held out his hand, which was cordially 
grasped by Mr. Clay, when there was long-continued 
applause both by the Senators and spectators in the 
galleries, in approbation of the return of peace. 

The resolution to dismiss Blair & Rives as print- 
ers to the Senate was adopted ; and on motion by Mr. 
Clay — yeas 28, na3rs 18 — it was ordered that their 
official bond be taken firom them. 

Mr. Webster was a very strong friend of General 
James Wilson, of New Hampshire, who was an elo-r 
qnent and efficient stump-speaker, and had always 
been in favor of Mr. Webster for the Presidency. 
Mr.- Webster asked President Harrison to appoint 
General Wilson Governor of the Territory of Iowa; 
but the President informed him he had offered the 
place to Colonel Chambers, his private secretary. 
Shortly after learning of this condition of affiiirs, Mr. 
Webster and Colonel Chambers accidentally met near 
the Department of State, when Mr. Webster thus 
abruptly addressed him : *' Look here, Colonel Cham- 
bers, I understand the President has offered to make 
you Governor of Iowa." " Yes, sir," responded Col- 
onel Chambers. " Well, sir," said Mr. Webster with 
emphasis, "y<m mud noi iakeit; I have promised the 
place to my friend, General Wilson ; you must not 
6 D • 
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Aooept the Mot/* Colonel Cbarobera was vefy indigo 
Bant at the manner and demand of Mr. Web«ter| and 
gave him this answer, namely, ** Mr. Websteri I thaU 
oonqpiAeplaoe; and I admonish 70a not to practise 
jonr insalts on me; th^ will not answer with me,sir." 
The parties abmptlj separated| and never again 
in collision. 



Martin Renehan, an American dtisen of Irish birth, 
well known for his wit, intelligence, and warm-heart- 
edness, had served nndor Jackson and Van Buren's 
administrations as an usher, or man-of-all-work. He 
was popular with everybody, and possessed a deserv- 
edly good character for int^ity. He ''still lives," 
and holds ''a little place" in the office of the Sixth 
Auditor of the Treasury. 

In the course of a recent conversation with Martin, 
be related to me the following incidents : — 

The lady of the White House, who did the honors, 
was a widow, the daughter-in-law of the President. 
She was an attractive young lady, and popular. 

Plresident Harrison was very much of a gentleman, 
social and kind-hearted. During the first two weeks 
of his administration, an elderly man, very polite and 
patronixing, made frequent visits to the White House, 
in order to see the President prioaJtdy. Martin in- 
ibrmed the new-comer that he would gratify him, if 
he would come some morning at six o'clock. Tlie 
visitor was punctual to the time. General Harrison 
was an early riser. Martin went up-stairs gently, 
and tapped at his door; having received an invitation 
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to enter, he did bo. Tlie General was sitting near tbe 
grate, in which were a few expiring coals. " Is it 
possible," Martin said, " the weather being oold, that 
you have no more fire?" He replied: — 

" Martin, when at home I was occnstomed to a 
'wood fire ; and if I liad wood now, I'd rcpleninh this 
jire myself, as I do not wish to call up ray colored 
man, (the one be had brought with him from Ohio.) 
^lartin responded that he would supply the requisite 
fuel, and added, " An elderly gentleman, sir, has been 
repeatedly calling here. He is of respectable appear- 
ance and unassuming in his manners, and has elicited 
Tny sympathies. I therefore take tlie liberty of ask- 
ing wJietlier you wit] nowgivehim a private audience?" 
. " Where is he ? " " In the green room," replied Mar- 
tin. "Show him up," said the President. Martin 
nocordingly showed him up, and retired in order to 
give the stranger the full benefit of a strictly private 
interview. When the visitor had taken his departure, 
Martin returned to the President's room. "Martin," 
said the President, "you have been kind to that man." 
"I have; I took him by the hand," "Are you 
aware," asked the President, " that he is looking for 
yourplaoe?" Martin replied :" Your EscelJeney, I 
expected to go, as I am opposed to you in politics.'' 
General Horri son said ; "John Qiiincy Adams told me 
all about you, and as long as I remain in the White 
House, the ChWnrf ecfti can't remove you." Renehan 
responded ; " I am the last MarUn in the nest, and I 
thought you were going to put me to flight," "Oh, 
no," the President replied, "two JfoWiiM have already 



1 



nnoojJsWjnov or mrk 

been bsniehed from this kousey (meaning Martin Van 
Bnren and his son,) and it would be bad luck to ban- 
ish yoM, the only remaining Martin. So, yon remain, 
and nestle in the battlements/' 

The President was a good friend to Martin, and 
made him a companion in all his private dealings. 

The President, after taking possession of the White 
House, was soon annoyed hy impatient oflBce-seekers— 
sometimes a dosen pleaders for the same place. So 
tiresome had such importunities become to the Presi- 
dent, that he caused notice to be given that no office- 
holder would be removed without cause ; but cause 
was soon found to remove those whose places were ^ 
demanded by Whig applicants I The Democrats, they 
said, had enjoyed the spoils long enough, and ought, 
in justice, to give way to the long-suffering Whigs, who 
were entitled to recognition I The Democrats in office 
were not prompt to oliey the demand ; and hence 
many of them were furnished with small notes, en-^ 
dosed in yellow covers. The eolor of the envelope 
itself was significant of its laconic eonienUt 

Among the applicants for office were men who many 
years before had visited Washington, and now again 
made their appearance for Executive favor. As usual, 
in such times, all did not get what they persistently 
daimed ; but comparatively few of the " vast multi- 
tude ** were chosen. 

On the 9th of Mardi,' President Harrison received 
the diplomatic corps; and Mr. Fox, the British Min- 
ister, ddivered to him a formal address in their name, 
to whkA the Proiident replied, saying that»'' Both fVom 
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CHAPTER IV. 

•nocEmov or jobk tylkk-- thb oabiket— the politi- 
cal DSTBCnOV •— clay's WABr-BLAKT — TTLSJR'8 COM- 
PLAnm—- JOHK U. BOTTiB'S IMPSACUMSIIT ABTICLE8 — 
^HBAD Hllf, OB DIB" — '*THB DAILY ICADI80NIAN " — 
JOmr B. JONEB, VOT OF "the ^AB OFFICE '' — insults 
TO THB PBEBIDBirr—- THE AUXILIABY GUABD — DANGERS 
AHEAD—- ANNEXATION OF TEXAS FBOPOBED BY TREATY 
AND BBJBCTEO— ANOTHEB APPEAL TO THE DUELLO — 
THB " FLASH IN THE PAN 1 "—THE EXPLOSION ON BOARD 
THB PBINCETON— TYLEB'S POLITIGAL PBOSPBCTB — DOUG- 
LAS AND WENTWOBTH'S PBOMISES— AN INFERNAL II A- 
C»INB— THB INTAUD TELBMX>PE — AN ANECDOTE- MB. 
WEBSTEB AND If ABTIN BBNEHAN, ETC. 

MB. JOHN TYLER sncoeeded General Harrison 
to the Presidency. The following gentlemen 
oompoeed his cabinet oiBcors : — 

Daniel Welister oontinnod to be Secretary of State 
till May Sth, 1843. Hugh S. Legard was appointed 
his sncoessor, but died in June, 1843. A. P. Upshur, 
appointed June 24th, 1843, was killed by the explo- 
sion of the gun on the steamer IVincefon, February 
28th, 1844. John Nelson, acting, February 29th, 
1844. John C. Calhoun served out the term. 

Thomas Ewing resigned the office of Secretary of 
the Treasory in September, 1841, and was succeeded 
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while the DemocratB took every opportunity to wiiieti 
the breach between them. 

Mr. Clajr, ai a great barbecue in Kentucky, thus 
sounded the war-trumpet. 

" Whig*, aroiuo from the auplnenm vhlcfa encompuMs you I 
awkke from the lethtu^ to which fon lis bound t Cut TroDi 
you that apathj which (eenu to make yan indidbrent to the 
bte of jaai country. Annuel awaket Bhako off the dew- 
drop* that glitter on yout garmenls. Once more to the battle, 
■nd to victory. You have been diuppoioted, deceived, be- 
trayed — ihuncftally deceived and betrayed. Will yon aluo 
piOTo bbte and faidilem to your conttny, or obey the (mpulsea 
of ajuit and patriotic Indignation T .^^ for Captain Tyler, be 
b a mere anap, a flaah In the pan; pick your Whig fllnta, and 
try your rifla Rgain I " 

The political war againit John Tyler, by tbo Whigs, 
grew more and more biMcr. His ads were so carneotly 
aasailed that he thought proper to send in a protest 
against the reiiort of a select committee, the cliairninn 
of which was John Quincy Adams. He complained 
UiBt bis motives had been arraigned in his official 
conduct, without the shadow of a pretext for such 
(bargee, and that he hod been accuited of sets declared 
lo deserve impeachment. 

John M. Botts said that the President showed bis 
weakness and vacillation in this protest, and gave 
notice that at the next session he would prefer articles 
of impeachment against him, 

Botts had been bis intimate personal friend. He 
now, however, intended to "head him, or die." He 
hod slept in the same bed with "Captain Tyler," hut 
wis determined to do his patriotic dnty in the work 
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of decapitatioii. Acoordingly, he drew up ariides of 
impeaohmenty and made a load and long speech in 
Bupport of them. The House at that day was not 
so full of impeachment as it was in the year 1868 1 
Botts's effort was unsucoeBsful. He did not ''head'' 
"Captain Tyler/' nor did he "die." 
* Not many months passed before the supporters of 
the President dwindled down to what was called " a 
corporal's guard." He was literally a President with- 
out a party I 

His organ was "The Madisonian," a newspaper 
originally established by Thomas Allen, under the au- 
spices of William 0. Bives, James Garland, and other 
recusant Democrats in CongresSi who declared for 
"Conservative" doctrines, and succeeded in divert- 
ing the Congressional printing to that establishment 
Blair, of the " Globe" was, of course, bitter on this 
"split" from the Democracy, and, in his own figura- 
tive language, proceeded to "shoot the deserters." 
Allen sold out to John B. Jones. In those days it was 
everywhere said that Jones was of the " War Office." 
This was a mistake. Others •declsred that he was a 
myth. Notwithstanding such annunciations, he was an 
actual, breathing man. He scarcely did anything but 
write editorials about the " brewing storm," and "jus- 
tice to John Tyler." He was the author of "Wild 
Western Scenes," a work which was far more popular 
than his newspaper. 

This gentleman was of an amiable disposition — 
kind and liberal to the persons in his employ, and 
deservedly respected by all who knew him. 
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In 1844, Mr. Tylot oommunicaled to the Senate a 
treaty for the annexation of the republic of Texas to 
the United States. Thb was, after a long dvbate in 
secret session, rejected by a vote of ten against thirty- 
five. He then sent a message to the House of Repre- 
aentativGs, saying : " The treaty n^^otiatcd by the Ex- 
ecutive with the repiiblio of Texas, without a departure 
fi-om any forms customarily obecr\-ed in the n^otiatioo 
of treaties, for tlie annexation of that republic to tlis 
United Statce, having been njected by the Senate, and 
tlic subject having excited a part of the people in no 
urdinary degree, I feel it to be my duty to commu- 
nicDte the rejected treaty, with the corrGSpondcnce and 
documents. I thought the beat way to secure the 
annexBtion was by treaty ; but if Congress deem pro- 
per to adopt any other expedient compatible with the 
Constitution, and likely to accomplisli the object, I 
eland prepared to yield my prompt co-oireration." 

The republic of Texas was subsetiucntly annexed 
by joint resolution, and this led to the war between the 
United States and Mexico. 

During Mr. Tyler's ad miniat ration — in May, 1843 
—Mr. Slnnlcy, of North Carolina, through his friends, 
madea written demand for personal satisfaction from Mr. 
Wise, of Virginia, reciting the circuraetADces of the af- 
front, the scene of which was near the race-course in 
Washington. He repealed, literally, the disclaimer he 
offered to Mr. Wise on that occasion. After much pre- 
liminary oorrespondcncebetween their reeitcetivefrieodB, 
Wise proposed a sus|>cn«0D of Stanley's demand, with 
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bj DO means as many as in the morning, the ladies 
wlio then thronged the deck being, on this 6tal occa- 
sion, almost all between-decks, and out of the reach 
of harm. The gnn was fired. Before the smoke 
cleared awaj, ihere were shrieks of woe, which an- 
nounced a dire calamitj. The gun had burst at a 
point three or four inches from the breach, and scat- 
tered death and desolation. Mr. Upshur, Secretaiy 
of State ; Mr. Gilmer, recently placed at the head of 
the Navy Department ; Commander Kennon, one of 
the officers of the vessel; Virgil Maxey, lately re- 
turned as Minister from the Hague, and Mr. Gardner, 
of New York, formerly a Senator from that State, 
were slain ; the watch of Mr. Upshur having stopped 
at the precise time of the catastrophe I Besides these, 
seventeen seamen were wounded, several of them 
badly. Among those stunned by the concussion, not 
all seriously injured, were Gaptan Stockton himself, 
Senator Benton, and Lieutenant Hunt, of the Prince^ 
Urn; W. D. Robertson, of Georgetown, and also a 
servant of the President. 

The scene was beyond description — wives widowed 
in an instant by the murderous blast, and daughters 
agonized by the heart-rending sight of the lifeless 
bodies of Uieir fathers — to all beholders objects of 
sympathy and deep commiseration. 

The iVincston, under the command of Lieutenant 
McLaughlin, came to an anchor opposite to Alexan- 
dria, and the surviving visitors reached Washington 
by the steamer Jo^qfh Johmon. 
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The ship received bat oompanittvely little injury. 

The deed bodice were brought to the Executive 
MansioOy and lay in their coffins in the Eaet Room. 

President Tyler sent a message to Congress' relative 
to the moamfal oocnrrence. Members of both HouseSy 
together with the most distinguished gentlemen in the 
fitjf attended the funeral. 

A committee was appointed to investigate the cause 
of the accident, and in its report Gaptoin Stockton 
and his officers were exonerated from blame. 

The gun was loaded with twenty-five pounds of 
powder, and single-shotted ; and, at the previous dis- 
eharges, with thirty and thirty-five pounds of powder. 

While Mr. John B. Jonee published ''The Madison- 
ian^'^he printed, by subscription, hundreds of thousands 
of pamphlets, in advocai^ of President Tyler's re-elec- 
tion; and these were distributed through office-holders. 
In addition to this, a Tyler dub was formed in this 
d^, oondsUng of probably thirty persons, who met 
regularly at Mr. Jones's house to arrange plans for 
the campaign. They all appeared to be fearfully in 
earnest, and some of them spoke of Tyler's re-election 
as almdy secured, ''counting," of course "with- 
out the hosty" the people I Tyler dubs were also 
organiaed fai several other dties. They were not for- 
midable. 

Lssi dian a month after the oonvention which nom- 
inated Mr. Clay tat the Proiidency, two other conven- 
tkNM BMt in Baltimore; one of them nominated James 
K, Polk, whom nobody seemed to know I The other 
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presented the name of John Tyler, unanimoosly. 
Both of the other parties laughed at thia proceeding. 
He gravely accepted the honor oC being the standard- 
bearer or his little party ; but in a abort time, having 
been convinced there was no chance for him, he for- 
mally withdrew from tlie canvass in favor of Mr. Polk. 
The Tyler party had almost entirely disappeared in 
this conntry I 

John Wentworth and Stephen A. DougloH were in 
'* The Madisoninn" office when Mr, Tyler's purpoee to 
sustain Mr, Polk was made known. They were here 
to begin their first Congressional term, and were then 
Bcarcely known beyond the limits of their own Stato 
of Illinois. They seemed to be very intimate friends 
pTBonally, and both were Democrats. They exprcsseil 
Uieir joy at Tyler's de«linatiou, Douglns remarking, 
" That's good — Tyler is yet yourtff enough to be elected 
President the next time." Wentworth acquiesced in 
Uio remark. But tliat was the 6ret and the last occa- 
sion that these gentlemen advocated John Tyler for a 
•ccond term, 

Mr. Tyler was, during hia ^ministration, the re- 
cipient of a small wooden box. There was no aooona- 
panyiug note, giving an inventory of its contents, nor 
Was there, at first, any one near by poeeeseed of snffi- 
inent courage to open the box, after it hod been whia- 
percd that it might be an joferna] maohine. The 
alarm of a little group, consisting of the President, 
Captain Waggaman, a, relative of the President, and a 
negro serrant, soon rose to a fearful height, when 
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'* No, Bir/' aaid Martin ; '< it's better for me to die 
than that the President shonld be killed by such a 
divil of a machine. My death is nothing compared 
with yonr ExceHenojr's.'' 

But Martin went to work. Every cut of the cleaver 
caused a winking of the spectator!^ eyes, and a cold 
chill. At last, after much hacking, the inside of the 
box was exposed, and great was the joy of the alarmed 
company, when Martin put in Aw hand and took oiU 
the modd of a dovel Why, or by whom, it was sent 
to the President has never been ascertained. It is 
certain, however, that the timid group breathed ''freer 
and deeper " after this exposure. 

Mr. Tyler solemnly and empliatically counselled 
Martin not to talk about the matter, "For," said he, 
** if you do, they '11 have me caricatured." 

Martin, while '' fixing things to rights " in the gar- 
ret, found an old telescope, and laid it by for future 
use. One evening, the stars shining brightly, the sky 
unclouded, and while President Tyler was entertaining 
the Cabinet and foreign representatives at dinner, 
Martin, having nothing else tp do, brought down his 
instrument and mounted it upon a table on the south- 
em portico. But he could see through it no better 
than with his naked eyes. In vain he tried to get the 
focus, and a long time elapsed before he discovered that 
" the thing," as he called it, with an emphatic adjeo- 
ti ve, had no glass in it I He talked to the telescope, 
and, in earnest words, to himself, in the true Irish 
centy expressing his disappointment and displeasure, 
e B 
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font hnndred miles on throogh the finee States. What 
would her oondition be in the event of the greatest 
calamity that conld befidl the nation ? The election 
of Polk, who was in fitvor of immediate annexation^ 
caused South Carolina to postpone her quarrel with the 
Union to a more suitable opportunity/' 

On the 19th of June, 1844, Professor Morse got his 
magnetic telegraph in order between Washington and 
Baltimore, which was then established as an experi- 
ment. The " National Intelligencer ** of that date said : 
" It continues to work wonders. It was employed on 
Monday morning in apprising our friends in Baltimore 
of the action of the two Houses of Congress, during the 
final sitting. Among the reports of its marvels is, that 
at twelve o'clock, Chief-Justice Taney being at the 
electric r^^ister in Baltimore, sent his respects to the 
President, who was then at the Capitol, with the hope 
he was well. The President returned his compliments 
immediately, stating that he enjoyed good health, and 
felt much better, since Congress had finally adjourned." 

President Tyler's first wife died in the White House. 
She had long been an invalid,*and suffered from pa- 
ralysis. After the explosion of the big gun on board 
the iVwioefofiy he was married to the daughter of Mr. 
Gardner, who was killed by the aoddent The latter 
lady then did the honors of the mansion, and gave 
balls in the East Boom. It was she, it is said, who 
first introduced the etiquette of Windsor Castle, in 
announcing at the door, on entering, the names of the 
guests. She presided with marked grace and digni^. 
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JAMES K. POLK was ioaugorated President on 
the 4th of March, 1845. 
It was a disagreeable day, with rain and mud. 
A procession escorted him to the Capitol, in com- 
pany with the retiring President. The New York 
Empire Club and other political organizations, and a 
tolerably fiur show of military, were in the throng. 
A white maUi painted and dressed like a wild Indian, 
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originally opposed Qeneral Jaokaoiii bat was brought 
to the support of the nomination hy the foroe of party. 

Blair A Rives sold out their establishment to Meters. 
Ritchie A Heiss, but retained the name of ** The 
Globe.'' The latter gentlemen called their paper ** The 
Union." Of course, Blair A Rives were much morti- 
fied by Mr. Polk's sot of repudiation. 

Early i|i 1846, Congress and the country were in- 
tensely agitated with the Oregon question. That terri- 
tory had been in the joint occupancy of the United 
States and Great Britain, by convoition, to terminate 
whicli was the wish of the President and the minority 
of Congress. Mr. Polk set up tlie claim for the whole 
of the territory. This met a warm response firom his 
political friends. 

" All or none I " << 64.40 or fight ! " and similar sen- 
tences, were not only paraded in speeches and in newspa- 
pers, but written or posted on fences and other places, 
after the manner of advertising patent-medicines and 
theatrical perforuumces. The President was believed 
to be, as he doubtless was, in earnest Great Britain, 
however, would not yield to the es^travagant pretensions. 
There were two sides to the question. And the lion 
on the other side of the Atlantic wanted his share. 

The ardent Democrats made the daim on tlie part 
of our people heard; and no one among the party 
seemed to question our right to the whole of the terri- 
tory of Oregon, until Senator Haywood, of North 
Carolina, a courteous gentleman, neat in his dress, and 
particularly fond of tight-fitting gloves and sweet- 



wm 



m^m. 




ABOOLLBCnOK Or MBH 

aoented handkerohiefty made a apeeoh, which took 
eyeijbodj by sarpriae. He openly deohured for a 
oompromisa^ and was willing to ''back down" from 
^54.40'" to the ibrtjr-ninth parallel of north latitocley 
or even to the ibrfy-eixth I 

Senator Hannegani of Indiana, oharaoteriied Haj- 
wood'a epeeoh as extraordinaiy— the moat eztraordi* 
naij to whioh he had ever listened. He askedi with 
great anzietji whether the Senator had the anthoritj 
of (k$ PreMad for his utteranoea. 

Senator Haywood evaded a direct answer, and re- 
plied he had spoken ftillj, and his speech would be 
prnUed; a fact of which Senators were aware, for ho 
had taken mnch pains to prepare it. 

Senator Allen, of Ohio, also demanded to know, in 
his usnallj load and distinct voice — whether the Sen- 
ator meant to be understood as speaking hy authorify 
of the President 

Senator Haywood answered, eamestlj, and in slow 
tones : '' I am an independent Senator. I recognise 
no man's right to question me. I will answer no 
demands.'' 

Senator Hannegan was exercised with indignation, 
and declared that the man (meaning President Polk) 
who wonld make such a surrender of our rights would 
be buried so deep under public indignation that the 
hand of reMurrection would never reach him 1 

Senator Allen made fierce speeches, the object of 
whkdi he decboed was to fire up '* the popular heart 
towar.** 
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After maoh debate in both HouflOB, we coine down 
from our lofty position of 54.40| to the forty-ninth 
parallel of north latitude! We got neither ''64.40/' 
nor ''fight" ^\ 

Oregon, in lo48, was provided with a territorial 
government. The bill for that purpose contained a 
provision, in efleet prohibiting the institution of slaveiy. 
The House had added a clause extending to this terri- 
tory the Missouri Compromise line, but the Senate dis- 
agreed to the amendment. 

President Polk communicated his approval of the 
bill in a message, in which he justified his action by 
saying: "The territory of Or^g^n lies far north of 
thirty-six degrees, thirfy minutes, the Missouri and 
Texas Compromise line. Its southern boundary is 
the parallel of fi>rty-two, leaving the intermediate 
distance to be three hundred and thirty geographical 
miles. And it is because the provisions of this bill 
are not inconsistent with the terms of the Missouri 
Compromise, if extended from the Rio Grande to the 
Pacific Ocean, that I have not felt at liberty to with- 
hold my sanction." 

About the same time, a little fume about sausages was 
raised in the House of Representatives. On the 27th 
of February, the " New York Tribune " contained a letter 
from Washington, signed " Persimmon," in which oc- 
curred the following paragraph about the Hon. Wil liara 
Sawyer, of Ohio. 

"Thongh his name would indicAto m much, yot he is not a 
woodsawyer. He is, I heliove, a bUu^mith « not that I con- 
7 
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<< Richelieu/' March 11th, wrote: 

"The Howe have carried their highhanded outrage to an 
extent ftirtlier than their own original depravity intended. Not . 
imly hare they expelled the reporters of the ' Tribane,' but they 
have nrtually expelled the ladiea from their presence also— 
not, to lie mire, by a formal vote, but by their nnoonth manners. 
As the 'Tribune' cannot be without the smiles of the ladies, 
your rqwrtcr has naturally followed them, and, attracted by 
the magnetism of their smiles, finds himself in their immediate 
presence." 

T)ie House ncnt tlie doorkeeper to expel Mr. Robin- 
eon from the ladies' gallery. In this gallery, strangers 
were aflniitted on the introduction of a member of tlie 
House, particularly if accompanied by ladies. ** There 
arc fifty members/' he says, '' to introduce me to tliis 
gallery, and even tlie ladies have volunteered their 
scr\'icos not only to accompany me to the gallery, but 
to help me to rc]M)rt, if necessary.'' 

Among tite members who rcitcatcdiy went all tlie 
way up-stairs with Mr. Robinson, to pass him into 
the gallery, was John Quincy Adams. 

Mr. Robinson continued to write about meml)crs, 
and criticise them from his perch in the gallery ; and 
when, in his own good time, he retired from his voca- 
tion, he took an alTectionatc farewell ; aud, in the lan- 
guage of the poet, expressed his regret thai the last 
<< link " was << broken " that bound him to the House. 

In this year— March, 1846— Commodore Crane, 
Chief of tlie Bureau of Ordnance and Hydrography, 
committed suicide. He had been in his office, at the 
Navy Dei^artmcnt, and read his papers on busin 
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Alx>ut twelve o'clock^ one of the clerks went to the 
door, found it locked, and supposed he had gone to 
sleep. The derk looked througli the keyhole, and 
saw him in his rocking-chair. As he had continued 
in the office till four o'clock, suspicion was aroused, 
and the door was burst open. He was found with his 
throat cut, and dead. The cause for taking his own 
life was not ascertained. 

And in that year, a very curious and interesting 
law-case was tried. The facts are briefly as follows : 

Mrs. Mary A. Conner, having been called upon for 
house-rent, refused to comply with tiie demand of the 
propcrfy-agcnt, saying that the premises belonged to 
herself, by virtue of her being the widow of General 
John P. Van Ness, to whom the pro]ierty had belonged. 
This at once raised a legal issue. Eminent counsel 
were employed on both sides. The lady claimed that 
she was married to the deceased in the City of Phil- 
adelphia by an alderman. She was very luirticular 
in stating the time when, it was allied, they were 
married, and all the oiroamstanccs of the wedding. 
The alderman, at the time of thc*trial, was dead; but his 
son and a servant-woman in the ftmily were sum- 
moned hither as witnesses for the lady. The son said 
that Mrs. Conner had deseribed his father's features 
with more accuracy than he could himself; but still, 
he had no recollection of his father's having i^erformed 
the marriage ceremony; nor was the entry in his 
father's book. Neither had tlie servant-woman any 
knowledge on that subject She remembered, that 
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Mn. Conner bad called at the house to make inqui- 
ries of her, and hnd intimated Aomctliing abont paying 
her to testify. And this won all hIio kaew about the ■ 
matter. 

Another feature in this extraordinary trial : Ictlem 
were produced, as if writton by General Van Nesa to 
his "dear wife." Doubtit ariiiing about the authorahi]i, 
witncswa were called to prove handwriting; among 
them, the late John C. Hives, of the "Globe;" and 
he NWurc,"to the l>eflt of his knowledge and belief," 
that the liandwriting was that of the General. 

The dntcs of jKMt-mnrks, and their cancellation, 
o(«u|iicd much time. Mr. Gardner, the postmaster, 
and Mr. Tree, chief clerk, were witnotsca. 

Mra. Cunuer's immediate relatives — mother, sister, 
<1aitgh(cr, and otliers — testified in her behulf. But, 
after nil the long ami interesting trial, the jury failed 
In In! ninvinrct) that Mrs. Conner was the widow of 
(ioucrul Van New. 

Tn return to matters political. The treaty ncgnlt- 
alcil with TcxoH for ila annexation to the Union having 
l)Ocn rojeeted, Joint rcanlutiona to annex that repulilio 
to the United Stales woro introduced in the House by 
Milton Itmwn, of Tennessee; anil these were suIjso- 
f|nently paswit,anil Texas became a State in our Union. 

Mexico was inrensc«l. An effort was mode to o]>cn 
enmmunicotion with Mexico, to adjust all (jucstions in 
diHpnte between the two ooimtriee. John Slidell was 
sent OS envoy U) that rcpidilic, which refused to receive 
htm. He returned home, and reported tlie facts to the 
■ Government, 
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Hon. Charles J. IngereoU, the ohairman of the 
Ck>inniittoe on Foreign Affiiirs, and other Demoorats, at 
that time, only claimed the Texas boundary up to the 
Nueces ; but Texas herself had more extravagant de- 
mands, in which tlie minority of Congress afterward 
acquiesced, and insisted that the true boundary was the 
Rio Grande del Norte. 

General Taylor was sent to the banks of that river ; 
and, appearing before Matamoras, the Mexican forces 
assumed a belligerent attitude. A body of United 
States troops having been sent up the river to discover 
whether the Mexican troops had crossed it, became 
engaged with a body of them, and after a short battle 
were surrounded and compelled to surrender. These 
facts were all communicated to Congress by President 
Polk, in May, 1846, who asked for supplies of men 
and money wherewith to carry on hostilities with 
Mexico. He said : *' As war exists, and notwithstand- 
ing all our efforts to avoid it, by the act of Mexico 
herself, we are called upon by every consideration of 
duty and patriotismi to vindicate with doofsion the 
honor, the rights, and the intetests of our country,*' 

On the same day, a bill was reported to the House 
of licpresentatives, resiK>nding to Uie recommendation 
of the President. A substitute was moved for tlie 
first section of it as follows : 

" Whereas, by the act of the republic of Mexico, a state 
of war ezista between that QoTernment and the United States, 
therefore be it enacted/' eio. 

This caused much excitement Mr. Holmes, of 
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Soath OuoliiMy denooooed the preamble m " buw 
ftwiduleot^ and frbe.'^ 

Mr. Bmylj, of Virginim, was onwilling at that time 
''to vote a deolaralion of war, but coDsidered with- 
holding the sappliee under the droumstanoee a gpreater 
evU." 

Mr. Albert Smithi of Maine, declared the preamble 
to be ^ fidee in fiustSy and operating as a fraud upon 
the nation." 

The bill| as thus amended, passed hy a vote of one 
hundred and twelve yens, agaicst twelve nays ; among 
the latter were John Quincy Adams and Joshua R. 
Giddings. 

The bill went to the Senate, where the obnoxious 
preamble met with a stem opposition. It was assailed 
bitterly by the minority, which included such men as 
Berrien, Oalhoun, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Critten- 
den, MoDuffle, and Mangum. 

Among the prominent Democrats who advocated 
the preamble were Allen, Benton, Cass, Diz, Houston, 
and Busk. 

Meanwhile preparations were made for war, which 
was inherited from the preceding administration. 

Miyor-Oeneral Gaines, who was at New Orleans, 
made arrangements for " swooping to Mexico." He 
wanted to attack the Mexicans before they had time 
to gather force. But the administration checked his 
impulse, and ordered him to Washington. 

The Thirtieth Congressassembled in December, 1847, 
with a Whig minority of eight opposed to the admin- 
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istration of Mr. Polk ; and there was the remarkable 
gain of seventj-one " opposition " roemberB over the 
preceding Congprera. 

Mr. Calhoun introduced a resolution declaring tliat 
to conquer and hold Mexico, either as a province, or 
incor|K)rating it into the Union, was inconsistent vrith 
the avowed object of the war, contrary to the settled* 
policy of the Grovcrnment, in conflict witli its charac- 
ter and genius, and in the end must be subversive of 
all our free and popular institutions ; and that no line 
of policy in the further prosecution of the war should 
be adopted which might tend to consequences so 
disastrous. 

Various resolutions were introduced in both branches, 
by d liferent members, relative to the war ; amohg them, 
Abraham Lincoln offered one calling upon the Presi- 
dent, to inform Congress whether the ** spot" on which 
the first blood was shed was American or Mexican 
soil, and that he particularly point it out 

The country is already acquainted with thebrilliant 
exploits and successes of our armies in Mexico. They 
will always be remembered. 

Mr. Polk became weary of the war, and resorted to 
an extraordinary expedient for ending it, a plan which 
called down upon him denunciations both loud and 
deep. 

General Lopez de Santa Ana had been exiled from 

Mexico, and was in Havana. Great indeed was the 

surprise when it became known that he had slipped 

over to Vera Cms in an American man-of-war, witli 

F 
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th« pcnnisaioD of President Polk, and this, too, ot m 
time when our militAry forces occupied a portion of 
that republic. His friends in Vera Cnii bad notice 
of hifl coming, and the grandiloquent pronuneianunlo 
was already prepared by them. The first effect of his 
presence was the declaration of the garrison of Vera 
Cniz for their old chief, whose t'hout, like that of all 
his countrymen ever hod been and wan, "God and 
Liberty I " 

Santa Ana hod KarocI; landed, and rcatra|ipcd his 
wooden leg, before he wns approached by an agent of 
this Government, " The man with a white hat," (as 
he iraa called l>y newspaper corrcspondcntB) following 
the army. He was aske<l to make a treaty, to which 
he responded : " Sir : I am not ready yet. I have 
just gained a welcome in Vera Cruz, and I do not 
know but that my countrymen elsewhere arc still 
against me, I have, as you know, jiist returned from 
exile." 

The administration of Mr. Polk had received prom- 
ises from Santa Ana, tlie old wily Mexican, that if he 
were permitted to rctam to his native land, he would 
take such action as would end the war. And the 
administration confided in his promisee. 

So a little longer time was afTurded to the General, 
which he improved, not in the interests oif the United 
Slates, but in favor of his own country. The people 
everywhere welcomed him, being glad of his asaist- 
once in the war. He set to work, organiEcd armies, 
and infused great vigor into lot Mexioanot. Every 
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man capablo of bearing arms had to become a soldier. 
He did wonders, considering the impoverished condi- 
tion of the counUy. In camp or on the march there 
was no commissariat, as with us. A little com and 
salty and jerked beef, sufficed for their support The 
food was plain, but wholesome, with such fruits as 
might be picked up, or picked oiT, upon the march, 
washed down with aqua ardienie. The *^ man with the 
white hat'' postponed his business until Santa Ana 
had a '' more convenient season." 

I know that a short time before the order was issued 
to the commander of the fleet oiT Vera Cruz for Santa 
Ana's return to Mexico in a United States vessel, his 
agent was in Washington, and had frequent inter- 
views with President Polk and members of the Cabi- 
net. I had a private friend, who was intimate with 
this agent, and who had abundant means of keeping 
himself advised of the progress of the negotiation. 
Mr. Ritchie, of the '' Union," who was alwajrs ready to 
deny the truth of anything said against Mr. Polk, 
while admitting that this secret agent frequently 
visited the White House, endeavored to make it 
ap])ear that he was, (using his own well-remembered 
term,) '' a mere chevaiUr dPinduibrieJ' So he was, as 
the sequel proved, and stole the confidence of Presi- 
dent Polk and his advisers. 

Sanla Anna, despite the sneers against him, was an 
able General, and certainly out-generalled Polk and 
Maroy, and showed himself by the ^'little arrange- 
ment " to be a sujierior diplomate. 
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General Scott, however, waa more than n mnteli for 
Sania Ana, and glorionsly eucoeedcd in reaching the 
Capital of Mexico, where our troojn " revelled in the 
halls of the Montciumns," 

The campaign was not free from diai^reeable events 
from our own side. The history of that period re- 
Donla the quarrel between Mr. Mnrey, the Secretary 
of War, and Aldjor-Generol Seott. The corre^iiwnd- 
eiiee was apicy. 

The war ended on the 30tli of May, 1848, the date 
of tlie treflty of peace am) boundaries, and acquisition 
of territory — California and New Mexico. 

The treaty was communicated to tho 8enat«, na a 
con/(f«n(ini document, ami wan ordered to be printed 
for the use of that body. Somehow, Air. John Nu- 
gent, the correspondent of the " New York Herald," 
obtained a copy of it, and caused it to be printed in 
that newspaper. 

The Senate ortlered his arrest, and he wm brought 
to ita bar, in secret session, on the charge of commit- 
ting "a breach of privilege." Thus arraigned, he 
refueetl to tell where or from whom he obtained the 
document. He vas, for this "contempt," kept in 
dose oonfincment. The prisoner was brought before 
the Circuit Court of this District, under ft writ of 
habeaa eorp'it, issued on tiio application of Joseph H, 
Bradley, Bon., his counsel. Tiic late Richard 8. Coxe, 
£Bq,, appeared on behalf of tho Senate. After elab- 
orata argument, the Court decided that it was not 
within its jurisdiction to order tlio relcaeo of Mr. 
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Nugent; and he was accordingly remanded to the 
custody of the 8ergeant4it-arnis of the Senate. The 
Senate never did ascertain from him the name of the 
person from whom he received the treaty. He re- 
mained a prisoner until the close of the session of 
Congress. 

President Polk vras a courteous gentleman; very 
dignified in his manners ; his conversation was pleas- 
ant, but Avas free from joke and humor. Mrs. Polk 
always attended the receptions, and was easy and ele- ' 
gant in her manners. 

Mr. Polk was, like his predecessor, tlie recipient of 
a box from an unknown source. Instead of exhibiting 
symptoms of fear, he eareUady found occasion to step 
aside five or six feet to spit, but did not return to in- 
spect the suspicious box. Mr. Secretary Walker was 
in company, and neither did he expose himself to ap- 
prehended danger. Martin, as in the former instance, 
by permission, opened the box, and announced that 
there was nothing in it but an ** ould rust-eaten gun, 
and without a lock." 

It was probably sent to him*by an opponent of the 
war, which was at that time in progress, and who re- 
sorted to this method to express his contempt for the 
hostile proceedings. 

To relieve the President from his embarrassment, 
Martin remarked: ''Perhaps, your Excellency, some 
friend has sent this to you, as a relic of the Revolu- 
tionary war.'* 

" Oh yes I " quickly rejoined the Prcsidcnty '' I re- 
S 
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collect I received a letter from North Carolina, sev- 
eral dajTS agO| advising me of the fact." 

The scene presented nothing of an exciting char- 
acter, and was tame in comparison with that on tlie 
occasion of the box-opening during the term of his 
immediate predecessor. 

In the early part of the year 1848, Mr. Henry 
Clay gave a dinner to a number of his friends, tlio 
otject being, as it was shrewdly suspected, of discover- 
ing, in the course of conversation, the sincerity of some 
of those who professed to be earnest in their political 
attachments. Botts, Pendleton, and Crittenden were 
among the guests. It was not long before Botts 
and Crittenden engaged in an earnest and spirited 
conversation about the 'Moyalty " of Reverdy Johnson, 
at diat time a Senator of the United States. Mr. 
Botts doubted the sincerity of Mr. Johnson, and pro- 
ceeded to show, by the words and conduct of that 
gentleman, the truth of his bold assertion. Mr. 
Crittenden was surprised that the charge should be 
made, and vindicated his friend Johnson from the as- 
persion. The dialogue became so noisy, that Mr. 
Clay interfered to calm the perturbed spirits. He 
saidt ^Gentlemen, during the war of 1812, our mess 
occasioned much unkind feeling by constantly dis- 
eossing the merits of that conflict ; and many acrimo- 
nious remarks were made to the disgust of those who 
supported it; in fact, there was much dissatisfaction, 
which threatened to separate the members of the mess. 
So one day we agreed| that when the subject should 
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again be introdcoed, anj one was at liberty to cry out 
* Bufihlo I ' BH much as to say that tlie strife should stop, 
and that some other topic be introdaoed. In the course 
of a few days, the cry of ' Buffalo' had its desired effect'' 
Mr. Clay's dinner-party were pleased with the narra- 
tive; but it soon {Missed from the minds of Messrs. 
Botts and Crittenden, for they resumed the heated 
conversation almut llcvcrdy Johnson, when Mr. Clay 
suddenly calletl out ''BufRiloI" wishing to end the 
conversation : Mr. Botts, in response to this friendly 
command of Mr. Clay, said: ''It is well enough for. 
you, Mr. Clay, to cry 'Buffalo' to us, but if we were to 
cry 'Buffalo' to you, you would show your horns 
very quickly." Whereupon Mr. Clay, in the blandest 
manner possible, said in his deep and sonorous voice: 
"That may be true, my friends; but you must make 
some allowance for 'thb dictator.' " 

[The point in the remark is, that Mr. Clay had 
boon called "the Dictator" by his |M>litical opponents.] 

During the three days preceding the 19th of April, 
1 848, very great excitement prevailed in Washington 
and our neighboring city of Georgetown, arising out 
of the fact that many citisens of the twp places had 
been deprived of their servants, and its being reported 
that they were taken on board of a suspicious vessel, 
which had brought wood to Washington, and then left 
the wharf during Saturday night and sailed down the 
Potomac River. Thecitijeens of Georgetown determined 
on Sunday to chose the schooner, and for this purpose 
they chartered the steamboat Salem; the pursuerB, 
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about thirty in number, being armed witli muskolfl, 
piatols, and other weapon§. Nothing vea known of 
atbcr the Aigitives or the pnnnera until Tuest^Kj 
morning, when the stamer irrived at the steamboat 
wharf, bringing with her the schooner and all the 
aUvQ passengers, tc^ether with Kdward Bayers, a white 
man, raptaio of tho schooner, and a person named 
Daniel Drsjton, of Philadelphia, who bad chartered 
the aohooner. 

The Salon discovered the Pearl lying in Cornfield 
Harbor, at the month of the Potomac River, about 
two o'clock on Monday morning. 

The Aigitives, sevens-seven in number, were fast 
asleep below, as were also Sayera, Charles English, (a 
white boatman,) and Drayton. The Salem having 
been mn alongside the Ptarl, the Georgetown party 
boarded her, ftstencd tho hatches, uid thus secured 
tiw fngitivcs and their white oompanions. 

A large number of persons were on the wharf when 
the vessels arrived, some of whom used threatening 
language toward the white men who were brought up 
as prisoners, but no sseault was attempted. They 
were hurried before a magistrate, who committed them 
for further examination on the charge of aiding slaves 
to escape from their owners. 

The fligitives, numbering thirty-dgbt ni«), twenty- 
tiz women, and thirteen ehildron, were alao lodged in 

Mr. Ghunoliel Bailey, Jr., the Editor of the "Na- 
tfonal Era," published an addresa to tbo dtiienB of 
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Washington, eaj'mg, " A nunor has been circulated that 
the office of the ' Era,' was ooncemed, directij or in- 
directly, with the recent attempt of a number of slaves 
to escape on the Pearly it is due to respectable citizens 
of this place and to myself to give a plain, full, and 
unequivocal denial to tiiis report." (Which he did ; 
and then added :^ "While determined to yield no 
right to menace or violence — a concession which no 
true-hearted American would be ungenerous enough 
to demand, — I feel it my duty to do all I can to re- 
move a serious misapprehension, calculated to provoke 
unpleasant excitement. Certainly I feel a great re- 
pugnance to be assailed for what I have never done, 
or dreamed of; but if illegal violence be inflicted upon 
mc for writing and printing freely aliout slavery, or 
any other subject which it may suit an American 
citizen to discuss, then will I suffer cheerfully, in the 
confident hope that when |)assion and prejudice shall 
have been dispelled, justice will be done to my char- 
acter." 

Notwithstanding the disclaimer of Mr. Bailey, a 
large numlxir of persons assembled before the office 
of the "National Era," which was at that time on 
Seventh Street, opposite to tlie Patent Office. Some 
of them, with frantic yells, and bitter imprecations, 
demanded that the office be entered, and the printing 
material destroyed. It was remarked at the time thai 
none of those who had been despoiled of their slaves 
were present on the occasion. The mob was com- 
posed, in part, of half-grown boys, who certainly were 
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tokIj to take part in the work of destniction. John 
H. Goddard was the captain of the Auxiliary Guard, 
and exhibited great firmness and prescnoo of mind in 
all his movements. He had a oomparati velj small force* 
to assist him, but he ranged his men in front of the 
oiBce, ami gave doe notice that the first person who 
attempted an entrance should be stricken to the earth. 
The mob swajed up to the front, but were gallantly 
pressed back by the policemen. Shouts, and yells, and 
curses, were frequently uttered by the rioters. If such 
vocal performances had been of avail, the rickety print- 
ing-ofBce building would surely have tumbled to the 
earth I 

Several dtiscns, with a view of quieting the excite- 
ment, resorted to an expedient for that purpose. 
They pretended to sympathise with the mob, and 
invited all who desired to take counsel to accompany 
them to the Patent Office steps, on F Street Thither 
the larger part of the crowd repaired, where these citi- 
sens made speeches ; one of them obtaining the con- 
sent of many of the rioters to meet at the same place 
the next morning, to perform the work of destruction. 
This postponement afforded time to make preparations 
to defeat all unlawful purposes. 

Mr. I/enox, at that time President of the Boanl of 
Aldermen, issued, in handbill form, an address to the 
oitiaens of Washington, in which he said s 

^It is well known to you that events hare transpired within 
the Isflt few dtLjn, io&p\j aifeding the pesos snd character of 
1^. The danger is not past, but demands in* 
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creased TigiUnoe ftom the firictidi of order. The calm, ddiber- 
ate Judgment of the people of this dtj, ancqniTocally dedarod, 
is tiiat the law will bo ibiind suffldent ibr the rodrcM of any 
grierance, while fearful acta of lawlev riolenoo can only aggrft- 
▼ate the eviL The authoritiesy munidpal and police, haTC 
thus fiur restrained acts of yiolence, and now iuToko the dtiaens 
of Washington to sustain them in their ftirther efforts to main* 
tain the peace and prescnro the honor of the dty. The peace 
and character of the Ci^iital of this Republic mud be prosored. 
" The Mayor of this dty, (Colond Beaton,) confined to bed 
by sickness, ftiUy concurs in the abore. 

"Walter Lbkox, 
PttridaU qf the Board qf AUermm. 

"J, H. GODDARD, 

Oamiain AuxUkant Oward, 
" April 20, 19^." 

The City Councils elected Colonel Peter Force to act 
as Mayor during Colonel Beaton's illness, and, by for- 
mal resolutioD| authorized him to take such measures 
as were necessary to preserve the public peace. 

Tlie next niglit there was another crowd before the 
^'National Era" Office, but considerably tamed in spirit; 
the municipal authorities having engaged extra police- 
men, and taken other measures to prevent violence of 
action. The '^ National Era'' Office was preserved. 

Meanwhile the halls of Congress were disturbed 
with the subject 

Mr. Giddings, of Ohio, sought to introduce the fol- 
lowing preamble and resolution t 

" Whereas, more than eighty men, women, and diildren are. 
said to be now confined in the prison of this District, without 
being charged with crime or any impropriety other than an 
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attempt to a^oj the liberty for which onr fiitheri enooiintered 
toil, eaflSerini^ ami death iteclf, and for which the people of 
manj Enropeaii gOTcmments are now fltmggling; 

" And whereas, said prison was erected, and is now sustained . 
hy ftinds, oontribated by the people of the Free as well as the 
Slave Btates, and is under the control of the law-officers of the 
United States; 

''And whereas, soeh practice is contrary to our national 
diaractcr, incompatible with the duty of a cirilised and Chris* 
tian people, and unworthy of being sustained by an American 
Congress, therefore, 

"Retoivedf Tliat a select committee of fire members of this 
body be appointed to inquire into and report to this House, by 
what authority said prison is used for the purpose of confining 
persons who had attempted to escape from slarery, with leave 
to report what legislation is proper in regard to such persons." 

Mr. Giddings had a^ked leave to introdiioe this 
pro|KMition, but acvcral gentlemen objected. 

Mr. IIolmeB, of South Carolina, said, that if the 
resolution, were confiideredy lie would move to amend 
b^ an inqniry whether the scoundrels who caused them 
to be in jail ought not to be hung. 

This sally caused much laughter, for Mr. Holmes 
was an ill-tempered man. He was small in stature, 
but always had ** large-sounding words." 

Mr. Palfreyi of Massachusetts, the next day, rose 
to a question of privilege, presented in the following 
nmn t— • 

''Whereas, common report has rq>resented to members of 
this House that a lawless mob has assembled within the Dis- 
trict of Columbia on the two nights Just passed, and has com- 
Mitted acts of vloleiice^ setting at defiance the laws and eOn- 
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ttitoted anthorities of the United States, and menacing indl- 
▼idualfl of tiiis body and other penons residing in aaid District^ 
therefore, 

^ Boohed, That a select committee of five members be ap- 
pointed to inquire into the fiu^ above referred to, and to re- 
port the fiu^ with their opinion, whether anj legislation is 
necessary or expedient in the premises, and thai th^ have 
leave to sit during the session of the House.** 

A debate followedi continuing for two days. It 
involved the point whetlicr the declarations in the 
proposition amounted to a question of privilege. The 
House laid the whole subject on the table by a vote of 
yeas 130, nays 42. 

The slaves were delivered to their respective owners, 
and a few of them, nearly white, were purcluised by 
voluntary subscriptions and set at liberty. 

In the criminal court of the District of Columbia, at 
the March term, 1849, Daniel Drayton was convicted 
of transporting slaves in seventy-three cases, and sen- 
tenced by the court, in each case, to pay a fine of one 
hundred and forty dollars and costs ; one half of the 
fine to the owner of tlie slaves, according to the act of 
Maryland, 1796. He was ordered to be committed to 
the jail of Washington County till fines and costs were 
paid. 

The same number of cases against Edward Sayres, 
who was fined one hundred dollars and costs in each, 
and committed as above. 

Under the law of Maryland, in force in the District 
of Columbia, the penalty was a fine not exceeding two 
hundred dollars, with imprisonment in the county 
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jail as the alternative of non-payment This Act was 
passed in 1796. The court did not impose the maxi- 
mom fine in either case, one half of which, under the , 
terms of the law, inured to the owners of the slaves, 
and die other to the '' commissioners of the county." 
The costs belonged to the United States, by whom all 
the expenses of the prosecution had been |Hiid. 

They remained in jail four years, when President 
Fillmore pardoned them — 12th of August, 1862 — 
having been sustained by the opinion of Attorney- 
General Crittenden. 

When the order was sent to the jail for die release 
of Drayton and Sayrcs, the Marshal of the United 
States for the District of Columbia hesitated to com- 
ply with it The Secretary of the Interior wanted to 
detain tliem, to wait for a requisition from the Gov- 
ernor of Virginia; the laws of which State, it was 
said, ihcy had violated. Senator Sumner was very 
much troubled about the detention, and spoke to Mr. 
Lewis Clephane, one of the publishers of the ** Na- 
tional Era," on the subject Mr. Clephane suggested 
that Mr. Sumner insist on their discharge, the Presi- 
dent's order requiring this to be done. 

The Marshal Anally obe}'ed the order ; and Drayton and 
Sayres, by Mr. Clephane's request, weresent to him. Mr. 
Clephane hired a hack, and, in the darkness of die night, 
took them to Baltimore, and placed them on the train for 
Harrisburg. Nothing more has been heard of them. 

On die 21st of February, 1848, John Quincy Ad- 
amsi while in his seat in die House of Representatives, 
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WHS seized with paralysis. Mr. Hubbard^ of Conneci- 
iciity called upon Mr. Fisher, of Ohio, who occupied a 
seat at Mr. Adams's right, to support the latter, who 
was apparently in the act of endeavoring to grasp the 
front of his desk, but sinking back in his seat, he 
dropped away to the left. He rallied, however, and 
as Mr. Fisher rose to assist him, he again fell back in 
the same position as before. Mr. Grinnell, his colleague, 
and others sitting near, flew to his side, when, the oo- 
currence generally becoming known, . many of the 
meralx^rs rushed toward the s}K>t, but retired upon the 
exclamations, '* Keep back I " " Give him air I '' The 
business of the House was by this time altogether 
suspended — everything in confusion. The windows 
were raised, and Mr. Grinnell bathed his face with 
ice- water; when he rallied for an instant and gave 
utterance, in a feeble voice, to the sentence : '* This is 
the lust of earth— I am content" Mr. Fries, of 
Ohio, — a regular physician, — raised him in his arms, 
and carried him to the Speaker's room, about fifty 
yards from Mr. Adams's seat in the House ; the Speak- 
er and several memben of the Jliassachusctts delega- 
tion accompanying him. 

Mr. Adams died on Wednesday evening, on the 
sofn in tlie Speaker's room, where he lay in an appar- 
ently insensible condition, from the Monday previous. 
The funeral ceremonies were performed on the 26th 
of February. The remains were embalmed, and .lay 
in state, and were visited by thousands of persons. 
On the day of the ftiueral, the House was called to 
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order by the Speaker. The PreBident of the United 
SCatcSy and heads of the Departments, entered the Hall, 
the former taking his seat on the right of the Speaker. . 
The Jodges of the Supreme Court, in their gowns of 
office; officers of the Army and Navy, in full uniform; 
foreign Ministers and their suites, in rich costume, 
followed, and took their seats right and left of the 
area in front of the Speaker's cliair. The Senate then 
came into the Hall, with the Vice-President, who 
took his seat -on the Speaker's left. After this, the 
fiunily of the deceased and the Massachusetts delega- 
tion, preceding the coffin, appeared as chief mourners. 
The chaplain, Bev. R. R. Gurley, pronounced an elo- 
quent discourse from /oft vi. 17 : '* And thine age shall 
be dearer than the noonday; thou shalt be as the 
morning; and thou shalt be secure, because there is 
hope.'' 

The remains were subsequently placed in the re- 
ceiving-vault of the Congressional Cemetery; being 
carried in a funeral-car drawn by six white horses, 
and led by grooms in white scarfr; and finally, re- 
moved hence and deposited in the fimiily vault at 
Quincy, Massaohusetto. 



CHAPTER VI. 

THB INAUGURATIOir OF OENERAL TAYLOR— THX GABINET — 
RECEFTIONH — A BLUXDEB — ANECDOrrE OF MBS. MADI80V 
AND MR. CLAY — DEATH OF MRS. MADISON — POLITICAL 
AND SECTIONAL TROUBLES — ELECTION OF SPEAKER — 
TOOMBS ON THE RAMPAGE — A DISSOLUTION OF THE UNION I 
— THE COMPROMISE MEASURES — WASHINGTON'S COFFIN — 
DEATH OF MR. CALHOUN — LAYING OF THB CORNER-STONE 
OF THE WASHINGTON NATIONAL MONUMENT — DEATH OF 
ZACHARY TAYLOR— CHOLERA MEDICINE— ANECDOTE — Suft- 
CE88ION OF MR. FILLMORE. 

rpiIE inauguration of General Zachary Taylor, as 
-L Presiilent of the United States, took place on the 
4th of March, 1849. 

The procession whidi escorted him to the Capitol 
was large and imposing, composed, in part, of twelve 
military companies. The carriage in which the Prosi« 
dent elect rode was drawn by four handsome gray 
horses, protected from the pressure of the multitude 
by one hundred marshals. The gentlemen who rode 
in the carriage with hiro| were the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and the Mayor of Washing- 
ton. According to previous arrangements, when the 
carriage arrived in front of the Irving Hotel, where 
the retiring President (Polk) was sojourning, the 
procession halted, and he was placed in the carriage, 
and took a seat on thei right of the President elect, 
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who shook hill predeoewor cordially by the hand. 
The friendly delicacy of the movement was duly ap-, 
preoiated by the multitude of persons who witnessed it; 
thereupon rung out spontaneously nine loud huzzas. 

In the Senate chamber, Mr. Fillmore, the Vice- 
President elect, was escorted to the Chair by Mr. Dal- 
las, the retiring Vice-President Having taken the 
oath of office, Mr. Fillmore (as usiml on such occasions) 
delivered an address. 

The chamber was filled with members of Congress, 
foreign Ministers, Judges of the Supreme Court, and 
other distingnished personages. 

' The ceremonies in the Senate over, there was a long 
interval, awaiting the arrival of General Taylor. He 
at length drew near, sat for a few moments in the 
chair assigned to him, and was then escorted to the plat- 
form on the eastern portico. There, in the presence 
of many thousands of spectators, he delivered his in- 
augural address and took the oath of office. 

The ceremonies terminated by salvos o^ artillery; 
the procession was re-formed, and escorted Greneral 
Taylor to the Executive mansion. He was met there 
by a vast multitude. Passing along the area in front 
of him, he took the ladies, one after another, by the 
hand : a ceremony which, from their great number, it 
was not possible for him to perform with the crowd 
of the other sex. 

There were three inauguration balls at night — at 
Jackson Hall, Garusi's Saloon, and the City Hall. 
Pnsident Taylor and Vice-President Fillmore at- 
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tended all of them in suooesBion. The disphij at each 
ball was noted for its briiliano3r. 

President Taylor chose for his Cabinet : John VL 
Clajton, Secretary of State; William M. Meredith, 
Secretary of the Treasury ; George W. Crawford, Sec- 
retary of War ; William B. Preston, Secretary of the 
Navy; Thomas Ewing, Secretary of the Interior; 
Jacob CoUamcr, Postmaster-General; and Beverdy 
Johnson, Attomey-Greneral. 

On the 13th of March, President Taylor received 
the diplomatic corps. The address was made to him 
on their behalf by the Minister representing tlie Ar^ 
gentine Copfederation. 

The usual pressure for office commenced, as on the 
incoming of every President. General Taylor and the 
Cabinet and Bureau officers were so much annoyed by 
the importunities of the place-hunters, that, during the 
month of March, the following notice was published by 
authority : 

" We understand that it has been foand neoeaaaiy by the Pres- 
ident of the United States, to require that all applications for 
office shall be made to the chief of the several departments, by 
whom they will be submitted at the proper time. No direct 
application can be entertained by the President for any oiBce 
whatercr." 

A great error was made in the President's annual 

message, in the December following. Some copies had 

been printed, containing the sentence; ''We are at 

peace with all the nations of the world, and the red of 

mankind^* The blunder caused much diversion to his 

political opponents. But it was corrected, so that the 
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Bcntcnoe rend : " We are at peace with all the nations 
of tho worlil, and seek to maintain our ohcrisiieil rela- 
tions of amity with tiiem." 

Mrs. Madiiton, relict of Pmident Madison, died in 
this city, on the 1.1th of Jnly, 1849. Her funeral was 
attended by the mont prominent civiliana at that time 
in Woahington. She was a lady of cl^ant manners, 
and for a long period receive<l her frienda on New 
Years' days. 

An old citixcn has informed me that the levee of 
Hr. Madison, in February, 1616, was remembered for 
jreare aa the most brilliant ever held up to that date in 
the Executive mansion. The Justices of tbe Supreme 
Court were prcwnt in their gowns, at the head of whom 
waa Chief-JuHlice Marshall. The Peace CommiBaioners 
to Ghent — Gallatin, Buyard, Clay, and Uussell— were 
in Hie oompany. Mr. Adams alone was absent. The 
levee was additionally brilliant — the heroes of the war 
of 1812 — Mnjor-Gcncrols Brown, Gaines, Scott, and 
Ripley, with their aide*, all in full dress, forming an 
attractive feature. The return of j>cace hod restored 
the kindest feeling at home and abroad. The Fed- 
eralists and lU'publicans of hotli IIoueeH of Con- 
f^rcH, party ]>oliticinns, citiKcna and strangers, were 
brought together as friends, to be thankful for the 
present, ant] to look forward with delight to the great 
future. 

The most notable feature of the evening was the 
magnificent display of tho diplomatic ooriM, prominent 
In which was Sir CharlcA Ifaigot, special ambassador 
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from our late enemy ^ Great Britain. It was on that 
occasion that Mr. Bagot made the remark, that Mrs. 
Madison " looked every inch a qneen.'' The only ind- 
dcnt of a disagreeable character was the coolness toward 
the French Minister (who was very popular with the 
Itcpul)licans) by the Representatives of the Holy 
Alliance. 

Mrs. Madison, like Mr. Clay, was very fond of 
snuff. The lady oflfered him a pinch from her splendid 
box. which the gentleman accepted with the grace for 
which he was distinguished. Mrs. Madison put her 
hand into her ]iocket, and pulling out a bandanna 
handkerchief, said, ** Mr. Clay, this is for rough work," 
at the same time applying it at the proper place; ''and 
thin," producing a fine lace handkerchief from another 
pocket, "is my polisher.'' She suited the actions to 
the words, removing from her nose the remaining 
grains of snuff. 

Mr. Van Bnren inherited from General Jackson the 
financial troubles; Mr. Polk from Mr. Tyler a war 
with Mexico ; and General Taylor the troubles grow- 
ing out of the acquisition of tei^itory from Mexico. 
The difficulty now was to compronuse, or settle, polit- 
ical and sectional differences. 

The Congress which met on the first Monday of 
December, 1849, was remarkably excited. The slavery 
question was prominent in the legislative halls. North- 
em members were determined not to be driven from 
their '' free soil " position, while the representatives 
of the South clamorously insisted ujion being allowed 
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tli6 right of oanying their slaves into all the territories 
of the United States. The issue had been fiiirly joined ; 
neither side was disposed to jield anything ; and under 
thb condition of id&irs, members stemlj mM fiu» to 
fine. 

The first business was to organise the House. Fre- 
quent votes had been taken for the election of a 
Speaker, but without success. Members desired to 
open up discuision before this necessary preliminary 
was efiected, and Mr. Toomlis, of Oeorgiai was loudly 
in favor of latitude of debate. He considered that 
the House, at the time, was nothing more than a town- 
meeting, or a mob, and vociferously declared, with 
extravagant gestures, that the Union was at an end I 
Practically, however, we had not reached the catas- 
trophe. 

The House adopted a resolution that no debate was 
in order previous to the election of a S|)eaker and 
other officers. 

Mr. Toombs determined to speak. He denied the 
right to jxiss any order prohibiting debate. He would 
exercise his right of discussion ! He was saluted with 
deafening cries of Order ! " ''Order!'' to which he 
responded : '' You may cry ' order, order, 'till the hea^ 
vens fiill, but you cannot take this place from me/" 
He had a right, he said, to protest against such a gag I 

While Toombs was engaged in declamation, some 
one moved to rescind the anti-speaking rule; when 
the clerk proceeded to call the roll on that question, 
amid tlie combined noise made by *' the gentleman 
from Georgia ** and the repeated calls to order. 
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** I know my right,'' be rciicoted for ilio twentieth 
time; ''you may call the roll, but you cauiiot HteMe 
me. I stand on the constitution of my countryi and 
on the liberty of speech. [Cries of '' Order I "] Yon 
have treacherously violated and opposed the rights of 
my constituentSi and your fiendish yells may well be 
raised to drown an argument which you tremble to 
hear ! I ask by what autliority thai man (pointing at 
the clerk) stands there and calls the roll? A member 
in defending liis constitutional rights must not thus be 
interrupted.'' 

Mr. Toombs was becoming weaker and weaker. 
No one seemed to have any ''constitutional right" but 
himself; at Inst, exlmustcd, hoan<e, and jiauting for 
breath, from his violent oratorical effort, lie sank into 
his seat, apiNircntly Batislicd that he liatl indulged in 
'^ freedom of debate." 

Members from the North had no disjxMition to 
come in personal collision with Mr. Toombs and his 
imrtisans, for they knew tlmt he was earnestly seeking 
an opi)ortunity to break up the assemblage altogether, 
if he could, and thus give practical efiect to his decla- 
ration that the Union was at an end I 

The clerk was finally allowed to call the roll, when 
tlie announcement was made by him tlut the House 
had refused to rescind the rule forbidding debate. 

A resolution was then agreed to, in effect : that on 
the next ballot, the House shall proceed to elect a 
B|)eaker from the four candidates receiving the largest 
number of votes. If neitlier have a miyority, the 
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Hniise flhail then (elect from the three candidatn 
having the largest number of votes. If no choice, 
tbcn the two candidates having the largcet number of ■ 
TOtefl ahall be the only candidates. 

Thus the choice was narrowed down to Howell 
Cobb, of Gwrgift, and Robert C. Winthrop, of Msb- 
sachasetla; the former receiving one hundred and two, 
and the latter one hiindre<l voles. The Honee poraed 
a resolution, declaring Kir. Cobb elected Speaker. A 
slight manifestation of applauw fotloweil this result. 

Mr. Cobb, on being conducted to the chair, made 
an appropriate speech. 

Thus, three weeks were spent in securing a presiding 
officer. 

Early in February, 1850, Mr. Claj-, in the Senate, 
presented a series of resolutions, having for their object, 
he said, "the peace, concord, and bnrmony of the 
Union, and a settlement of the questions relating to 
slavery, eto." Toward the close of his remarks on 
tliat occasion, ho told this incident: "A man came to 
my room — the same at whose instance, a few days ago, 
I presented a memorial calling npon Congress for the 
purchase of Mount Vernon for the use of the public, — 
and without being at all aware of what purpose I 
entertained in the discharge of my ]>ublic duty lo-day, 
he said to me ; ' Mr. Clay, I hcortl you make a remark 
the other day, which induces me (o soppuee that a 
precious relic in my poeseesion would be aooeptable to 
you.' He then drew out of his pocket, and presented 
to me, the object which I now hold in ray band. And 
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what| Mr. Presideiit, do you sappoee it is? It is a 
fragment of the coffin of Washington — a fragment of 
that coffin in which now repose, in silence, in sleep, 
and Bpeechlees, all the earthly remains of the vener- 
ated Father of his Country. Was it portentous that it 
should have been thus presented to me ? Was it a 
sad pressge of what might happen to that fabric whidi 
Washington's virtue, patriotism, and valor established? 
No, sir, no. It was a warning voice, coming from the 
grave to the Congress now in session, to beware, to 
pause, to reflect, before they lend themselves to any 
purposes which shall destroy the Union which was 
cemented by his exertions and example. Sir, I hope 
an impression may be made on your mind such as that 
which was made on mine by the reception of this pre- 
cious relic." 

No one who regularly attended tlie sessions of Con- 
gress; in 1850, can ever forget the ability and spirit 
of the debates by the great men ; tlie most prominent 
of whom will npver more appear, the grave having 
closed over their remains. Mr. Calhoun was not able 
to l)e present during the discussion, but caused to be 
read a speech expressive of his views. He had been 
suflTcring during the winter with a menacing pleuritic 
affection which, for eight or ten weeks, with only 
a few brief intervals, confined him to his room. Thus 
gradually sinking, he died, aged sixty-eight years, at 
his boartling-house, the old Capitol building, ( which 
was during the rebellion used as a prison.) His death 
was announced in both Houses of Congress, and more 
than the usual number of addresses delivered on tlie 
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oocaBion. The Departments were dothed in moam- 
ing. 

Paasing over intermediate events, it may be stated^ 
that on the oocasioii of the laying of the oomer-stone 
of the Washington National Monument, on the 4th 
of Jnly, of the same year, a very large crowd of spec- 
tators was present. The oration was delivered by 
General Foote. When the speaker quoted from the 
letter of Hamilton to Washington, protesting against 
the first President's retiring from office, as he himself 
desired. President Taylor, who sat to the left of the 
orator, aroused himself, as if to catch every word that 
was uttered. 

Oeorge Washington Parke CusUs, the grandson of 
General Washington's wife, also spoke on the inter- 
esting occasion. 

A rather unexpected feature was added to the cere- 
monies — a bag of sand from the tomb of Kosciusko, 
which was deposited with the comer-stone. This relic 
was presented by Frauds Leiber, by whose son it had 
been brought to this country for the purpose. 

The weather was intensely warm. While on the 
ground, President Taylor partook freely of ice- water, 
and on his return to Uie White House he said he fdt 
very hungry, and ate heartily of cherries, which he 
washed down with copious draughts of iced milk and 
water. At dinner, he applied himsdf again to the 
dierrieSy against which Dr. Witherspoon remonstrated. 
In the course of an hour, he was seised with cramps, 
which resulted in violent cholera morbus. The dis- 
ease, from a remittent eharacter, took the form of tj* 



/ 



AND TH1KG8 AT WA8UIKQT0N. 



107 



phoid. Then tli« greatest anxietj, in Washington 
and throughout the oountrj, was expressed oonooming 
hinii and hourly telegrams were sent henoe as to his 
condition. They announoed, firsts that he was seriously 
ill; next, that he was in a dying condition, and 
that, therefore, he was beyond the power of human 
skill; and, finally, that he died on the 9th of July. 
His death was calm and peaceful; Vice-President 
Fillmore, the Cabinet ministers, the Mayor of Wash- 
ington, the Marshal of the District of Columbia, the 
attending physicians, and his family, surrounded his 
bed. His last words were, ''I have endeavored to do 
my duty." 

Mr. Fillmore sent a short note to tlie Senate, saying, 
that, in consequence of the death of President Taylor, 
he would be no longer able to fulfil the duties of 
Vice-President, and suggested that this notification 
might. enable the Senate to proceed more promptly to 
the election of a presiding officer. Soon after, he 
communicated a message to both Houses of Congress, 
recommending the adoption of such measures as in 
their discretion might seem proper, to perform with 
due solemnities the funereal obsequies to Zaohary Tay- 
lor, the late President, and thereby signify the great 
and affectionate regard of the American people for 
the memory of one whose whole life was passed in 
the public service, and whose career in arms had not 
been surpassed for usefulness or brilliancy. 

Eulogies were delivered in both Houses, and com- 
mittees appointed to make preparations for the funeral. 

The remains lay in the east room at the White 
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Honse, ujran & nut^ifloent oalaAleo of black velvet, 
trimmed with white aatin laoe; the hody wni in ■ 
leaden ooffln, etioloeed in one of roohogsn; with fiflver 
deoorvtione. 

The doon of the President'e houae were opened in 
the morning for the adminion of Heads of Depart- 
ments, foreign Ministers, and ot))ers of prominent 
official poaltion. Many persons had gathered on the 
outside. The fuiioral ceremonies were ])erformed by 
Kev. Dn. Butler and Pjme, of the Protestant Epis- 
copnl Cbnrch. 

Nearly all the houncs on Fennsylrania Avenue — 
the line of the procession — ivere draped with mourn- 
ing. The military, about RAcen hundred men, were 
nnder tlie command of Lieutenant-General Soott. 
Besides a large naml>er of drilians, hundreds of 
hacks and private oarriages eompleted the pageant, 
whi<^ exceedet) anything of the kind, in order and 
magnificence, ever before witnessed in Washington, 
Conspicuous in the prooenlon was "Old Whitey," 
with all his trappings on, following his master to the 
grave. The remains were temporarily dc[)osiled in 
the Coiigrcf<sional Cemetery, and afterward removed 
to his late home. 

Ait Ihcidknt. — A few days before the laying of 
the comcr-etone of the mnnnment, a young gentleman 
from Baltimore brought a letter of introdiiotion to me. 
Hia buiiinon was to sell cholera medicine. It was 
thought, by the friend who Aimisbed him with the 
letter, that I might, perhaps, help him to commend 
the medkanal pr^Ntration to puUio &vor. As I had 
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never been engaged in the plijsic businesBi I was qnite 
ignorant of the means to serve his purpose. None of 
my friends were suffering with orampS| or any other 
painful J utemal affliction. The medicine was a genuine 
painkiller ! Fortunately, / had no neccBsity to try it. 
He asked me whether it was not a good idea to call upon 
President Taylor, and make him a present of a bottle. 
I replied that perhaps it imu a good idea. As I had 
not yet become intimately acquainted with Greneral 
Taylor, I could not present him, but I consented to ao- 
company him to the White House, to see how he would 
act The young gentleman, as we i^nlked thither, re- 
hearsed his 8])cech. We had no difficulty in getting 
into the reception-room, which was tolerably well filled. 
There was the President, in the centre of the parlor, 
with his hand continually stretched forth, earnestly 
shaking that of everybody who was ambitious of enjoy- 
ing the pleasure. Now came the trial. My new ac- 
quaintance timidly approached the President, and un- 
derwent the stiff and formal ceremony. I saw his lips 
tremblingly move, and drew nearer to hear what he 
was saying, but I clearly remember only a few words of 
that, his first speech, to a President, as he put his hand 
into his poctket to pull out '* the dead shot" President 
Taylor started back a step or two, and exclaimed in a 
loud tone, " I thank you — am much obliged to you — 
but I never take medicine, cholera or no cholera." The 
young man almost fiiinted,and hastily took my arm and 
disappeared from the gase of the spectators. Less than 

ten days from tlmt time General Taylor died of cholera. 
10 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Ml. FILLMOSE TAKBB THE OATH OP OFFICE— OOHTIirUATION 
OF THE POLITICAL TROUBLES— THE VABHYILLB CONTEK- 
TIOV— EBTABUSHMEXT OF A "SOUTHERIT PJUBM"— THE 
00MPR0MI8E — PEACE- THE OBEAT PISTOL SCEHE TV THE 
BEVATE— THE PAKTICULABS OF THE QUABBEL BETWEEN 
FOOTE AVD BEKTOir- THE LATINO OF T^B OOBNEB-STONB 
OF THE ADDITION TO THE CAPITOL — MB. WEBBTEB'S OBEAT 
OBATION— MB. FILLMOBE'S OBO AN — BECEPTION OF KOS- 
SUTB— OEAND DINNEB — DEATH OF HENBT CLAT— DEATH 
OF MB. WEB8TEB— OONYICnON AND 8UICIDB OF DB. OH AS. 
JOHN OABDNEB— CABINET CHANGES, ETa 

ON the 10th of Jiilyi by pre-ftrmngemeiity Mr. Fill- 
more came to the House of Representativesi andi 
in the presence of the Senators and BcpresentativeS| 
and the Oabinet^ took the President's oath of officci 
as prescribed by Uie Constitutioni and then retomed 
to the Executive Mansion. 

During June, of 1850, tiie Nashville Convention 
passed strongly-worded resolutions, the twelfth de- 
claring ''that in the opinion of this Convention the 
prevailing controversy should be ended| either by a 
recognition of the constitutional rights of the Southern 
people, or by an equitable partition of the territories; 
that the spectacle of a confederacy of StateSi involved 

in quarreb over the fruits of the Mexican War, in 

no 
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whidi the Americaii aims were crDwned with gloiy, 
is hamiliating ; that the incorporation of the Wilmot 
Proviso, in the offer of settlement — a proposition 
which fourteen States regard as disparaging and dis- 
honorable — is degrading to the coantiy. A termina- 
tion to this con^versy by the disruption of the con- 
federacy, or by the abandonment of the territories to 
prevent such a result^ would be a climax to the shame 
which attaches to tlie controversy, which it is the para- 
mount duty of Congress to avoid/' 

The slavery question had been intensely agitated. 
From its presentation by a few, it had extended to 
many politicians, both North and South ; and threats 
had been made on lx>th sides, the one against the 
machinations of the otlier. 

The Southern members of Congress became alarmed, 
and held meetings at the Capitol, responsive to the 
utterances of their constituents; and in May, 1850,* re- 
solved to establish in this city a newspaper, devoted 
exclusively to Southern interests. In onler to perma- 
nently locate it, they issued an address, in which they 
said : " We do not propose to meddle with political 
parties as they exist: we wish to enlist eveiy Southern 
man in a Southern cause, and in defence of Southern 
rights, be he Whig or be he Democrat All that we 
ask is, that he shall consider the constitutional rights 
of the South, which are involved in the great aboli- 
tion movement, as paramount to all party and other 
political considerations. And surely the time has 
come when all Southern men should unite for pur- 
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poaei of BcIf-tlcfcDce." Tliey enid, in ■ddition, that 
they wanted this pnpcr to be sent to every SonlhciTi 
home, and conipUiinnl tlmt tlie Northern press liod a 
oontrolHng InflucncG in the South. 

So the "Southern Press" was Htnrtc<l, It had only 
B brief cxistmee. It»> presHm and tjtpes cutercd into 
more prolitaldc chnniiclH. 

T1)C 8c«inii cnntinncd to be stormy, and waa of ten 
montlifi' dnrnlinn. The reniilt of tlie compromitic wnit: 

1. An Art pni]«Bing to the BtntrorTrxnalheffliibliKhment 
of her norllirrn and wfntcrn bounilnrlpi; the relinquiahinent, 
by the laid ISIntr, nt nil territory clnli.icd by her to Ihr Mfi) 
bonndBriea, and of all her claim upon the United Btatoi, and 
to ciUtbllxh a teirilorinl govcmniont for New ilcxlco. 

S. An Act to CKtnblish a territorial fcovemmcnt for Utah. 

S. An Act for the admimion rif the State of California. 

4. An Act to amend, and inpjilcmcntary to the Act to mire 
elTectunlly secure ftigitUm from Juatlce and ponons (slavta) 
Moping from the Mrrico of their matlcn ; and 

0. An Art to nipprcM the slnvc-trmlo in the Distrirt nf 
Columbia, which aboUhhrd the imjiortnlion of iJavcs into (he 
UlKtrirt of Columbia for the purpose of tmfHc 

The Nashville Convention reassembled in Novem- 
ber, 1850, nnd among its reaolntions woa the declara- 
tion that alt the evils anticipated by the South, and 
which ocrnsioned the Convention to osRciiible, hud 
been realized by the fuilnrc to extend tlie MiNiouriline 
of compromise to tlic Pncilic Ocean ; by ll e admisxion 
of California as a State ; by the organiiation of terri- 
torial governments for Utah and New lIe:c!ro, with- 
out giving adequate protection to the property of the 
South ] by the diHincnibominit of Tczh ; by the abo- 
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lition of the slave-trade and the emanoipation of slaveSi 
carried into the District of Columbia for sale. 

While the compromise measures were under discus- 
sion, on the 17th of April, 1860| much excitement was 
occasioned in the Senate by the conduct of Messrs. 
Foots and Benton. 

On several occasions prior to that time, Foote had 
indulged in remarks personal to Benton. On the 
occasion last preceding the one in question, Benton 
complained of these personalities in severe and violent 
langtiage addressed to the Senate, reiterated the per- 
sonalities on Foote, spoke of the failure of the Senate 
to protect its members firora such insults, and declared 
his determination, if the Senate did not protect him, to 
redress the wrong himself, cost what it might. He 
also said, in substance, that a member offering the in- 
sults should be cudgelled. On the following day Ben- 
ton brought into the Senate the newspaper re|X)rt of 
the altercation, which he said had been revised by 
Foote. He prononnced it a wrong report, and de- 
nounced it as cowardly. On the 17th of April he 
said he intended, by an amendment which he had 
offered, to cut at the root of all the political agitation, 
to cut up the whole address of the Southern members, 
by which the country was thrown into a flame. He 
proposed to show the Senate that this alarm had been 
without foundation — that they had been disturbed 
about nothing, etc 

To this Foote replied, saying they all knew the his- 
tory of the Southern aildress. It was the history of 
10* H 
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a bond of patriots. Calhoan was the author of the 
Southern address. But by whom was this extraordinary 
denunciation hurled against all the individuals who S!tb- * 
scribed this address ? By a gentleman long denomi- 
nated the oldest member of 1 he Senate — the father of 
the Senate ; by a member who, on a late occasion — 

At this point of the speech of Foote, Benton rose 
from his seat, threw or pushed his chair violently from 
him, passed through the opening in the railing to the 
passage behind the bar of the Senate, and without re- 
mark or gesture, but with angry countenance, quickly 
strode down the passage without the bar of the Senate, 
toward the scat of Foote, which was distant about 
twenty feet from his own, both scats being in the bock 
row, next the bar. Benton had no weapon of any 
kind in his hand, or alwut his person. Foote quiekly 
perceiving the movement of Benton, and almost sim- 
ultaneous with it, left his place on the floor, and pro- 
ceeded down the Senate aisle which led from his scat 
to the space in front of the Secretary's table, and 
which was the next one to the principal aisle. As he 
did so, he looked over his shoulder, and drew a pistol 
from his pocket, the pistol being a five-chambered re- 
volver, fully loaded. Foote cocked his pistol, either 
while going down the aisle or after he had taken his 
place in front of the Secretary's table. Mr. Dodge, 
of Wisconsin, quickly ibllo\ved Benton and overtook 
him within seven or eight feet of Foote's seat, and 
seised him by the arms, when Benton said, '' IX)n'l 
stop me, Dodge.'' Dodge then saki, '' Don't oompro* 
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mit yourself or tlie Senate,'' or words to that effect. 
Benton then turned with Dodge, and was going back 
to his seat, when he perceived the pistol in Footers 
hands, which seemed to exdte him greatly. He got 
within the bar, near his seat, and struggled with the 
Senators around him as if desirous of approaching Mr. 
Foote, exclaiming, ** I disdain to carry arms ; lei him 
fire 1 Stand out of the way, and lei the assassin fire.'' 
While making these exclamations, Benton was brought 
back to his seat by the Senators around him. In the 
meantime, amid great noise and confusion, Foote had 
remained standing in or near the position he had taken, 
with his pistol in his hand cocked, but with the muzsle 
down. Mr. Dickinson, of New York, desired him to 
give up the pistol, which he readily did, when Dick« 
inaon locked it up in his desk. Soon afler both Sen- 
ators resumed their seats and order was restored. 

Mr. Benton said : A pistol was brought here with 
which to assassinate me. The gentleman had no reason 
to think that I was armed, for I carry nothing of the 
kind, sir. 

Mr. Foote. I brought it he|;e to defend myself! 

Mr. Benton. Nothing of the kind, sir ; it is a fiilse 
imputation. I carry nothing of the kind, and no as- 
sassin has a right to draw a pistol on me. (Several 
Senators cried ''Order.") 

Mr. Benton. It is a mere pretext of the assassin. 
Will the Senate take notice of it, or shall I be forced to 
take notice of it by going and getting a weapon myself. 
A pistol has been brought here, and drawn upon mo 
by an assassin. 
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The Vioe-IVetideiit The Senator will be seated. 

Mr. Foote. Mr. President — 

The Vioe-President. Senators will be pleased to sus- 
pend their remarks until order is restored. The Sen- 
ator is requested to be seated. 

Mr. Clay. Mr. President — 

The Viofr-Ptaident Business cannot proceed until 
order is restored. 

Mr. Hale. I hope order will be kept in the gal- 
leries. 

The Vice-President There is too much noise in the 
galleries. Quiet and order must Iw restored. 

Mr. Foote. May I proceed in order? 

Mr. Benton. I demand the Senate shall take imme- 
diate cognizance of the fact of this pistol having been 
brought here to assassinate me under the felonious pre- 
text that I was armed — the pretext of every assassin 
who undertakes to constitute a case of self-defence, 
when laying out the death of his victim. Will the 
Senate notice it, or shall I myself; for it shall not pass. 
I will not be satisfied here. 

Mr. Foote. If my presenting a pistol has been un- 
derstood as anything except the necessary means of 
self-defence, af^er threats of personal chastisement, it is 
doing me a wrong. I saw him advance toward me, 
and I took it for granted he was armed ; for had I 
thought otherwise, I should not have stopped to meet 
him in the narrow alley« So help me Ood, to shoot 
him, without an attack, was not my intention, I also 
court investigation. 
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Mr. Hangam's resolution for an inveBtigation was 
adopted. 

The Committee, on the 90th of Jnly, reported all 
the facts, saying the whole scene was most discreditable 
to the Senate. Its origin was traced diroctly to a vio- 
lation of the Rules of Order, whicli forbid all personali- 
ties. They unanimously gave their opinion that Foote 
was innocent of any design or desire to assassinate 
Benton ; but they were bound to say that at various 
times during the session, Foote, without any just pro- 
vocation, indulged in personalities against Benton, of 
the most offensive and insulting character, soch as 
were calctilated to arouse the fiercest resentment of the 
human bosom. 

They were suffered by Benton for a long time with 
great forbearance. On the 26th of March they were re- 
newed, and on this occasion Benton manifested his resent- 
ment with much violence. On the succeeding day he re- 
criminated in language equally personal, disorderly, and 
abusive. He complained that' the Senate jxirmitted 
such outrages, and announced his purpose, if the Senate 
did not protect him in the future, to redress the wrong, 
cost what it might On the 17th of April, Foote spoke 
again, and used language the Committee considered 
personal and offensive. It is believed that Foote did 
not know that Benton was not armed. The Committee 
severely condemned the wearing of arms in the Senate. 
They forbore to recommend any action to the Senate, 
and expressed the hope that what had transpired would 
serve as a sufficient rebuke and warning in the future. 
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ShoaM such aoenes be re-enacted, they oonld not doabt 
tliat the Senate would resort to the proper means of 
ponishnient 

Diirii^ the year 1861, Lopez and a nnmber of dar- 
ing followers from this country, sought to revolution- 
iae the island of Cuba. The authorities there executed 
a number of them, including their chief. There was a 
widespread complaint that our consul at Havana, 
Hon. A. F. Owen, yns recklessly indi£R?rent to their 
fiite, and made no effort to save his countrymen from 
death, and even President Fillmore was accused of 
having counselled the '' do-nothing '' policy. Mr. 
Owen endeavored to excuse his non-intervention in 
the aflair by explaining, through the public press, that 
when he heard that the prisoners had been tried and 
sentenced to be sliot, he was at his residence, four 
miles from Havana, and he said to his informant he 
should not have time or permission to see the prison- 
ers. He learned soon thereafter that they had been 
shot. He characterised the charge of indifference as 
a base falsehood, and repeated it was not in his power 
either to have had an interview with the prisoners, or 
to do anything on their behalf. 

A number of the filibusters were sent to Spain by 
the Cuban authorities, to be dealt with by the Govern- 
ment of that country. Through the efforts of our Min- 
ister, Mr. Barringer, her Most Catholic Majesty par- 
doned them. 

On the 4th of July, 1861, the extensive grounds of 
the Capitol were filled to their utmost capacity. The 
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ladies were there in great foroe, enlivening and adding 
gayety to the oocasiony together with military com- 
panies and civil associations. The Presidtot of the 
United States, Heads of Departments, foreign Ministers^ 
Governors of States, and other distinguished pcisouagcs, 
were seated upon a platform on the left portico, at- 
the east front Several bands of music played during 
the intervals of the proceedings. The scene was bril« 
liant and interesting. 

It was the seventy-sixth AnniverBsry of the nation's 
independence, and the assembling was to lay the cor- 
ner-stone of the Capitol extension. 

The Grand Master of the Order of Masons, Major 
B. B. French, attended to his part of the programme, 
and President Fillmore laid the stone, after the man- 
ner of that fraternity. 

Mr. Webster was the orator. He said the principles of 
our government might be thus briefly stated : — First, 
the recognition of popular representation; second, 
the popular voice, as expressed by the majority, be- 
comes law ; and third, the law governs all the people, 
and is recognized as the rule of government He 
had caused to be deposited in ihe'corner-stone a state- 
ment written in his own hand, as follows s — 

" On the morning of the Ant day of the aerenty-sizth anni- 
renary of American independence in the City of Waahingtony 
being the fourth day of Jnly» 1851, this stone, deugned as the 
corner-stone of the extension of the Gapitol, aooording to a 
plan approved by the President^ in parBoance of an Act of 
Congress, was laid by MiLLAsn Fillmosb, President of the 
United SUtee, assisted hj the Grand Master of the Hasonie 
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lodges, IB the preeence of many memben of Oongren, of offi- 
een of the Executire and Judicial departmeiita — National, 
Btate^ and Dislricti — of offloen of the Amy and Nayj, the 
corporate authorities of this and neighboring cities ; man j as- 
•odations, dyil and military ; the officers of the Bmithoonian 
Institution and National Institute ; professors of colleges and 
teachers of schools of the District, with their students and 
pupils, and a Tast concourse of people from plaocH near and 
remote, including a few renerable gentlemen who witnessed 
the laying of the corner-stone of the Capitol by President 
Washington on the eighteenth day of September, 1708. 

- Therefore, if it shall be hereafter the will of Ood that this 
structure shall fiill from its base, ih.it its foundation be up- 
turned, and this deposit brought to the eyes of men, be it 
known that on this day the Union of the United States of 
America stands Arm, and that their Constitution still exists 
unimpaired, and with all its original usefulness and glory, 
growing erery day stronger and stronger in the affections of 
the great body of the American people, and attracting more 
and more the admiration of the world. And all here assem- 
bled, whether belonging to public life or to private life, with 
hearts devoutly thankftil to Almighty God ibr the presenration 
of the liberty and happiness of the country, unite in sincere 
and fervent prayers thai this deposit, and the walls and cor- 
nices, the dome and towers, the columns and entablatures now 
to be erected over it| may endure forever. God save the United 
States of America. 

"DAiriSL WSBSTKll, 

•* Seeniar^ qf auUe qf the U. &** 

He referred to the fiKst of Washington's laying the 
oomer-etone of the Capitoli as forming a chain in the 
bond of nniotti and invoked the spirit of the illiis- 
trioos dead in behalf of the present and the future. 
The new wings about to be added to the Oapitoli 
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iitretohingy as the^ did, North and Sooth, he regarded 
OS an additional cord in binding the States in union. 
Ho would say now, relative to the Capitol, as he had 
said on another occasion — referring to his speedi 
on the laying of the comer-stone of the Bunker 
Hill Monument — ^''Let it rise — let it rise — lei it 
rise until it shall meet the sun in its coming/' He 
thought if the immortal Washington coold rise and 
stand forth there that day, he would rejoice in the 
feelings which existed, and ask the blessing of Heaven, 
upon our future union and prosperity. ** Father im- 
mortal 1 " he exclaimed, ** though dad, we shall feel 
thy influence now and here." 

The oration was one of Mr. Webster's best efforts, 
although it was not delivered under favorable circum- 
stances of health. He exhibited considerable physical 
weakness, and had to resort to stimulants to sustain 
himsdf. 

There were present three persons who attended the 
laying of the corner-stone of the Capitol by Washing- 
ton, fifty-eight years before the present ceremonies, 
namely: George Washington Parke Custis, Z. Walker, 
of Maryland, and Lewis Machen, a clerk in the office 
of the Senate of the United States. 

Louis Kossuth and suite arrived at Washington 
toward the close of December, 1861 • Reaching Brown's 
Hotel, where arrangements had previously been made 
for their accommodation, three or four hundred per- 
sons gathered at the doors to see the distinguished 

stranger. He appeared on the balcony to gratify their 
II 
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desire, and made a short apeeeh of thanka for tiieir 
oordial greeting. 

A number of prominent gentlemen, including Seoro- 
tary of State Webster, Senators Cass and Douglas, and 
Mijor-General Soott, formally called on him the next 
day, to pay their respects. 

Kossuth visited President Fillmore, and read to 
him a short address, to which Mr. Fillmore replied he 
was happy to welcome him to this land of freedom, 
and added : ** Should your country be restored to in* 
dependence, I shall then wish, as the greatest blessing 
for your country's interests, a restoration to your native 
land." 

Kossuth was honored by the Senate, in being in- 
vited to a seat in their chamber, which he took in 
silence. 

The House had a long debate before they passed a 
resolution extending to him a similar courtesy. Early 
in January, he was formally received in that body. 
Mr. Oartter, of Ohio, a member of the House, and now 
Chief-Justice of the Supreme Court of the District of 
Columbia, was the chairman of the select committee, 
and introduced him as follows : 

'^ Mr. Speaker, I have the honor, on the part of the 
Committee, to present Ctovemor Louis Kossuth to the 
House of Beprcsentatives." 

Speaker Boyd responded: ''As the organ of this 
body, I have tiie honor to extend to Louis Kossuth a 
cordial welcome to the House of Represeotativea.^ 

Mr, Kossuth (atandbg n^eantime b the area in 
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front of the Clerk's desk) said : ''Sir, it is a renuurk- 
able fact in the history of mankind, that while, throogh 
the past, honors were bestowed upon glory and valor 
attaolied only to snocess, the legislative authorities of 
this great republio have bestowed honor upon a perse- 
cuted exile not oonspiouous by glory, not fi&vored faj 
success, but engagod in a just cause. There is a tri« 
umph of republican principles in this fiict. Sir, I 
thank, in my own and country's name, the House of 
Representatives, for the honor of this cordial wel- 
come. 

Kossuth was then conducted to the seat assigned to 
him, and was subsequently greeted by individual 
members of the House. 

A grand public dinner was given in his honor by a 
large number of Congressmen, at the National HoteL 
Among them were Senators Cass, Seward, Shields, 
King/ of Alabama, and Speaker Boyd. 

Speeches were made by Judge Wayne, of the Su« 
preme Court, General Cass, General Shields, Mr. 
Webster, Senator Seward (a very brief one) and others. 
Kossuth eloquently responded to^the toast in his honor. 

At least several of the suite of Kossuth were ill-bred. 
One of them was so drunk when he returned from the 
banquet, that he tumbled into what is called the 
" bridal bed"— in the room reserved for couples just 
married — at Brown's Hotel, where he was lodged, 
with his heavy clothing on, boots and all I Although 
Brown's Hotel was not more than two minutes' walk 
from the National Hotel, where the banquet was held, 
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hired oarriages oonve7ed Kossuth's party to and fro. 
One of the snite, being too dronlc to mount the carriage 
steps, staggered Brownward. The night was very 
cold. Passing near this Koesuthian, he put his arms 
around me, gave a hearty hug, and called me by the 
endearing name of *' Mine Bruder I'' I never before 
knew that I had a Hungarian brother. 

An interesting meeting between Kossuth and Henry 
Clay took place the day after the dinner. Accompa- 
nied by General Cass, this gentleman introduced him 
to Mr. Clay. Kossuth commenced a conversation by 
saying, ** I thank you, sir, for the honor of this inter- 
view." ''No, no," responded Mr. Clay, interrupting 
him, ''it is I who am honored. Will you please be 
seated?" 

Mr. Clay then said that his health was feeble, and 
proceeded at some length to give his views adverse to 
Kossuth's errand for material aid in behalf of Hun- 
gary, concluding with the remark : " We should ad- 
here to our wise pacific system. We should keep our 
lamp brighly burning on these shores as a light to all 
nations, rather than liacard its utter extinction amid 
the ruins of fallen republics in Europe." 

Kossuth was overwhelmed by the warm and earnest 
sympathy expressed by Mr. CLiy for himself and 
fiunily. Profoundly bowing, ho pressed Mr. Clay's 
hand to his heart, and replied in tones of deep emo- 
tion, " I thank you, honored sir. I shall pray for you 
every day that your health may be restored, and that 
Qod may prolong your life." 
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dxfB ey9B filled with tean. He agaiii preased the 
hood which clasped his owii| for the last tame; bal 
he could saj no more. 

Heniy Clay died in Washington on the 29th of 
June, 1852. 

The members of Congress were generally on their 
way to the Capitol when overtaken by the tidings. 
In the Senate, before the reading of the Journal, Mr* 
Hunter, of Virginia, said : 

'* Mr. President, a rumor has been circulated that 
Henry Clay is dead. His colleague is absent render- 
ing the last sad offices. I, therefore, move that the 
Senate adjourn/' The motion was agreed to without 
a division. 

The next day, the scene at the Capitol was in the 
highest degree solemn and impressive. The galleries 
and lobbies of the Senate Chamber were filled at an 
early hour, in anticipation of the funeral solemnities. 
No similar occasion ever before drew so large a crowd 
of spectators, including the President of the United 
States, members of boUi Houses, the diplomatic corps, 
Cabinet Ministers and Chiefs of. Bureaus, and Judges 
of the Supreme Court, Daniel Webster ; the Qeneral- 
in-Chief of the army, Major-Ooneral Scott, and At- 
torney-General Crittenden. The Rev. C. M. Butler 
officiated. Eloquent addresses were delivered in the 
Senate, and afterward in the House of Representa- 
tives. 

The coffin containing the body was borne upon a 
oar appropriately draped, and drawn by gray horMs; 
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ftBtoons of mourning lined the buildings on Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue, on each side, to an extent never before 
witncesed. A large number of distinguished persons 
were in the procession. The remains were cotaveyed 
to Kentucky, accompanied by a Congressional com- 
mittee. 

On the day of the death of Mr. Clay, President 
Fillmore sent the following letter to the several Heads 
of Departments : — 

"ExECUTivn Majtsiov, Tnesday, 12} p. m." 

"Sir: — The tolling of bells annornott the death of Henry 
CUy. Though this event has been long antidpated, yet the 
palnlhl bereavement oould not be ftiUy realiied. I am sore 
thai all hearts are at this moment too sad to attend to business. 
I therefore respectftilly soggert thai your Department be dosed 
for the remainder of the day. 

"UlhhAXD FlLLlfORK.*' 

Daniel Webster died at Marshfield, Massachusetts, 
on the 24th of October, 1852. He filled, at the time 
of his decease, the office of Secretary of State. His 
death was announced in both Houses of Congress on 
the 14th of December. Among those who pronounced 
eulogies were, Messrs. Butler, of South Carolina ; Cass, 
Seward, Stockton, Preston, of Kentucky; and Mr. 
Bayly, of Virginia. The last-named said: ''Sir, it is 
but a short time since the American Congress buried 
the first one that went to the grave of that great Tri- 
umvirate, (Calhoun.) We were then called on to bury 
another, (Clay,) and now the third, (Webster.) In the 
lives and ohancters of these great men there is much 
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resembling thoee of the grett triamvinte of the 
iah Parliament It differs principally in this: Barke 
preceded Fox and Pitt to the tomb; Webster sur- 
vived Clay and Calhoun. When Fox and PiU died, 
they left no peer behind them. Webster still lived 
after Oalhonn and Clay were dead. Like Fox and 
Pitt, Clay and Calhoun lived in troubled times. Like 
Fox and Pitt, they were, each of them, the leader of 
rival parties. Like Fox and Pitt, they were idolised 
by their respective friends.'' The speaker then drew a 
parallel between Burke and Webster. 

The Departments were draped in mourning as a 
mark of respect for the departed statesman. 

As appropriate to the character of the deceased, it 
may here be stated, that in the Senate of the United 
States, in 1846, there was a personal quarrel between 
Mr. Dickinson and Mr. Webster, resulting fit>m a 
clmrge by the latter against the former, respecting the 
Ashburton treaty. Four years after, the feeling left in 
Mr. Webster's bosom by the quarrel had been so far 
subdued by Mr. Dickinson's manly and patriotic 
oourue in regard to the sectional agitation, that in the 
year 1850, being on the point of leaving the Depart- 
ment of State, Mr. Webster wrote a letter, dated Sep* 
tomber 27th, in which he said : 

" In the early pai^ of our acquaintance, an occurrence took 
place which I remember with constantly increasing regret and 
pain, bocaiue the more I have known of yon the greeter hae 
been my eeteem for your character, and my respect for your 
talents ; but it is your noble, able, manly, and patriotic conduct 
in support of the great measures of the session which has 
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Mtiielj woa mjr hetrt^ and teeared my highest regard. I hope 
yon may Uto long to aenre your oonntry, but I do not think 
yon are very likely to see a crisis in whidi you may be able to 
do so much, either Ibr your own distinction or the public gwA, 
Yon hare stood while others hare fiUlcn ; you have advanced 
with firm and manly step where others have wayered, filtered, 
and fidlen back, and for one I desire to thank you, and to com- 
mend your conduct out of the ftilness of an honest heart 
This lotter needs no reply. It fai, I am aware, of poor value, 
but I have thought you might be willing to receive it, and pro- 
pose to leave it where it will be seen by those who shall come 
after yon. I pray you, when yon reach your own threshold, to 
remember me most kindly to your wife and daughter. I re- 
main, dear Sir, with the truest esteem, your Ariend and obedient 
servant, Davibl WsBflmiB. 

" Hon. D. & DiCKivsoH , United States Senate." 

During the time that Mr. Webster was Seoretary of 
State, one of the newspaper correspondents managed 
to obtain the freshest news of Cabinet oonsultations, 
etc., to the exclusion of all rivals. Things desired to 
be kept secret were promptly exposed. The President 
and his Oabinet, annoyed l^ such occurrences, had a 
grave talk; and the conclusion reached by Mr. Web- 
ster wasy that the " news " must have escaped into the 
ears of an eavesdropper. His fellow-members did 
not think this possible. ''Oh, yes,'' remarked Mr. 
Wrf)ster ; " I think it is. I '11 go into the reception- 
room— yon must talk meantime, and I will report 
progress." When he returned, he repeated all they 
had said. This convinced them that he was right in 
bis guessing. An order was the same day given to 
add another door to the listening place. This effect- 
ually stopped the leak. 
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In the jmt 1863»atrMl oTniiidi intaMl took pkn 
in thii ct^ —tint of Dr. CharleB John Gardiner —fiv 
ibr^cfj, the Mut being institoted bj the United BMm. 
He was a dental, and had eonght to better hk ftrtone 
in the repablic of Mexico. While there^ he proeued 
fimodnleot titles to silver mines, and was so s ii co c ss 
fhl in this branch of his bosiness, that his cUini for a 
large amount of monejr was allowed and paid by the 
Commissiony which set in Wsshington to adjust daima 
growing out of the war be t w e en the United States and 
Mexico. There were a large number of witnesses and 
much documentaiy matter produced on both sides. 
The first jury friled to agree, and were aooordingl/ 
discharged, after sevend dajs* eflbrt to make up a 
verdict Therefore, there was a second trial. 

Dr. Gardiner was a man of elegant manners, and 
bore himself throughout the proceedings as though he 
were confident of acquittal. 

When the jury, ou the last day, went out to delib- 
erate, the court-room was crowded, and the greatest 
anxiety was manifested in regard to the issue. 

The jurors having returned to the court-room, 
their countenances were intently watched by every 
one, in order to ascertain, if possible, in advance of 
the formal announcement, the result of their con- 
ference. 

The jurors, having taken their seats, were asked, 

in the usual manner, whether they had agreed upon 

their verdict. An afiirmative answer was given in 

such a tone of solemnity, that its character was known 
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to all in tlwt dense assembly. The coonsel fi>r Oar- 
diner asked that the jury be polled, when, in response 
to the qnestion ! ''Guilty, or not guilty?'' every one 
of them answered, ''Guilty." 

Dr. Gardiner stood during these interesting pro- 
ceedings; his countennnoe became paler and paler, as 
the answers were severally given. He cherished 
hopes of an acquittal, or that the Jury would not be 
unanimous, until the twelfth juror had responded. 

That last answer seemed to shatter him completely. 
His &oe became deadly pale, with a blue tinge about 
his mouth, and this appearance strongly contrasted 
with that of his large, dark, and glaring eyes. He 
staggered to his seat, a pitiable object to all spectators. 
Some minutes having elapsed, and after putting into 
his mouth what was supposed to be a small piece of 
tobacco, he asked for a glass of water, which evidently 
aflbrded partial relief to his intense agony. Soon the 
order was given by the court to conduct him back to 
the jail. He had not been there more than half an 
hour, before he was seized with spasms, which soon 
resulted in his death. He had taken strychnine in 
the court-room, the efiect having been deferred, owing 
to its being enclosed in a piece of paper, which he had 
swallowed with the drug. 

This suicide startled the community, and for a long 
time aflbrded a theme for comment 

AAer the death of Mr. Webster, Mr. Everett, 
of MassadiuaettB, was appointed Secretary of State. 
Thomas Corwin succeeded Mr. Meredith (resigned 
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Jnlj 10th 1850) M Seoretaiy of the Tranaiy; and 
aftor the resignatioiii in the same month and jear, of 
Mr. Crawford, Mr. Conrad was appointed Seoretaiy 
of War. Messrs. Preston, Ewing, CoUamer, and 
Reverdy Johnson seveimlly resigned their official post* 
tions, when John P. Kennedy was appointed Seoretaiy 
of the Navy; Alexander H. H. Stewart, Seoretaiy of 
the Interior; Nathan K. Hall, and afterward Saniael 
D. Habbard, Postmaster-Qeneral, and John J. Crit- 
tenden, Attorney-General. 

On the 28th of February, a few days before the 
retirement of President Fillmore fW>m the Ezeoutive 
Mansion, he gave a public reception, which was nu- 
merously attended* Ladies of all ranks, and gentle- 
men of all parties, were there, to express to him their 
regret at parting, and their wishes for his future wel- 
fare. 

The City Councils subsequently took their formal 
leave of him, and in reply to their address he said he 
could not take his departure fW>m their delightful dty, 
where he had always been treated with so much kind- 
ness and consideration, without /eding a pang of re- 
gret at the severance of so many social ties, whidi had 
been to him a source of unalloyed happiness. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

AOOBHIOir OP rEAKKUV PIBBCB— THB DBATH OP HUI OHLT 
CHILD— ILUrnB AKD DBCBAflB OP TIOS-PBBBIDEIIT KIVO 
—THB IITAUOURATIOV OP THB PBB8IDBBT— KAKSAS ABD 
VBBBABKA — BBPBAL OP THB 1U880VBI 00MPBOMI8B — 
PBBBH POUTXCALTBOVBLBB IB COBBBQUBBOB — A OLABCB 
AT THB LBOISLAnTB PBOCBBDIBOfl — BXCITIBO TIMES- 
PBB80BAUTIBB— BRBCKIBBIDOB ABDCUTTDrO— AOHAL- 
LBBOB— THB TOBAOOO SBDATHTB — PIBBOB'S PBOOLAMA- 
TIOV — PA00AOB OP THB ABICT BILL— AF IBTBBBSnVO 
SOBBB IB THB H0U8B — IBOBHDIABIBi — CHUBGHWBLL AND 
OULLUM— A PUTOL BZHIBITIOB — PBOPOSITIOV POB AB 
ABMOBT IB THB BOTUBDA, BTO. 

THE President elect, with hie private Becretaiy, Sid- 
ney Webster, Esq., dined at the White Hoose on 
the evening of the 28th of February, 18^, with Presi- 
dent Fillmore. No members of the Cabinet were 
present. 

William B. King, of Alabama, had been elected 
Vioe-President on the ttoket with Franklin Pieroe, 
but was now in Cuba seeking to repair his shattered 
health. The American Consul at Havana adminis- 
tered to him the oath of Vfee-Presidenion the 4th of 
March, but he never again visited Washington. Re- 
turning to his plantation in Alabama, ha died the da/ 
after— OB the 18th of April. 

On the 3d 9f March, the number of visiton exceeded 
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that at all fonner inaugiiratioiia. The hotda were 
unable to aooommodate so largo an influx of strangera. 
Many hundreds slept in ehairs. The reading-rooms 
and parlors at the hotels were filled with cots. The 
capital was thronged with people, and the principal 
avenue crowded with pedestrians. Seven or eight 
militaiy companies paraded at night The flying ar- 
tillery from Fort HcHenry arrived on the morning 
of the 4th, and reported to the War Department 

The inauguration procession was a mile long ; be- 
sides the military, there were numerous political and 
other associations in line. 

The President elect rode in a carriage with the re- 
tiring President by his side. They were repeatedly 
cheered by the si)ectators on the sidewalks, balconies 
and at windows, the ladies waving their hand- 
kerchief. 

A company of fantosticals, dressed in rags and tat- 
ters, marched along the avenue while the procession 
was passing, and received some rough usage. 

President Pierce delivered his inaugural without 
* the aid of his manuscript 

The ceremonies over, bells woe rung, cannon fired, 
and martial music played. 

The &mily of Mr. Fillmore vacated the White 
House during these proceedings. 
. A large number of persons followed President Pierce 
to the Executive Mansion, and were received by him 
|n the reception-room. 

President Pierce chose for his Cabinet : William L. 
12 
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IfarqjTy Seoretarjr of State ; James Guthriei Secretarf 
of the Treaaurjr ; Jefieraon Davis, Secretaiy of War ; 
James C. Dobbin^ Secretaiy of the Navy ; Robert . 
Mcdellandy Secretary of the Interior ; James Gamp- 
belly Postmaster-General ; Caleb Cushingy Attorney- 
General* 

These gentlemen served throughout the administra- 
tion in their respective offices. 

On the 6th of January, previous to General Pierce's 
arrival in Washington, a dreadful accident occurred on 
the Boston A Maine Railroad, by which the President 
elect was placed in imminent jeopardy of life. The 
train on the road was proceeding northward, when the 
axle of one of the passenger-cars broke, and the oar 
was thrown down a steep embankment, between An- 
dover and Lawrence. Among the passengers were 
General Pierce, his wife, and only child, a lad of thir- 
teen years. The boy was instantly killed, and Mrs. 
Pierce so severely injured, that doubts were entertained 
of her entire recovery. General Pierce was consider- 
ably bruised, but escaped without broken bones, though 
a report was for a time spread that he was killed, 
which created intense excitement. The corpse of his 
son was taken to the workhouse in Andover, until 
arrangements could be made for its removal. The 
family were on their return to Concord^ when the 
accident took place. Several other passengers were 
also injured. The New Hampshire Legislature, on 
hearing of the accident, and the report that the F^r»« 
sident elect had been killed by it, immediately ad* 
joomedi in the midst of great darm. 
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Thus Mn. Pieroe oame to Washington^ not onlj in 
poor bealth| but in a distressed condition of mind. 
It was not nntil near the cloee of her husband's admin- 
istration that she appeared at the public receptions. 

We in this section of the countarv had been in the 
habit of pronouncing the President's name as if 
spelled Peercef but persons from his own and other 
New England States persisted in calling it Purse. 

The President soon found himself involved in 
trouble. The Kansas-Nebraska bill was introduced, 
and afler long discussions was passed, repealing the 
Missouri Compromise, and declaring **\i being the 
true intent and meaning of this Act, not to legislate 
slavery into any Territory or State, nor to exclude it 
therefrom, but to leave the people thereof perfectly 
free to form and regulate their domestic institutions in 
their own way, subject only to the Constitution of the 
United States.'' 

During the House proceedings on that subject, the 
following colloquy took place: — 



•* 



Mr.Oitiing Mked: How oomes it that the "* Union" news- 
paper selected me (a paper condoeted, it It said, by the Olerk of 
this House, CoL Forney, who is nnited with the printer of 
this body) in carrying out its order? How is it that a friend 
of this measure is selected as the victim T Was it to drive oiT 
its friends, who have given him their support? Is it to as- 
sassinate the friends who stand with me? 

Mr, Breckinridge [who had taken a seat in front of Mr. Ont- 
ting] asked : Do you apply that remark to me 7 

Mr, CStUing, Not unless you consider jrouself a portion of 
the " Union." It applies to that newspaper. 
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Mr. BrtetimHdge. I wtni a categorical aaawer. 

Mr, OMmg, I hare been charged witli being an aasaaiin — > 
with the arm of fliendship around the meaaure^ and with the 
other atabbing it to death. If I did simpiy retort^ th^ gentle- 
man forced it on me. 

Mr, BreokinHdffe, 80 flir ftom driving the gentleman from 
the rapport of the bill, it was with profound rogret and mor- 
tification that I law his coarse. The gentleman taid, I was 
the last person whom he expected to malce an assault on him, 
because, in the day of my greatest need, the ** Hards ** came to 
mj aid. The innuendo is so deep that I do not understand it 
I ask an explanation. 

Mr, Cutting, The explanation will be given. I am informed 
that during the canvass in Kcntucicy, when it was intimated 
thai funds were- needed in order to accomplish the success of 
the gentleman, my friends in New York made up the sum of 
fifteen hundred dollars, and transmitted the ftmd to Kentucky, 
to be employed for the benefit of the gentleman, who is now 
the peer of Presidents and of Cabinets. [Laughter.] 

Mr, Brtekinridge [proudly and defiantiy]. And not only 
the peer of Presidents and Cabinets, but the peer of the gen- 
tleman from New York in every respect [Applause on the 
Democratic side of the House.] 

Mr, Mite Walth, I believe I have as good a right to apeak 
for the " Hards " of New York as any gentleman in or out of 
this House. I have stood and stemmed the torrent of treason 
in the North, when those who have attempted to speak for 
them have skulked from the thresholds of the places where tlie 
meetings were held; and I do not want any imputation 
of tills character to go out unexplained to the world. 
When we came here, we protested against the Adminis- 
tration for interfering with our local affidrs in New York; 
and now my colleague states that a portion of thoae who aent 
him here interfered in the same way in Kentucky. 

Mr,CSUtmg. Is that all the gentleman roaefiirr 

Mr,Wa&h. That'saiL I11beonhattdby-aiid-by,though« 
[Laughter.] 
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After furtber oolloqny between M 
and Cutting — 



Bredunridge 



Mr. outing Mked : How dare the member vnderteke to ae- 
■ert that I profeeeed friendehlp Ihr a measure with a Tiew of 
killing it, by eending it to the ibot of the Oalondart And 
when I laid the Oommittee of the MThole on the State of the 
Union had under their control the Home bill, whidi thej in- 
tended to take up, he retreats and escapes and sknlks bcJiind 
the Senate bill at the fiM>t of the Calendar. 

Afr. Breckinridge, rising, said in an earnest tone: I ask the 
gentleman to withdraw the last words. [Sensation.] 

Mr, Cutting [with emphasis]. I will withdraw nothing. 
What I have said, I have said in answer to the most Tiolent and 
personal attack erer made upon a gentleman on this floor. 

Mr, Breckinridge, When the gentleman says I sknlk, he saya 
what is fidse, and he knows it. [Ckent excitement — membm 
uneasy in their seats, and cries of " Order."] 

Mr, Cutting, I did not answer the remarks such as the gen- 
tleman has thought proper to imply. They belong to a differ- 
ent region. I am not here to disregard propriety by answer- 
ing in such a tone and manner. 

The result of thie " nnpleafantnese ** was a oorre> 
apondenoei of wbioh tbo following ie the eubetanoe ! 

MR. CUTTIKQ TO MR. BR^GKINRIDGB. 

Wahhikgtov, Mardli 27, 1854. 
Sib : — In the coonw of delate in the House, to-day, in reply- 
ing to what I considered to be a Intimate criticism upon 
your argument, you asserted that what I said was false. I 
now call on you to retract the assertion, or to make the expla- 
nation due from one gentleman to another. This will be 
handed to you by my friend Mr. Maurice^ who is authorised 
to reueive your answer, and to act Ibr me. 

F. B. Cirmiio. 
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Mr. Br^eMmridge replied next day :— "My friend, Colonel 
HftwUna, will pieeent this note, md will act Ibr me in the 



Aflain went on, and Colonel Hawkins adbmittfl 
the terma; among theniy it was proposed that the 
meeting should be between three and four o'clock; the 
place of meeting at or near the residence of Francis 
P. Blair, in the State of Maryland, six or seven miles 
from Washington ; weapons, the ordinary rifle, known 
as the Western rifle. But a reconciliation having been 
effected, the honorable gentlemen returned to the House 
with their wounded honor healed. After they had 
passed between the tellers, on the division of a ques- 
tion, they accidentally met face to face. Mr. Breckin- 
ridge looked at Mr. Cutting a moment, and then asked 
him a &vor in the following laconic form \ "Cutting, 
give me a chew of tobacco t " Cutting put his hand 
into his pocket, and gracefully, but without saying a 
word, presented the plug, from which Mr. Breckin- 
ridge broke off at least one-third, and returned to Mr. 
Cutting the remainder. The latter also took a fresh 
chew, and both went to their seats apparently happier 
men. The chewing of tobacco from the same plug 
was considered by the few observers of the scene a 
good substitute for the much-praised ''calumetof peace,'' 
which is smoke^ as an indication of friendship by some 
of our amiable red brethren of the plains. 

During the recess, between the 4th of March and 
the 1st of December, 1855, the events in Kansas were 
of a startling nature. Both parties in the territory 
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armed thenifldves to cany oat their reqwotivo prin- 
dples of *<free soil'' and "« slavery/' 

The Preeidenty in his annual message, referred to 
the condition of affairs. They assumed so frightful 
a character, that he also made them the subject of a 
special message; and on the 11th of February he 
issued a proclamation against all disturbers of the 
peace therein, warning them of the consequences. 

Agitation continued both in the territoiy of Kansaa 
and in the halls of Congress, intensely exciting the 
entire country. 

The Congress which met on the first Monday of 
December, 1865, was composed of incongruous mate- 
rials, and hence there was much difficulty in electing 
a Speaker. It was not until the 2d of Februaiy, 
1856, that Mr. N. P. Banks was chosen by the 
plurality rule. The slavery question was on this, as 
on previous similar occasions, the principal cause of 
the delay. 

The administration of this gentleman did not pro-> 
duce the awful efiects prophesied by Southern mem- 
bers. There never was a more popular officer; and as 
a proof of this fact it may be stated that, at the close 
of the Congress, Mr. Aiken, of South Carolina, of- 
fered a resolution, tendering the thanks of the House 
to Mr. Banks for the able, impartial, and dignified 
manner in which he had discharged the duties of the 
chair. Mr. Aiken had been the competitor of Mr. 
Banks for the Speakership. Mr. McMuUen, of Vir- 
ginia, delivered himself of a diatribe against Mr. 
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Bunks, and Mr, Scivftr'l,of Goorgin, replied tn hisBtric- 
tura. The resolution woe adopted ; yeas 119, nays 25 

It wai, I think, at the cnramencement of that Coti- 
greM that President Fierce sent his annual mesmge t( 
the Senate only, (the House not having orgnnired,) ai 
the document was becoming stale. He was altrayi 
particular to prevent his meaatiges from getting prema- 
turely into print, and on one occoaioa had printen 
engaged in the White House putting a message ir 
ty|M; the "letter" having been oouveycd thither Toi 
that especial purpose. 

President Pierce called an extra session of CongresE 
on the 29th of August, 1666, oiring to the failure 
of Congress during the session just closed to make 
provision for the support of the Army, A bill wm 
passed in tlie House precisely the same as that on the 
previous Monday of the same month — the regulai 
session — including the Kannas restrictive proviso. The 
Senate received the bill, when, at the instance of Mr. 
Hunter, the proviso was stricken out, and the bill 
passed. The House adhered to the proviso, and so 
informed the Senate. Mr. Hunter thought that the 
bill should be nllownl to fail. Mr. Bell said the pro- 
viso was but an shstract idea, Congress could never 
control the President in the discharge of his duties. 
General Cass regarded this as the most solemn crisis 
that hod ever occurred in the history of the country. 
Mr. Wade argued that, iustead of the House trying 
to dictate to the Senate, the Senate were, in tact, try- 
ing to dictate to the Houaej and he argued the pn>- 
priaty of th« Senate*! receding, so it to paw the IriU. 
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In the House, Mr. Gampbell, of Ohio, the chaimuui 
of the Committee of Wbjb and Means, on the dOth of 
August, reported a bill for the support of the Armji 
with only the first clause of the proviso, namely : pro- 
hibiting the use of the armj in enforcing the territo- 
rial laws of Kansas. 

This bill was strongly opposed in the House. It 
went to the Senate, where the proviso was struck out 
by a vote of twenty-five against seven. As thus 
amended, the bill was returned to the House, and the 
question was stated on agreeing to the Senate's amend- 
ment. This was concurred in ; when the result was 
announced, general satisfaction was manifested, the 
Republicans, if possible, showing the greater joy ; and 
many members rushed from the Capitol to prepare for 
leaving in the evening railroad-train. Thus ended 
the short extra session. 

An interesting scene took place in the House of 
Representatives in June, 1854. 

Mr. Joshua R. Giddings solemnly rose and called 
attention to the Washington ''Union,'' in which, he said, 
an article appeared, assailing him by name, and, by 
implication, members of the House. 

The criticism alluded to was on the speeches of 
Messrs. Giddings, Wendell Phillips, Theodore Parker, 
and others in Boston. A passage in the obnoxious 
article is as follows:— 

"Ii there no Uw which can reach theM cowardly incendia* 
list, who, after throwing the firebrand, skulk away in the 
darkness to e^foj the blase f Are those who, on the floor of 
both booses of Congress, openly declare their disaflbction to 




W 




142 RKCnLLECnOK op MEN 

tb« OoiutiUitlMi, to tt»t Constitution Any have nrom to nip- 
port, worthy oraaettia the KBcred ballii of Ir^slalion T When 
•ny itct Hhall emanRtc from that source, these ure queatioiu that 
Biiut be Biuwercd looncr or later, and the sooner the better." 

Mr. Giddings's point was, that the declaration came 
from an officer in the Houm that tbe membera are 
beyond tbc jiale of protection. Tliia woa an implicu- 
tion that persons may afinassinale them as felons, H« 
offered the following : — 

"Whereas, A. O. r. Nicholson, public printer to thii bodj, 
and a proprietor of tlic WashinjcUin ' Union,' hiu, in his paper 
of tbln mumiog, publinhed an art'cle most cridcntly designed 
lo excite unlnvfiil violence on membcii of thia l>ody, therefore, 

" Rrtolrrd, ThatHitdNichoUwn.Bndall othencunnectedirllh 
the Washinf^n ' Union,' be expelled from this hnll." 

Mr. Olds, of Ohio; one of Mr. Giddinns's oolleagues, 
■aid, if he recollected right, in OidtKngs's Boston speeoh 
)m charged his colleagues with having voted for the 
NcbraBka bill under a bril>e. 

Mr, StontoD, of Keiituckj', said the article was acom- 
munication to that paper, aiirl not written b^ the editor, 

Mr. Giddings replied it was unquestiooably from 
the t>cn of the editor. 

MoiE. — The article waa beaded, " Obsolete Idem. 
By an Old Fogy." 

Mr. Millson and others opposed the resolution, — 
they did not think the re)ior(«rs, who were free from 
the offence, should be expelled. 

Mr. Lane, of Oregon, ailced his friend whetber he 
wa* apprchcniive of peraonal danger. Mr. Giddingi 
replied i " My fKend will exoiue me. It ii ths digoity 
of thia body I wish to preserve." 
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no danger. 



Mr. Ltne. I Msnre him he is 
[Laughter.] 

Mr. Giddings. I don't thank the gentleman for 
avuraooes of that kind. 

Mr. Lane. I can only say, ** Conscience makes cow- 
ards of OS all.'' I 'U go security fi>r the gentleman's 
safety. 

Mr. Giddings. I have not asked for his security. 
If I recollect right, my colleague (Mr. Olds) voted to 
expel the reporter for the ** Tribune/' for holding up a 
colleague to ridicule. [A voice : '' About Sawyer and 
Sausages, ha ! ha ! " ] The editor has read me out of 
the pale of human society, but the day will come when 
no individual will have that power or authority. 

Mr. Olds replied, the appeal for protection did not 
come with a good grace from one who could leave his 
colleagues, go to a distant city, and there, assassin-like, 
stab their private reputation in the dark, when his col- 
leagues were not there to reply to him. Wheu he 
made the accusation, he must have known in his heart 
it was &lse in conception and utterance. 

A vote was taken on lajring the resolution on the 
table, and resulted — yeas 77; nhjrs, 29. 

Another scene may here appropriately be described. 

In June, 1854, Mr. Churchwell, of Tennessee, felt 
compelled to throw himself on the charity of the House 
fer one moment 

The Speaker reminded him that half a doaen mem- 
bers objected. 

Mr. Washbume^ of Illinois, hoped the gentleman 
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would be allowed the privilege he asked. He wished 
to propoand a qaestion. 

Consent having been given — 

Mr. Churohwell said it would be reoolleoted that 
throagh the whole of the peculiar debate yesterday 
good humor prevailed. The point made by the gen- 
tleman (CuUum) was, a few words, not of an offensive 
character, had been inserted in his previous speech. 
He regretted to find a liberty had been taken by the 
gentleman to insert language, after the dose of the 
debate, which was not uttered on this floor. 

The language referred to by Churchwdl, as attrib- 
uted in the '' Daily-Olobe,'' to CuUum, was as fol- 
lows: — 

" I positively deny that I wm oongntuUted by a single Abo- 
litionist on this occasion, and the gentleman ihoiild learn to 
be a little more particnlar in making this 8weq>ing and random 
charge, intended to alTect others, without the semblance of 
truth or fact to sustain them. Behig untrue^ those charges all 
tkll to the ground." 

There was much confusion during these proceedings. 

Churchwdl pronounced the language infiimously 
false. 

Cullum, who sat about fifteen feet from Church- 
wdl, before the last word was pronounced, sprung 
from his seat, with fists upraised, and exclaiming^ 
'*GK--d d— n you,'' and **i — n rascal,'' made a des- 
perate dbrt to reach ChurohwelL He was instantly 
sdaed by the ooaiK»llar| legSi and body* Several 
voices called out» '* No words, Cullum''— ^Separate 
themf " ** Flei Meant at ai nw ** alci 
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Churohwelly too, was restnuned from advancing 
toward his ooUeague. The persons in the main aisle 
formed an impassable barrier, apart from those who held 
the belligerents. A crowd qqicklj gathered round 
them. The greatest possible excitement prevailed, both 
on the floor and in Uie galleries. The Speaker banged 
and rapped to order, loudly calling on gentlemen to 
take their seats. The 8crgcant-at-arms rushed first to 
CuUum and next to Churohwell, and held up his 
emblem of office — the mace. 

Cries of ''Order! Order!" were resoroed, the 
Speaker still endeavoring to restore quiet. 

Mr. Seward, of Georgia, moved that the House 
adjourn. 

The Speaker said he would entertain no question 
until quiet was restored, and again and again requested 
gentlemen to be seated. 

Quiet was finally restored. Cullum returned to his 
seat, and Churohwell to the lobby. 

A Minnesota land-bill was then passed, after serious 
efforts to defeat it. 

Mr. Millson, of Virginia, gave notice that on the 
next day he would introduce a question of privilege, 
relative to the recent violation of the rules and decorum 
of the House. [Cries of " Good ! that 's right I **^ 

The House adjourned at thn^ o'clock, after giving 
the usual quantity of books to members. 

The next day, Mr. Churchwell made an a][)ology to 
the House for a breach of its decorum. 

Cullum regretted that an unexpected and unprovoked 
IS K 
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Bttack OD bim precipitnled him into a violation of Um 
rales of theHoiiM. The ebullition which he displajed 
was raiBCfl hy the exhibition of a tlcadly weapon. 

Mr, Millaon, notwlthstnndiog these explanations, or 
Bpologiea, moved the nppointmcnt of a select committee 
to investigate the disorder which occurred, and the use 
ot warm words and threatening gestures. 

Mr. Wheeler. I understand, from Mr. Cullum that 
a dendly weapon was drawn upon him. Is there laoh 
another case of the kind on record ? 

Mr. Milteon. I know oolhing of the kind, as on 
this occasion. I will state (hat, in the parliBmentary 
records of Great Britain, it is mentioned that several 
ofthe partiea drew their swords. I wilt withdraw the 
resolution. 

Mr. McMulIen, of Virginia, objected to the with- 
drawnl ofthe resolution. 

The Speaker said the gentleman had a right to 
withdraw it. 

Mr. Orr gave notice that he intended to move an 
amendment ofthe rules, ns follows: "Any member in 
violation ofthe rules of the House refusing to obey the 
order of the 8]>caker mndo in conformity therewith, 
the Speaker shall bo authorised to order a member bo 
ofiending to the cttstody of the Sergeant-at-arms, to 
he dealt with as the House may direct. " 

Mr, Preston 8. Brooks, of South Carolina, gave no- 
tice of fail intention to offer an amendment, as follows : 

Jtnelvtd, Tbat sn^ member, who shall bring Into the Hod*« 
a wneealMl weapon, ihsll be eipelted b; a tot« of two third*. 
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JUtohedfThai tiieflargMaUat-ariiiitliallcniietobeflraQtod 
a MiiUble rack in the roCondA, where memben who ate addieled 
to carrjiiig coneealed weapone ebmll be leqniied to plaee them 
fer the inspectkm of the oarioas, so long at the ownen ate om- 
plojed in legislation. 

Cries of ''good/' resounded throaghout the hmll, 
nooompanied with laughter and applause. And thus 
ended the excitement of that day. 

The Kansas troubles continued throughout President 
Pierce's administration. Comparatively little was said 
about Nebraska, so fiv as slavery was conoemed| — the 
great fight was in and about Kansas. 

President Pierce was sociable with all parties. 
Those who were opposed to him in politics liked 
^ Frank Pierce " personally. He was free and liberal 
in his interoourw with all who visited the White 
House. 
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WAPEB SCENE BETWEEN KB. JOHN 



ON the 22(1 of May, lS66,an aasault and batlerT' 
was committed upon Senator Sumner by Preston 
S. Brooks, of South Carolina, in th? Senate Chamber. 
The latter hod tftken exception to the following pos- 
SBgo uttered by Mr. Sumner a day or two before timt 

" With regret I come HgBin ujmn the Scnnbir fmm Boutli 
Cerolina, (Hr. Buttor,) who,DiJBro[ircM>nttng thcKiiniinadchaU^ 
OTerflowed with rage tt some miggntion that Kaiuuu hut 
•pplled for admiHlon u ■ Stnte, and with iBcohrrent phrsMi 
dlBcharged the Ioom expectoration of hl» speech now upon hor 
TcpraentatlTes, then opon hsr people There wm oothlnf 
extrinilc of the innocent pirllunentary debate which h« did 
not rcpMt, nor wm there Any pomible devistion from trulli 
which he did not mtkt. But the SenUor loaches nothing 
whlcti he does not diRflg[ure with error, sometimee of prlnclpla^ 
■ometlmea of fact He ihowi an iDCapsdt; Inr BCciirB<7, 
whether in atatlng the Onnstitatlon, or in Mating the law, 
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5Vimwv^ vicii a viev U> anaek lua. Failia^ m tki% 
ki» ^timri cIm Sfnrtf dMmber jivc » tiirt borfr ad- 

iielf o«i ch^ rtfpp^ite ftWle of Soaacr, Soon Umj all 
btii fm^ witMrew. He reqncBtcd a fricod to gel her 
#Mi. aod th«a approadMd Samnery and aaid is a qviei 
Uwe of voiot ; '^ MrSumner, I have nad jour ■pcc d i 
with f^rmi eare, and with m modi impartialitj ai I am 
flajiable Off doing, and I feel it mj dot/ to k/ to joo 
thoi jon b«vt poblinhed a lilicl oo my Stale, and ot- 
tered A AlMider on a relative, who ia aged and afaeeot, 
and I have eomo to puni»b yonJ* 

Ai the oonntoaion of these words, Somner attempted 
io Npring to his feet, but was struck hj Brooks a back- 
lianiled blow aoroM the head with a gutta-peroha cane 
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iHarly SD inch thick, but hollow, and he rontii 
striking him, right and left, until tlie stick was br 
into fragments, and Sumner lay prostrat« and blee 
on the floor. No one look hold of Brooks during 
time, so quick were his movementa. But immedii 
afterward Senstor Crittenden caught him round 
bod/ and arms, when Brooks said, "I did not wii 
hurt him much, but only to whip him." 

When the attack was mode od Sumner, there 
probably fifteen or twenty ]>er8ons present, inclu 
Crittenden, Foster, Toombe, FiUpatrick, Murray, 
other membcn of Congress, together with Gove 
Gorman, several officere of the Senate, and a 
strangers. 

The anticipated assault was known to Mr. Edm 
son, of Virginia, and Mr. Kcitt, of South Caro 
who were present when the attack oommeneed. 
had been reported on the streets for several days 
vious tliat Sumner would be armed when he d< 
ered his speech, and that if the occasion required 
would use weapons. But he was not armed whei 
was attacked by Brooks. 

Brooks, nfter his arrest, went to the oflice of Ju 
Plollingabcad, and tendered his bond for securii 
B|>pear and answer any charge presented by the g 
jury ; but the jostice, deeming the bond prema 
discharged him on his parole of honor to appeal 
tan htm whenever required. 

Subsequently Brooks was complained of by Wil 
Y, Leader, on whose oath Justice Hollingshcod 
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qaired Brooks to give a bond of five hundred dolimn 
•8 security for his presenoe the next day. 

Much excitement prevailed in Congress and through- 
out the city. 

The Bmate took action on the subject, and pre- 
sented the facts to the House for its consideration. 

Brooks sent to the Senate a letter, which was read, in 
which he said he had seen the report, and it was with 
infinite regret he found in it that what he intended 
only as a redress for personal wrong should have been 
considered a breach of the privileges of that body. 
He regarded himself only as a gentleman in sodety, 
and under no political restraint as a member of the 
House. He did not advert to or consider there was 
any obligation or restraint imposed U])on him by rea- 
son that the offence came from a member of the Senate. 
He had read the speech carefully, and had found the 
language unjustly reflected, not only upon the history 
and character of South Carolina, but also upon a friend 
and relative. The Senator from South Carolina being 
absent, he had reason to believe that Sumner did not 
acknowledge his responsibility for wrong in his de- 
portment If he had, it would have ssved him the 
painful necessity of the collision which he sought; and, 
therefore, in his judgment, he had no alternative but 
to act as he did. He offered this as a full explana- 
tion, and disavowed any purpose or design to infract 
the privileges of the Senate, or offend its dignity. 

Mr. Brooks sought satisfaction from Senator Hcniy 
Wilson, for saying, in his place in the Senate, that the 
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attack apoQ Mr. Sumner was barbarous and ruffianly, 
or words to this efiect, and sent an invitation to meet 
him on duelling-ground. Mr. Wilson, being opposed 
to '' the code/' declined the challengei but neverthe- 
less declared, that he would be ready to defend him- 
self whenever assailed. 

In the House, on the 2d of June, 1866, Mr. Cami>- 
bell, of Ohio, from the Select Committee, made a re- 
port, setting forth that the Senate had transmitted to 
the House a message complaining that Preston S. 
Brooks committed an assault on the person of Charles 
Sumner, while seated at his desk in the Senate cham- 
ber, after the adjournment of that body, on the 22d 
of May, followed by blows which disabled him from 
attending to his duties in the Senate. The said as- 
sault was a breach of the privileges of that body. 
The Senate had also stated, that, inasmuch as Brooks 
was a member of the House, they could not arrest, and 
afortiarif could not try or punish him for a breach of 
privilege; it could only complain to the House. Brooks, 
the Committee said, was guilty of theassault| with the 
most aggravated circumstances of violence, and, in 
their opinion, he had thus committed a breach of priv- 
ilege. The House had the power to punish Brooks, 
not only for a breach of privilege, but for improper 
behavior. It further appeared from the investigation, 
that Henry A. Edmundson, of Virginia, and Law- 
rence M. Keitt, of South Carolina, some time previous 
to the assault, were informed that it was the purpose 
of Brooks to commit violence upon Sumner for words 
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used b^ him in debate^ and took no means to dia- 
oourage or prevent the same; bat on the eontraiy, 
anticipating the commission of the violence, were 
present on the oocasioni to witness the same, as friends 
of the assailant. The Committee condnded their re- 
port with a resolntion, namely: ''That Preston S. 
Brooks be and he is hereby forthwith expelled from 
this House, as a Representative from Sonth Oarolina; 
and that this Hoose hereby declare its disapprobation 
of the said act of Henry A. Edmnndson and Law- 
rence M. Kcitt in regard to the said assanlt" 

This report was signed by Messrs. Gampbell, Spin- 
ner, and Pennington. 

Mr. Cobb made a minority report: ''That no breach 
of the privileges of Congress had been committed, 
and therefore the House had no power to go beyond 
the Constitution in deciding that a breach of privilege 
had been committed/' 

These reports were postponed (or future considera- 
tion. 

When Senator Butler returned to Washington, from 
South Carolina, he replied to the obnoxious speech of 
Mr. Sumner. If, he said, he had been here at the 
time, he should have asked the Senator, before finish- 
ing some of the paragraphs personally applicable to 
himself, to pause ; and if the Senator had gone on, he 
should have demanded of him to retract or to modify 
his remarks, so as to bring them within the sphere of 
parliamentary propriety. If Sumner had then re- 
fused this, he (Butler) would have done — he would 
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not exact] J say; but one thing he knew, and that 
was, he would not have submitted to it To what 
mode of redress he would have resorted, he could not 
tdl ; he would, at least, with all the responsibility of 
a Senator from South Carolina, have silenced him, and 
taken the consequences, fall where they might But, 
instead of that, the speech involved a friend and kins- 
man to the extent tlmt he was obliged to put his for* 
tune and life at stake. The Senator from Massachu- 
setts made war on the State of South Carolina, and 
on himself. It mtos the purpose of the Senator to 
pander to the prejudices of a portion of the people of 
Massachusetts. If the Senator were here, he (Butler) 
would make him hnng his head in shame, and prove 
him to be a calumniator. He accused Sumner of 
having pretended to quote from the Constitution of 
South Carolina, that which is not to be found in it 
One thing was certain, either the Senator had not read 
the Constitution, or that he did not understand it 
The Senate had before been profaned bjr the Senator 
from Massachusetts. For himself, he would rather 
take ten blows than endure the act of the rhetorician 
in bringing a calumny upon his State. In conclusion, 
Mr. Butler, having spoken with much warmth, said 
that something must be pardoned to the sensibilities 
of a . man acting under the dictates of manhood and 
honor. 

Mr. Anson Burlingame had made a speech in the 
House of Representatives, in which he said that 
Brooks entered the Senate Chamber, and smote Sum* 




AND TUING8 AT WABUINGTOH. 



165 



ner .as Gain smote his brother Abel. Having after- 
ward been called upon by fnends of Mr. Brooks, be 
directed attention to the hidt that his expression related 
to the assault, and not to the personal character of the 
assailant It was, of course, the right of Brooks to 
take advantage of this distinction. He availed him- 
self of that right, but somewhat studiously paraded 
the memorandum in which it was recorded as an 
explanation, hy Burlingame, of the obnoxious remark 
contained in his speech. Finding that this was used 
to his injury, and hearing, moreover, that Brooks had 
loudly boasted of having "again conquered Massa- 
chusetts,'' Burlingame promptly withdrew it, and left 
his speech to interpret itself. Brooks then sent Bur- 
lingame a note, as follows : 

"Sib: You will do me the kindnow to indicnte some place 
outside of this District whore it will be conyenicnt to you to 
negotiate in reference to the differences between us." 

Mr. Burlingame, on tlie same day, answered as 
follows : 

"Bib: Your note of this date was placed in my hands hy 
General Lan% this afternoon. In reply, I have to say I will be 
at the Clifton House, Canada side of Niagara Falls, Saturday 
nezt» at twelve m., to ' negotiate ' in reference to any ' difference 
between us,' which in your Judgment may require settlement 
outride of this District" 

Burlingame immediately left Washington, accom- 
panied by Mr. James, of Wisconsin, and proceeded to 
Niagara Falls, to await the coming of Mr. Brooks, 
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who, however, wos indispoAcd to take the jourDey, 
nnd charged that Burlingnme had named that place of 
meeting for the cx[ircB8 purpoRc of making it impoft- 
sible fur him to be jiresent. He added that he had ho 
further demands upon Bnrlingame, but should he be 
screwed up to the point of making demands upon him 
— Brooks — he would yet treat him as a gentleman, 
and meet him at any convenient accessible place, on 
equal terms. 

Burlingame having been informed by telegraph that 
Brooks bad declined a meeting at Niagara Falls, re- 
turned to Washington. 

Brooks had been placed under bonds, and now Bur- 
lingnme gave the required security not to fight a duel. 
It was said at the time that the latter was under double 
bonds of peace, for he was also taken in custody by his 
wife, who started with him for Boston. 

A few days after Brooks's assauit on Sumner, he ww 
brought into the Criminal Court, accompanied by Rep- 
resentatives Orr and Kcitt, but the witneescs had been 
discharged until'further notice. The District Attorney 
(Philip Barton Key) hod received a note from Mr. 
Sumner, saying his physicians did not think it prudent 
for Itim to attend at present, owing to the condition of 
his health. 

Bubsequently the case again came up before Judge 
Crawford. There was a large attendance of auditors, 
including many meroberti of Congress. The District 
Attorney read the correspondence between himself and 
Mr, Sumner, to show lie had used due diligence, 
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Brooks bimsdf addnmed the Court, repoUiiig tlmi 
while he had a heart to fed aad a hand to atrik^ 
he would redrem the wrong inflicted in the effinrt of 
Morthem politidana to cover with obloquy hia State 
and honored relative^ but would at all times bow to 
the majesty of the law. 

Judge Crawford said he would forbear comment on 
the tostimonj as to the conduct of Mr. Brooks^ and 
would therefore render judgment, which was that he 
be flncd three hundred dollarB, which sum Brooks 
|iald| and retired with his friends. 

About the 18th of July, the report of the Select 
Committee of the House was taken up for final action 
in that body. 

The debate was very earnest; among the speakers 
was Mr. Clingman, of North Carolina, who said that 
no man ought to indulge in vituperation, without, as 
Franklin said, subjecting himself to be called to ao- 
oount There was nothing in the assault to justify the 
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indignation of the oountrj. It ought to be left to the 
jodioial tribunals. 

Mr. Bingham, of Ohio, in his usually spirited 
manner, asked who made Clingman a oensor of tbe 
distinguished Senator from Massachusetts. The gen- 
tleman from North Carolina had undertaken to lecture 
members of the House as to morals and propriety of 
conduct, when he himself had indulged in the most 
gross and outrageous personal abuse which could &11 
from the lips of any man. The Senator was beaten 
for having denounoed slavery, the sum of all villanies, 
which made merchandise of mortality. He, fbr this, 
was made to bleed; a bludgeon was used; the weapon 
of a barbarous age was the instrument, in perfect 
keeping with the act 

Mr. Orr said that Sumner was punished for a libel 
on the State of South Carolina, and a slander on 
Butler, the near relative of Mr. Brooks. Franklin 
was right when he declared that the freedom of speech 
was the freedom of the bludgeon. 

Mr. Comins, of Massachusetts, advocated the adop- 
tion of the report 

Mr. Aiken, of South Carolina, in reply, pronounced, 
on his own responsibility, one of the gentleman's state- 
ments &lse. 

Other gentlemen indulged in the fiery debate. 

Mr. Giddings, of Ohio, tendered to Brooks the whole 
sympathies of his heart, for he recollected that, fifteen 
yean before that time, be himself stood there, accused, 
but on a different charge, without being permitted lo 
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open his lips, or to have s friend atters sentence in his 
behalf. The member had satisfied the law relative to 
the assault and battery on SumneTi bat had not atoned 
for the great crime committed against the Gonstitataon ; 
for the blow was aimed against the sovereign rights of 
the people. 

The Hoose finally voted on the resolntion to expel 
Brooks, and to censure Edmondson and Keitt The 
vote was, yeas 121 ; nays 94. But as a two-third 
vote was required| the resolution was not passed. 

There were hisses mingled with applause in the gal- 
leries. 

Mr. Brooks was privileged to speak. Ho said the 
rights of his constituents had been violated by the ac- 
tion of the House. Sumner, he added, had slandered 
his State and his honored relative, who was absent It 
was a personal affiiir altogether, for which he had an- 
swered at the law. He made other remarks in justifi- 
cation of his course, and concluded by saying, thai, 
foreseeing what would be the course of this body, he 
had anticijmted the result by placing in the hands of 
the Governor of South Carolina his resignation. He 
was tlierefore no longer a member of the House. 

Applause followed, during which Brooks retired 
from the Hall. 

He was re-elected, and took his seat at the extra 
session of the same year. 

Mr. Sumner sufiered for a long time from his wounds, 
and went abroad, and there subjected himself to the 
** moxa,'' as a remedy. On his return he resumed his 
seat in the Senate, where he has continued ever since* 
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When Mr. Brookfl went home to South Garoltna, he 
made a speech at Columbia, in which he said : An 
ordinary castigation was nothing to excite a people as 
had this act of his excited the North. Abolitionists, 
seeking excuses for their vile slanders, had made it a 
pretext for more fiuiaticism. It was curious that the 
castigation of a Black Republican should beget so ex- 
traordinary an excitement But they had used this 
act of his — executed under the highest sense of duty — 
as an instrument to kindle more fires of frnaticism. 
Their motive was political power; they wished to 
enjoy the patronage and emoluments of the Govern- 
ment. Every foot of the way from Washington to this 
city he had met with kindness from the people of the 
South ; and it gratified him to believe that, were he to 
travel to tbe extremcst verge of the South, he should 
meet with the same hearty welcome that he had expe- 
rienced here and elsewhere. When he said in 

the House of Representatives that he had it in his 
power to raise a revolution, it was no egotistic boast. 
He felt that he had done as much as any one man to 
concentrate the feeling of the South; and when he 
spoke of revolution, he knew that, had he stepped for- 
ward and smote one of their abolition crew in the 
House, their enmity to him would have precipitated 
them against him, and caused a revolution on that 
floor. 

In the spring of 1856, Philemon T. Herbert, a 
member of Congress from the Slate of California, 
killed Thomas Keating, a waiter at Willard^s Hotel. 
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Herbert was at breakfast^ and having nuwlo some re- 
marka to the waiter of an insulting characteri an alter* 
cation ensned| the result of which was the shooting 
of Keating with a pistol. After preliminary pro- 
ceedings in the case, Secretary of State Maroy ad- 
dressed a note to Mr. Dubois^ the Minister finom the 
Hague, saying tliat he had received a letter from the 
United States Attorney for the District of Columbia, 
in which he represented that the Minister's testimony 
was important in the investigation, and that if he had 
no objection to ftirther the ends of justice by giving 
his testimony^ the Attorney would call for him in a 
carriage. Mr. Dubois interposed a refusal, on the 
ground of international law, and the Constitution of 
the United States, as to foreign representatives. He 
said, in his reply lo Mr. Marcy, that he was in &ct a 
witness of tlie sad occurrence, and the only impartial 
witness from the beginning to the conclusion of it; for, 
with the exception of Herbert and Mr. Gardner, his 
friend, there was no person in the hall at the time 
besides the comrades of the deceased. Nevertheless* 
he would have no objection to testify to the truth, and 
tell all he had seen and heard, if his position of rep- 
resentative of his sovereign did not prevent him from 
appearing in a court of law. He was, however, ready 
to go to the Department of State, at any day and 
hour, and give all the details, leaving the Secretary at 
entire liberty to have all the persons whose presence 
he might deem useful and necessary to witness their 

interview. Mr. Marcy, not satisfied with this proposi- 
14 « L 
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tion, wrote to our Minister at the Hague, Mr. Belmont^ 
aajiDgy he regretted to be under the necessity of re- 
questing him to invite the attention of the Minister 
of Foreign AfiUra to the course of Mr. Dubois, Resident 
Minister near this Oovernnienty with regard to the 
melancholy affitir in a public place in the city of 
Washington several days previous. It would, Mr. 
Marcy added, be suflBcient to state that while at break- 
bst, in a room at Willard's Hotel, a difficulty arose 
between a member of Congress and one of the waiters; 
a personal conflict ensued between the parties, which 
resulted in the death of the waiter from a pistol-shot 
He (Herbert) appeared before the magistrate for the 
purpose of a judicial investigation, and the District 
Attorney, charg(>fl with the public prosecution of the 
offence, invited Mr. Dubois to attend coiut and give 
testimony in the case. This he declined to do, and 
the influence of the Department of State was invoked 
to induce him to waive his privilege under the law of 
nations, and appear as a witness. It was not charged 
that Mr. Dubois had no right to decline, but Mr. 
Marcy said that he was at perfect liberty to exercise 
the privilege to the extent requested, and fay doing so 
he would not subject himself to the jurisdiction of 
this country. 

Mr. Belmont, in pursuance of instructions, called on 
Baron Van Hall, the Minister of Foreign Affiiirs, who 
informed Mr. Belmont that Mr. Dubois's conduct had 
been fully approved fay all the members of the diplo- 
matic corps in Washington ; and that» in authorising 
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Mr. Dabois to give his swinrn deposition to the De- 
partment of State, the Government of the Netherlands 
did all that was rational and feasible under die eir- 
oumstanoes, and expressed the hope that oar Govern- 
ment would appreciate the sentiments of oourtesy and 
friendly disposition which suggested this authority. 

Mr. Dubois renewed his proposition to the Secretary 
of State, to which Mr. Marey responded that such a 
declaration made to the Department could not be used 
on the trial, and that the Government of the Nether- 
lands, by its action, would deprive the United States 
of important testimony. 

And here the correspondence ended. It serves to 
show the prerogatives of Ministers under interna- 
tional law. 

The jury, in the first trial of Herbert, (ailed to agree, 
and were, consequently, discharged; but on the second 
he was acquitted. This announcement was received 
with manifestations of delight by Herl)ert's friends, 
by whom he was surrounded and congratulated. The 
friends of the deceased were very much incensed, not 
only against Herbert, but against* all who aided in pro- 
ducing the judicial result; and particularly were the 
Irish loud in their denunciations, for Keating was a 
fellow-countryman, and had, they said, been shot down 
like a dog by a drunken member of Congress in a 
quarrel M'hich the member himself had provoked by 
in&mous language toward the deceased. 

Toward the close of the proceedings in this case, 
Mr. Preston, for the prosecution, wished to reply to 
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flonio strictares made on the other side, to which Her- 
bert's counsel objected. Ex-Mayor Lenox, who was 
standing near hj, was overheard hy Batcliffe to observe 
that that was unfair and unjust Batcliffe sharply 
replied they wanted no outside interference there; and 
in the course of the hurried colloquyi Lenox called 
Batdifle a liar; whereupon Batcliffe made a dash at 
Lenox, but Mr. Bradley interposed and prevented a 
collision. Complaint was made against Batcliffe and 
Lenox, and they were both required to give bonds not 
to fight a duel. 

Herbert remained in Congress until the end of his 
term, but failed to be respected by his fellow-mem- 
bers. 

During the proceedings of the House of Bepresen- 
tatives in 1856, Mr. Wright, of Tennessee, approached 
the seat of Mr. Harris, of Maryland, for the purpose, 
it was said, of speaking to that gentleman ; and while 
there^ Mr. Sherman, of Ohio, was of the opinion that 
Mr. Wright acted in a menacing manner toward him- 
self, in consequence of a personal controversy which 
had recently occurred in the House. Mr. Sherman 
endeavored to throw a handful of wafers in Mr. 
Wright's fkce, when the latter made an attempt to 
strike him. Mr. Sherman then put his hand into his 
side-pocket to pull out, it was supposed, a pistol. 
Mutual friends immediately interposed. Mr. Wat- 
kins and another of Wright's colleagues seised him, 
and conducted him to His seat^ amid the confbsion and 
intense excitement prevalent, but which soon subsided. 
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Reports of a dad were soon droalatedf The par- 
taesi however, did not meet for that parpoee. 

During the year 1856, Mr. Crampton, the Minister 
of her Majest/i Viotoriay near the Government of the 
United States, undertook to recruit in this oountiy 
soldiers to engage in the war against Russia, having 
for his adjuncts the British oonsuls at New York, 
Cincinnati, and Philadelphia. President Pierce, on 
learning the &ots in the case, refused to longer reoog- 
nijse Mr. Crampton in his official capacitj, and with- 
drew the exequators of the consuls. The fears of manj 
persons in this oountiy were allayed on die reception, 
from London, of satisfiiotory assurances that the dis- 
missal of Mr. Crampton would not be followed by 
any retaliatory steps of a similar character on the 
part of the English Government That Govern- 
ment was duly informed by Mr. Marcy why our own 
had so acted toward its Minister and consuls. The 
Earl of Clarendon made the necessary explanations, 
and Mr. Many, in response, said the United States 
Government was satisfied with the assurances that the 
charge of having violated the munidpal laws of the 
United States, as well as the general principles of 
international law, by recruiting within the territory of 
the United States, was no longer urged against her 
Id^eetfB Government as a cause of complaint. 
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CHAPTER X. 

m. BUCHANAN'S AKRIYAL — THE INAUOUmATION — THE 
CABINET — AOLANCB AT THE KANSAS QUESTION — EKGI- 
NEBRINO THROUGH THE LBOOICPTON CONSTITUTION — TUB 
CONDITION OF PARTIES — AN OFPBB REJECTED — BU- 
CHANAN'S DENIAL OF THE TRUTH OF A TBLBORAM, WHICH 
WAS AFTERWARD VERIFIED — AN ANECDOTE ABOUT BU- 
CHANAN — ** PETTICOAT OOVERNM ENT " — THE PRESI- 
DENT'S KANSAS MESSAGE — FIGHT BETWEEN KEITT AND 
GROW — A SCENE BETWEEN JEFFERSON DAVIS AND FES- 
SENDBN-^" who's AFRAID "—REMOVAL TO THE NEW 
SENATE CHAMBER — SPEECHES OF MR. CRITTENDEN AND 
VICB-PRE8IDBNT BRECKENRIDGB. 

MB. BUCHANAN arrived in Washington several 
days before the day of inauguration. His room at 
the National Hotel was overrun with politicians and 
citijeenSi who called to see him. Everybody was ad- 
mi tted, without distinction. He called on President 
Pierce to make arrangements to take possession of the 
White House. It so happened that it was public recep- 
tion-day. The President cordially greeted, and the per- 
sons present warmly welcomed, him. The President 
tendered to him the compliment of a dinner with in- 
vited guests, as did also Judge Douglas and others, 
but he declined them all. 

The inauguration took place on the 4th of Maroh^ 
18679 the President electa seated io a carriage with the 
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retiring PreBidont, having been eeoorted lo the Cbqpi- 
tol hy a procession. 

The oeremonies in the Senate CSiamber were, as 
heretofore on similar oocasionSi deeply interesting. 
John C. Breckenridge, the Vioe-Prosident eleot| was 
sworn into office hy Senator James M. Maaony Presi- 
dent pro tempore of the Senate. He made a brief 
speech on assuming the chair. 

Having delivered his Inangnral Address on the east- 
em portico of the Capitol| in the presence of thousands 
of auditors, the President was greeted with eheem and 
salvos of artillery, and music by the Marine Band. 

In honor of the great event, Mr. Elliott made a 
balloon ascension. For a while the balloon remained 
nearly stationary over the eastern part of the city, 
but subsequently passed off toward Bladensburg. 

After the President hod reached the White House, 
the doors were thrown open to persons of both sexes, 
who had assembled in large numbers. 

A few days subsequent, the usual visits of courtesy 
from foreign Ministers, Judges of the Supreme Court, 
and City Councils, were made. 

The foUowiiig-named gentlemen were appointed 
members of his Cabinet : 

Lewis Cass, Secretary of State; John B. Floyd, 
Secretary of War; Howell Cobb, Secretary of the 
Treasury; Isaac Toucey, Secretary of the Navy; 
Aaron V . Brown, Postmaster-General ; Jacob Thomp- 
son, Secretary of the Interior ; and Jeremiah S. Blade, 
Attorney-General. 
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Aboot the time of tho ioaugtiratioii, or shortly 
after, several gentlemen, including the President him- 
self, who had had quarters at the National Hotel, 
were taken sick. The cause of the disease was difficult 
to ascertain; but it was believed by some pciisons 
that the sickness resulted from decayed kitchen-refuse 
in the sewer connected with the hotel. Accordingly, 
the proprietors at once set to work to remove the un- 
healthy deposits; and since that time there has been 
no return of the ** National Hotel disease.'' There 
were others who gave free ezprenion to their suspicion 
that an attempt had been made to destroy lift by poi- 
son. Certain it is several persons died, and gentlemen 
are still living who yet complain of the effects of the 
'' mysterious National Hotel disease.'' 

It may here be remarked that the Democratic 
National Convention, which nominated Mr. Buchanan, 
at Cincinnati, declared itself in ftvor of non-inter- 
ference by Congress with slavery in the States and 
Territories, and in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Buchanan, in his Inaugural Address, regarded 
it as '* an evil omen of the times that men had 
undertaken to calculate the mere material value of the 
Union," and spoke of the terrific evils which would 
result finom its dissolution. 

The Republican Convention which nominated the 
opposing candidate, General Fremont, was adverse to 
the repeal of the Missouri Compromise and lo the 
extension of slavery into free territory, and in fiivw 
of the adminion of Kansas as a free State. 
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These were the positioni of parties at the time of 
the oommenocnieiit of Mr. Bachanan's administration. 

In March or Aprily the President appointed Hon. 
B. J. Walker Governor, and F. P. Stanton Seoretarjr, 
of the Territory of Elansas. 

At that time indictments had been foond against 
many of those wlio had acted in a military capadtyi 
under the authority of the Territorial Oovemmcnti 
for acts and excesses alleged to be wholly illegal and 
unjustifiable ; and similar prosecutions had been insti- 
tuted against tlioee who resisted the territorial authori- 
ties, and who undertook to retaliate for the alleged 
wrongs committed against tlicm. 

Governor Walker, on reaching Kansas, published an 
address, in which ho stated his instructions from the 
President to be : To sustain the regular legislature in 
assembling a convention to form a constitution, and 
when such a constitution should be submitted to the peo- 
ple of the Territory, they must be protected in the exer- 
oiee of their right of votingfororagainst that instrument. 

Governor Walker earnestly sought to carry out these 
views, but in a letter to a friend said, that his efforts 
were directed to bringing Kar^sas into the Union as ff 

'' a free Democratic State.'' 

Meantime the ''pro-slavery" and "fVee-soil" in- ' 

habitants of the Territory were in stem opposition, and 

serious personal difficulties resulted. Aid both from 

the North and the South was sent thither for the 

benefit of the respective parties. 

A convention was about to assemble at Leoompton. 
16 
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The Southern members of the Cabinet were yeiy uix« 
ions to 80 direct affiiire that their eeetion of the oountrj 
•hould have the right of carrying their alayeB to 
Kanaaa. They planted themaelvea on the principle 
previously declared by John C. Calhoun and others, 
that the TerritorieS| as to slavery, were not subject to 
Federal legislation, and that Southern men could take 
their property with them into the Territories with as 
much right as others could remove their hones and 
oxen, and other like proper^. 

John Calhoun, of Springfield, Illinois,— -not, of 
course, the great Nullifier, — who had been appointed 
Surveyor-General of Kansas, was a bold and energetic 
worker in behalf of the Southern men, and he was 
made president of the convention which met at Le* 
compton. 

The proposition was officially made to me (the au- 
thor of these pages) to proceed to Lecompton, and en- 
gineer through, or assist in the preparation of a consti- 
tution with a Southern feature. I was promised letters 
of confidence ''to the aforesaid'' John Calhoun, and 
other prominent personages acting with him. But hav- 
ing neither capacity nor ambition for such work as was 
suggested, I declined the application. A Mr. BCartin, 
of Mississippi, a derk in the Departmentof the Interior, 
was then the selected agent for such services ; and he 
accordingly went there, and from time to time sent 
to Washington reports of prospects and pi o gie as. 

It seemed that Governor Walker's conduct was not 
approved at Washington headquarters*— although he 
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was sedulously oarrying out the principles annoanoed 
in his own inaugiual — and therefore an eflbrt was 
made to induce him either to change his course or to 
resign his ofBoe. Nor was the conduct of the Seoretarjr 
of the Territory (F. P. Stanton) in better estimation 
among the Southern members of tlie Cabinet. 

An editorial appeared in the " Union," the ofRdal 
organ of Mr. Buchanan, written by a member of the 
Gibinet, to the effect tlmt even if the Free-State men 
should all fail to vote on the Lecompton constitution, 
and that if the opposite or minority party should vote 
for and adopt that instrument, it would be recognised 
^ by the administration as the embodiment of the popu- 
lar will. In other words, the friends of the measure 
were not to be damaged by the neglect of its enemies 
to attend the polls. 

ThiB statement was telegraphed to the Northern 
press. ' Mr. Douglas and his friends were incensed ; 
and it was among the first things that placed him in 
opposition to Mr. Buchanan. 

I had intimate private relations particularly with 
one of the Southern members pf the Cabinet, and 
from him learned nearly every day much intelligence 
of interest, including the intentions of the Adminis- 
tration with regard to Kansas, which I promptly com- 
municated to the press by medium of the telegraph. 

Just see what a large fire the spark of a modest 

telegram produced. I published something like the 

following : 

"There is naion to beliere that if QoTernor Walker and 
Seoretarj Btanton shall not resign, thsj will be remored.'' 
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Directly after this appeared in the newspapers, Mr. 
Buchanan caused his private secretary and others to 
send telegrams all over the country, denying its truth ; 
and the President himself wrote a paragraph for the 
press to the same effect 

I was the subject of much abuse, and was accused 
in more than one Democratic newspaper with being n 
** Black Republican/' and deserved to have my head 
broken or to be hung for wilful perversion of the truth, 
or for hurtful invention. Mr. Greeley was among 
those who came to my relief. He said : 

" Od Fridaj eroniog last, the agent of the Anodated Pren 
•i Washington telegraphed to this city that the remoTal of 
Ck>T. Walker and Secretary Stanton had been resoWed on in 
CSabinei council. That agent is a Southern man by birth and 
education, and nerer, so &r as we know, sospected of ' Black 
Republicanism.' We hare always onderstood him to be a 
Democrat in politics, though we cannot remember that we erer 
heard him express a political opinion. Thai he obtained the 
inlbrmation on which he baaed this despatch firom a reliable 
sooree^ and that he had abundant reason for belie?ing it, we 
have no manner of doubt That it was substantially true, so 
fiur at least as the determination of a large portion of the Oab- 
inel was concerned, wo ftilly beliere." 

Efforts were at that time made to discover the source 
of the information on which the telegram was based. 
Mr. Buchanan sent for me, in order to discover it. 
His first inquiry was: ''Will yon tell me from whom 
you received that information about Gov. Robert J, 
Walker f I answered : ** I would as soon tell you, 
Mr. Presidenti as I would any other man, but I do 
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v^>i TvvcftI tiie fouivee of mv news." — " But joa might 
te«i «#/' tie zvjoineil. I then said: " Suppose, Mr. 
FS>f»\Mt« rou vere now to give me an item, and I 
po^'.l»jM ii : and that in response to an inquiry of a 
t^:rd ;>anT, I were to inform him that I received it 
frAia w^ — how would vou like to have vour name 
n»f«»«#AMxi in that connection?" The President at 
A-vv sa3«i : ** I see the point — I withdraw the ques- 

S::!! lifftmnined to find out who, among his Cabinet 
••^^VT*, «-ere " leaky vessels," he mentioned the cir- 
C':niM»n<«s at the council -board, when one of tiie 
iiK^mbm unequivocally declared that the information 
«ii^ tumished by himself. He aAerwani said to me, 
IN reply to the inquiry why he had made the acknowl- 
^i^icnt, that he wished to vindi<»tc nie against all 
«iMult». and at the same time remind the President of 
fW pi^pvious understanding about Robert J. Walker 
tfKt Fnrdcrick P. Stanton. 

The telegram was verified in the fact that in six 
gt^'ks from the date of its publication. Governor 
^'a'lker resigned, and Mr. Stanton was removed ! 

Veantime, the troubles in Kansas continued, and 
^ North and South were intensely agitatc<l. 

\ recollect having a conversation with Mr. Clay, of 

%^t«ina, who was as '^ardent as a southern sun could 
• w^ him" in behalf of the pro-slavery cause. He 

J lie had juat come from home to attend the session 
^ Senate. His people, and the Southern people 
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generallyi were ** resolved to have their rights, even 
at the expense of a dissolution of the Union." 

On the Ist of Februarj, 1858| President Buchanan 
transmitted a message to Ck>ngre88| enclosing and 
indorsing a copy of the Leoompton ConstitutioUi 
which had been brought to Washington by John 
Calhoun. He alluded to "the dork and ominous 
clouds now pending over the Union/' and conscien- 
tiously believed " they would be dissipated with honor 
to every portion of it by the admission of Kansas 
during the present session of Congress; whereas, should 
she be rejected/' he greatly feared ** those clouds would 
become darker and more ominous than ever yet threat- 
ened the Constitution and the Unicin." 

The House was thrown into great disorder by this 
message, and various propositions were made concern- 
ing it, including one of reference. During the night- 
session of Friday, the 6th of February, a gentleman 
in the crowd asked whether he could move that a 
daguerreotypist be sent for to take a view of the 
scenes. (Laughter.) 

The Speaker said: ''That is not exactly in order 
at this time." (Much merriment) 
. A voice was heard : " How in the devil can they 
take pictures by gaslight." (Ha I ha 1 ha 1) 

'Motions to delay action were made, and all ques- 
tions decided by yeas and nays. 

Clerk after derk broke down, in the exercise of call- 
ing the roll. 

''Come," said one, " letV ai^onm; what is the use 
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of continuing this fiuraer'^ Anotbor replied i ^111 
Inring toy bed and etqr here till Mondaj, befim I giTO 
WSJ to theee Leoomptonitee.'' 

The dilatoiy motions oontinaed. 

Mr. Warren, of Arkaneaa, soggeeted, as tbej had 
beoi so long engaged on Kansas, thqr had better do a 
little ibr his State of ilr-Eansas. (Lond laaghter.) 
. Mr. Warren was called to order from the Republi- 
can side. 

Mr. James B. Claj, of Kentucky, asked : " Suppose a 
gentleman occupies another's seat, what then V 

The Speaker replied : ** He can be ousted.'^ 

Mr. Letcher, of Virginia, asked whether that could 
be done by legal process. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Reuben Davis, of Mississippi, appealed to the 
Republicans for liberty to speak an hour. He said if 
this privilege should be denied, his personal ])opularity 
would be sacrificed. (Laughter.) 

He afterward rose to a privileged question, saying, 
'' that the heat from the gas above was blistering his 
head, (which was bald,) and he asked unanimous con- 
sent to wear his handkerchief onrit (Laughter.) 

Mr. Florence (the top of whose head was also bald) 
objected, causing renewed laughter. 

It was now lialf-past twelve o'clock ; the sofas were 
occupied by fiitigued Ck>ngres8men, while others slept 
in their seats. The proceedings became exceedingly 
dull, one tfiird of the members being adeep, or 
nodding at their desks; a few were smoking cigars, 
while others were going to or returning from the 
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taormnty or ''hole in the wall'' — a priyate drinking^ 
place. 

Mr. Quitman, of Miaeiesippi, reopened the speaking 
part of the entertainment, saying, it was now mani-' 
ftst that the present proceedings wonld come to no 
practical result He had no authority to speak for 
his friends, but he suggested that they come to an un- 
derstanding that all motions subsequent to the pre- 
vious question should be withdrawn. 

Just at this point the House was thrown into the 
most violent excitement| and a fearful scene of con- 
fusion was presented. 

Mr. Grow, of Pennsylvania, was walking down the 
aisle on the Democratic side of the House, when Mr. 
Keitt and a friend approached him. A scuffle took 
place between Grow and Keitt ; the latter struck him| 
when the parties were separated. They then ex- 
changed words in an evidently excited manner, when 
Keitt again dealt a blow at Grow, who knocked Keitt 
down. Their respective friends rushed to the rescue. 

Various members on each side engaged in a general 
fight, which took place in tlie area fronting the Clerk's 
desk. 

Conspicuous among the bdligerents were Messrs. 
Washbume of Illinois, and Potter of Wisconsin. 
They dealt their blows right and left The comic 
fjeatore in the exhibition wast Mr. Oovode^ of Penn- 
sylvania, seised a heavy spittoon, and'ndsed it to 
strike Mr. Barksdale, of Mississippii who had ap- 
proached him in a menacing atlitiida. Jnst at this 
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point, Barludale's wig fell off. Coyode dropped 
weapon ; he oould not strike a man's bead whioh was 
bald as his hand ! 

The Speaker, in a loud and imperious manner, de- 
manded order, and excitedly called upon the Sergeant- 
at^rms to interfere. 

That functionary, carrying the mace of oflEice, to- 
gctlier with his assistants, hurried to the scene and 
penetrated the crowd of combatants. 

Some minutes elapsed l)efore tliis beautiful oontest 
was quieted. 

A proposition was made that the vote on the Kan- 
sas question be postponed till Monday next. There 
was a general response from the Republicans of ^ No, 



» 



no. 

The confusion began to break out afresh, when the 
Speaker said he had directed the Sergeaut-at-arms to 
put under arrest those who disregarded tlie order of 
tlie House. 

Mr. Campbell, of Ohio, said he had foreseen that a 
disagreeable feeling would result here from the ex- 
citing questions connected with Kansas. 

Mr. Barksdale called the gentleman to order. 

Mr. Campbell wished to let the gentleman from 
Mississippi know that he was his jieer. 

And thus the proceedings progressed, amid much 
disorder. 

A member on the floor of the House, who was 
near to Grow and Keitt at the time of the outbreak, 
kindly furnished me, at my request, with the following 

At 
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paitioalany I not having been near enough to ascer- 
tain them : 

Grow objected to Quitman's making any remarks. 
Keiit said : ** If you are going to object, return to 
your own side of the House.'' Grow responded • 
''This is a free hall; every man has a right to be 
where he pleases." Keitt then came nearer to Grow, 
and said : " I want to know what you mean by such 
an answer as that?" Grow replied : ''I mean just 
what I say ; this is a free hall, and a man has a right 
to be where he pleases." Keitt seised Grow by the 
throat, saying, ''I will let yon know that you are a 
damned Black Bepublican puppy." Grow knocked 
up his hand, ezdairaing, '' I shall occupy such place 
in this hall as I please, and no negro-driver shall 
crack his whip over me." Keitt again grasped Grow 
by the throat, and Grow knocked his hand off. Keitt 
came at him again, when Grow squarely knocked him 
down. 

The fight took place at twenty minutes to two 
o'clock in the morning. Of course, all the sleepers 
were awakened to the combat 

The House continued in session till half-past six 
o'clock on Saturday morning, and agreed that the 
vote should be taken on the next Monday, when the 
message was referred to a committee of fifteen. 

Mr. Keitt made a personal explanation. ' He said 
it was due to fiiir-dealing he should assume to him- 
self all the responsibility for violating the order, dig- 
nityy and decorum of the House. He^wae the aggres* 
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8or; and it was also due to justioe he ahoald make 
whatever reparation it was in his power, to the digni^ 
and deoorum of the House thus violated. He acknowl- 
edged his profound regret for the distnrbanoe which 
he had provoked. Personal collisions were always 
unpleasant, very seldom excusable, and rarely justifi- 
able — never in a deliberative body. In this conneo- 
tion he had but one other remark to make, and that 
was — whether any blow was directed at him or not 
was more than he could say ; at least he was uncon- 
scious of having received one. 

Mr. Grow said he had thought in childhood that all 
fights among men were disgraceful to human nature 
and to the Christian community, and that this was 
especially the case when they occurred among law- 
makers in the midst of their deliberations. Riper 
years and the force of education had satisfied him that 
this lesson was good and true ; yet the right of self- 
defence he recognised as one of the inalienable rights 
of man, to be exercised on all occasions and under all 
circumstances, whenever necessary for the protection 
of life or property. At the last sitting of the House 
he found himself unexpectedly engaged in the first 
personal confiict of the session. He tendered to the 
House most cheerfully whatever apology was due for 
this violation of order and decorum, and no one re- 
gretted more than himself the occasion for this viola- 
tion of its rules. 

There was also a stirring time in the Senate on the 
8th of February. The following will serve as m 
specimen. 
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Mr. Jeflenon Davisi daring the debate, said he 
heartily cononrred in the views of Mr. Buchanan's 
Lecompton message. It breathed the sentiments of a 
patriot Its prindples stood out in bold relief in oon- 
trast with the vierrs of the Senator from Maine. 

Mr. Fessenden did not recognize the authority or 
style of the Senator from Mississippi, who chose to 
assume to lecture him on the sentiments he thought 
proper to announce in the Senate. He, in reply to 
Mr. Davis, expressly disavowed any intention or desire 
to interfere with slavery in the States where it then 
existed. Tlie Senator had thought proper to place 
himself in the attitude of an advocate for disunion. 
He (Mr. Fessenden) had avowed no disunion senti- 
ments. Ck>uld the Senator say as much 7 

Mr. Davis, excitedly: ''Yes, and I have long sought 
m respectable man who could charge the contrary.'' 

Mr. Fessenden said tlie newspapers represented the 
Senator as making a speech in Mississippi, in which he 
declared that he went into President Pierce's Gtbinei a 
disunion man. 

Mr. Davis replied, it was false, and inquired whether 
the Senator could produce the paper. 

Mr. Fessenden said he could produce the paper 
into which the extract was copied. 

Mr. Davis remarked, it was fidse, no matter where 
it came from ; and if the extract gave such an account 
of what lie had said, it had been frlsifted* 

Mr. Fessenden repeated, he had made no accusation* 
He bad merely put the question to the BenatoTi who 
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had aocuaed him of seeking to overthrow the Ooneti- 
tution. 

Mr. Davia explained, that auch attaclca aa had been 
made, including that on the Judiciary, would have 
thftt enect* 

Mr. Feaeenden replied, he had not attacked the de- 
ciaion of the Supreme Ck>urt, for it had made none 
of the character indicated, in the Dred Scott case. He 
believed that auch a decision, if carried into efieot| 
would undermine the Ck>nstitution of the country. 

Mr. Davis did not know whence sprung the habit 
of accusing hint of an attempt to intimidate Senatora. 
He endeavored to intimidate nobody. He did not 
believe tliat anybody was afraid of him. 

Mr. Fcssenden. I am. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Davis. I am sorry to hear it. I shall never 
again reply in a decided and firm tone to the Senator. 

Mr. Fessendeu. I sficuk of it only in an intellectual 
point of view. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Davis. Then, sir, the Senator was in a Pick- 
wickian sense when he began. There were no threats 
and no intimidations, and he is just where he would 
have been if he had said nothing. (Laughter.) 

In conclusion Mr. Davis said he had only sought 
to carry out good fellowship, and protection where the 
Government was bound to aflford it. Beyond that, he 
wished to be let alone. 

The message was finally referred to the Committee 

on Territories. 

In February, 1858, there waa a colliaion between 
16 
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Hon. James B. Clay, of Kentacky, and General Cul- 
Inm, of Tennessee. Callnm entered the bar-room of 
Brown's Hotel, where Clay, Hawkins, and Mason 
were standing. He proposed an old-fiwhioned Ken- 
tucky drink, in which all parties participated. Sub- 
sequently he commenced a conversation with Clay, 
stating he had removed from Kentucky to near the 
Hermitage, in Tennessee, where he bearded the lion in 
his den. He s|K>ke of his long devotion to and admi- 
ration of Mr. Clay's father, Henry Clay. Mr. Clay 
replied to Gen. Cullum, that General Leslie Coombs 
had once, as Chickasaw ambassador, also bearded the 
lion in his den. This expreraion was supposed by 
some of the bystanders to be jocular, but was received 
by Gen. Cullum as an insult Clay disavowed such 
an intention. Cullum made a reply, accompanied with 
a menacing use of his finger, when Clay said he was 
not accustomed to be add re s se d in such a threatening 
manner. Cullum became more excited under the con- 
viction that Clay intended to insult him, and charao- 
lerized Clay as the apostate son of a noble sire. Clay 
said his physical condition was such as would prevent 
him from answering with a blow, but he could not 
resist proclaiming Cullum a damned scoundrel ; where- 
upon Cullum drew back to strike him« The feroe of 
the blow was partially arrested by the spectators, but 
still reached Clay's nose, and caused it to bleed. 

Clay called on Senator Johnson, of Arkansas, to act 
as his friend, and a preliminary message was commu- 
nicated to Cullum, of whksh acceptance was signified 
as soon as a competent second could be oboaen. 
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Efforts to reooDoile the difficolt^r proving inefRBotiialy 
the parties left for the daelling^groond, aooomptiiied 
by their respective friends. Bat before thejr got into 
fighting position. Senators Crittenden, Toombs^ and 
Kennedy undertook tlie office of peacemakers, and the 
quarrel was settled thus : Clay disavowed any inten- 
tion to insult Cullum, and CuUum apologised for the 
blow on Clay's nose. 

A series of other personal difficulties took place at 
about the same time. One of them was between Gen- 
eral Harney and Colonel Sumner; another between 
Lieutenant Bell, of the cavalry, and liieuteuant Wil- 
liams, of the dragoons. They had a fight in the bar- 
ber-shop at Willard's Hotel, when a cane was broken 
over the head of one of the combat^mts. A challenge 
passed. They went beyond Bladensburg to fight Bell 
fired at the word " one/' The ball from his pistol 
penetrated the hat of Williams, who was the assailing 
party, and having thus given the satisfaction demanded, 
discharged his pistol in the snow. The belligerents 
returned to Washington, apparently reconciled. 

Lieutenant Rhind and Commander Boutwell, of the 
Navy, had a "breeae.'' Lieutenant Rhind and his 
friend. Captain ComCi of South Carolina, were held to 
bail for their appearance at the Criminal Court ibr 
challenging and posting Commander Boutwell, at whose 
instance the arrest was made. 

The Kansas bill was passed on the 30th of April, 
ISbSf in the Senate, by a vote of yeas 31, nays 22; 
and in the House by a vote of yeas 112, nays 103. 
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Bat the miyoritj of the people of Kansas repadiated 
the Leoompton Constitutioiii and made one for them- 
selveSy at W)randot, after previous similar eQbrts at 
Topeka and Leavenworth. 

It was brought to Washington by Mr. W. F. M. 
Amy, and presented to the two Houses in Februaiyi 
1860| through their presiding officers. Mr. Amy, at 
first| went to the President of the United States, and 
asked him to transmit it to Congress. Sufficient time 
was permitted him to look into it When Mr. Amy 
again called, Mr. Buchanan said to him there was too 
much "petticoat government'' in the Constitution. 
Mr. Amy replied that there was nothing of the kind, 
but it allowed women to vote for superintendents of 
county schools. The President, however, was stubbom, 
still objecting to the ''petticoat'' govemment feature. 

Just after Mr. Amy's interview with the President, 
several ladies came into the room to pay their respects 
to him. In the course of conversation, one of them 
said : " Mr. Buchanan, we have looked all through this 
House — it is very elegant and well kept; but we have 
noticed one deficiency." — '* What is that, madam 7 " 
he blandly said. The lady responded, '' That you have 
DO lady of the house." — ** That, madam," he said, with 
m smile, '' is my misfortune, not my &ult<." 

Kansas was organised as a territory. May 80th| 1864, 
and was admitted into the Union as a StatCi January 
29th, 1861, under the Wyandot Constitution. 

The reign of bloodshed and disorder for a season 
was now over; and the sound of cannon in this city 
announced the act of admission consummated. 
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There were events of maoh interest on the 4tfa 
of January, 1859, in the old Senate Chamber. The 
galleries were densely filled, and the floor even mooh 
crowded. 

Senator Crittenden asked to be indulged in a few 
words. 

" ThiB/' [he add in the conne of his renuurks,] *< is to be the 
last day of our scMion here, sod the place which has known 
08 so long is to know us no more forerer as a Senate. The 
parting is a solemn one. This Chamber has been the scene of 
great eyents. Here questions relating to American Constita- 
tlonal law have been debated, and questions of peace and war 
decided. Questions of empire, too, have occupied the attention 
of those assembled in times past Tlus was the grand theatre 
upon which thcM things have been enacted. Great men haTe 
been actors here. The illustrious dead that have distinguished 
this body in times past naturally rise to our view on this inter- 
esting occasion. I speak only of what I have seen, and but 
partially of that, when I say that her«», within theM walls, I 
have seen men whose &me is not surpassed, and whose power, 
and ability and patriotism, are not eclipsed by anything of 
Grecian or of Roman name. I have seen Clay, Webster, and 
Calhoun, and Benton, and Leigh, and Wright, and Clayton 
(last though not least), mingle together in this body at one 
time, and unite their counsels for the benefit of their country. 
It seems that they have left their impreesion on theM Teiy 
walls, and this miyesUo dome seems almost to echo with the 
Toice of their eloquence. There are hosts of othen I might 
mention, but it would take too long. Their names are in no 
danger to be forgotten, nor their senrices unthought of or un« 
honored. Because we leaTe this Chamber we shall not leare 
behind us any sentiment of patriotism, any derotion to country 
which the illustrious exemplars that have gone before us hare 
set us. These, like our household gods, will be sacred with us 
and the representatiTes of the States of this mighty Unions 
16* 
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■ad will, I tnMt» ihrayi be fMind equal to the emergenciei of 
lay time thai auij oome upon oor coontry." 

Vio^Prestdent Breokenridge delivered a longad- 
dretiy reviewing the formation and history of the Oov- 
eminent* xie 



"The Senate has anemhled for the last time in this Cham- 
ber. Heneeforth it will be oonverted to other umb. Yet it 
miMt remain forerer conMcrated with great erents, and tacred 
to the memories of departed orators and statesmen, who here 
engaged in high debates, and shaped the policj of their coon- 
trjr. There sat Galhonn, (Me Senator, inflammable, austere, biit 
not OTerwhelmed by his deep sense of the importance of his 
pnblie ftinctions, seelting the truth, then fearlessly following it. 
There was Webster's seat ; he, too, erery inch a Senator. Con- 
idons of his own rest power, he reposed with confidence on 
hinisel( and, scorning the contriyances of smaller men, he stood 
among his peers all the greater for the simple dignity of his 
Senatorial demeanor. On the outer circle sat Heniy Clay, 
whose imperious and ardent nature, untamed by age, exhibited 
in the Soiate the same Tohement patriotism and appreciated 
eloquence that of yore electrified the House of RepresentaUyes 
and the country. All the States may point with gratified pride 
to the senrices in the Senate of their patriotic sons, among 
whom are the names of Adams, Hayne, Wright, Mason, Otis, 
Pindcney, and the rest, — I cannot number them, — who, in 
the record of their acts and utterances, appeal to their succes- 
sors to give the Union a destiny not unworthy of the past 
And now, Senators, we leare this memorable Chamber, bearing 
with us, unimpaired, the Constitution we received from our 
forefiUhen. Let us cherish it with gratefbl adcnowledgments 
to that Divine Power which controls the destinies of empires, 
and whoee goodness we adore. The day will be when this 
■tmctare will yield to the corroding tooth of time, and these 
■Mmorable walls must moulder into ruins, but the principles of 
Ooofltittttional liberty, guarded by wisdom and virtue, unlike 
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material dementa, do not decay. Lei wdercNitlj tnti, thai 
another Senate, in another age, ahall bear to a new and larger 
Chamber this Conatitotlon, Tigorooa and inviolate, and thai 
the last generation of posterity ahall witnem the ddiberationa 
of the representatiTes of the American Statea atilT nnited, praa- 
peroua and free." 

After this addreat, the Senate, preceded by their 
president, secretary, and sergeantpttt-arms, formed a 
procession and marched to the new chamber. 

The Bev. P. D. Ckirley delivered a prayer, when 
the Vice-President took his chair and called to order. 

Senator Seward rose and presented a memorial, and 
moved its reference, and the Senate resumed its regu- 
lar business. 

In the old chamber (now occupied by the Supreme 
Court) the want of gallery room was a very great de- 
fect, which is entirely remedied in the new, which 
affords .gallery room for one tliousand persons. 

On the removal to the new chamber, the galleries 
were crowded. 

The House had previously removed into their own 
new Hall, which is far preferable to the old, es])ecially 
for its acoustic arrangements, but lacks its grandeur 
and stately proportions. A good many memories also 
cluster around the " hall deserted ;" — it was the scene 
of many brilliant intellectual conflicts and patriotic 
demonstrations, and not unfrcquently, in the later days 
of its occupancy, was converted into on arena in which 
no classic gladiatorial combats delighted, but gross ]xa^ 
sonalities and fisticuff encounters disgusted the s^ieo- 
tators. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

mATR OF OOLOVBL BSKTOV — THS ATULHTIO TBLBOEAPH— > 
THB OABIVBT'S TALK UPOV THB SUBJMT— TBI Pmm- 
DBHT't AireWBE TO QUSBV TIOTOmiA'S MBMAOB — THB 
KILUHO OF FHIUF BAKTOV KST — THX FBTOB AVD FOT- 
TKE piFFlCULTT— "BOWIS-Kirnm, BABBABOUB WBAF- 
ONS " •^GOYBRVOB WALKBE AHD JUDOB BLACK— A CHAL- 
LB90B — miT OF THB FBUfCB OF WAUBi — OOBTBirAVaBi 
AlTD FLAira FOB AVITBZIVO CUBA, BTa 

ON the ninth of April, 18(M, Mr. Morris of Penn- 
sylvania, aaid he thought it proper that the Hooae 
ehoald now adjourn, to take notioe of a fitft in the 
history of the ooantry. A distingnished ex-member 
of the Senate of the United States, and one who had 
long enjoyed the confidence of the country, had, within 
the last few moments, departed this life, (of cancer in 
the stomach.) He hoped the motion to acyonm would 
prevail. 

Several members asked, ^ Who is it?'' 

Mr. Morris responded! ''The Hon. Thomas H. 
Benton.'^ 

The Speaker immediately announced the House 
adjourned. 

Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, said t— ''Colonel Benton 
handed me a letter this morning, with a request that if he 
should die any time soon, and any notice should be 
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taken in tlie House of hie dcatli, I should have it mod. 
I DOW ask tliot it be rend." 

The clerk read the lett«r as folJoirs : 

C Strebt, WAsmicOTOK, April 8, 1SS8. 
To f ou, u old TenocMee friendd, 1 xldrew myself to uty thml. 
In the event of my death here, I dcflirc that there Bhnll not ba 
any noticoof it in Cnngreu. Thcro Uno ruleof cither ilouM 
that nill authorize the annnuncement of my doth ; and If 
there were snch a rale, I should not wiih it to be applied in 
my case, >a being contrary to my feelings and conrictiona, long 
entertained, la ahown in a note to a apvech of Mr. Randolph 
' on the occoiion of the death of Mr, David Walker, pobliihed 
In the Abridgment of Debatn, volume vi. S66. The reqnert 
of Mr. WaliiFr, there recorded, and the remnrks of Ur. Ran- 
dolph, exprcw eutirely my nentimenta and cnnvictioaa. Should 
therefore any of my kind frienda, in either Houae, make il 
neccHiary to do an, I latmit lo yon to mnko known, by mean* 
of thia note, my exprcaa wiah and deaire that the event remain 
nnnoticcd In Congreas. Your old TenneiM« friend, 

Thomas II. Benton. 
To Samuei. Houston, Eeq., 

Senator in Ontgrtu/nm Iht Saie qf Ttxia, ourf 
Oeoroe W. Josbr, Dk]., 

JUpraadalivt la CoT^fat JTom Ttnnate, 

In the Senate, Mr. Po]k, of Missouri, said, he did 
not think it would be consoiinnt to the vishes of 
Colonel Benton, as expressed just before his dcntli, that 
Buy public demonstration should Ite nude in oonsft' 
-quence of his death ; but in order to give to each indi- 
vidual member of the Senate, as a citiecn, an opportu- 
nity of attending liis funeral, which was to take place 
on the 12tli of April, on his motion the Senate ad- 
journed. The funemi was largely attended by mem- 
bers of Congress and other prominent peraona. 



\ 



ISO 



ttBGOLLBCnOll or HEN 



On the 6th of AQgnot, 1858, Cjrriw W. Field »d- 
drened a telegram to Freflident Buchanan, dated HalU 
fax, the tenor of which is ehown from the reply of Mr. 
Buchanan, which is as follows ; 

Washikoton, Augiut Sth. 

Ht DBAxBlit:— Icongratnlitejroaiiith kII my heut on the 
mcccH of the gnM enterprlM with which jDur nanui ii honor- 
ably conneeUd. Under the ble««ing of Providence, I truit it 
may proTe iiutnimenUl in promoting perpplual peace mi 
friendahip between two kindred nitions. 1 hare not yet re- 
ceiTed the Queen'* «peech. Youn, respectfully, 

Jakes BvcHxnjta. 

The Queen's speech did afterward come, a part of it 
At least This was sent to Mr. Buchanan from the 
" New York Associated Press " office in this city. A 
short time after it was delivered to him, he requested 
Mr. ThonipMn, the Secretary of the Interior, to call at 
the office, and ascertain its authenticity. There were 
doubts on the subject, owing to what was considered 
bungled phraseology, or its inelegant diction ; but hav- 
ing been satisfied that Her Majesty had actually caused 
the memage in question to be telegraphed to the Pres- 
ident, the latter proceeded to frame a reply. He sent 
Jbr me, and I repaired to the White House, where I 
ibund all the members of the Cabinet talking over the 
nutter and specutating as to whether telegrams eould 
be sent by cable I 

Secretary Cobb, lying on a sofa, disbelieved every- 
thing of the kind ; but the majority of them were less 
bcreduloua. Mr. Buohanan asked a number of ques- 
tioDi, wanting to be earfom that the Queen had sent 
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him the message. He was properlj exeroised as to its 
truth, not wishing to show his gallantry in the absence 
of a proper invitation to do so; in other words, he was 
afraid of being "hoaxed." I satisfied him that he 
ran no risk in responding to the ladj. Then he showed 
me what he had written, and read it to me, placing a 
candle between the manoscript and his fiuse, in order 
to have more light than the gas afibrded. He then 
asked me how I liked it, and I replied in terms that 
pleased him. Mr. Appleton, the Assistant Secretary 
of State, was present, and to him Mr. Buchanan handed 
the manuscript to '' look over.'' Mr. Appleton struck 
out two lines of the message. Mr. Buchanan again read 
it, and finally he handed it to me, to be telegraphed to 
Her Majesty. '' It is yours," he said. " I Ml make a 
copy, and keep the original," I responded. " No, no," 
exclaimed Mr. Cobb ; " let the original be deposited 
in the public archives." I frankly told Mr. Cobb that 
I was a good custodian, and .would keep the document 
until the President should call for it. '' It is yours, 
sir," repeated Mr. Buchanan, and I carried away the 
document and filed a copy of it , 

Mr. Buchanan never called for the message. I kept 
it a longtime. It was of no use to me, and I gave it to 
a gentleman who has one of the finest collections of 
autographs in the country, and it now is safe in his 
custody, and treasured according to its value, perhaps 
beyond its actual worth. 

It was said by the late veteran editor of the "Na- 
Intelligeiicer"— Joseph Oales— at that time: 
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I erased matter which he had interpolated there. I 
erased no word which the re|K>rter had written upon 
his manuscript, but I felt myself authorized to erase 
an unwarrantable and impertinent intcijcction in the 
gentleman's own handwriting. He says that before 
he would have done that thing — erased that which 
somebody else hod put upon the manuscript — he 
would have his arm cut off*, and yet he could interject 
into the manuscript that which the reporter did not 
write down and report him to have said. [There was 
laughter from the licpublican side.] The gentleman 
says he stands by his language. I am very glad to 
hear it. I understand him then to give me the lib- 
erty of construing his remark as I please. I will put 
what oonstniction I please upon it, and whether or not 
he stands by it, the sequel will demonstrate. [Deri- 
sive laughter from the Republican side.] 

Mr. Potter. Let it demonstrate. Thus ended the 
dialogue in the House. 

Pryor sent Potter a note, asking him whether he 
would accept a challenge ; to which Potter replied he 
would inform him whenever a challenge should reach 
him. Pryor then sent a challenge. Potter replied, 
referring him to General Lauder to make the neces- 
sary arrangements. The latter informed the friend of 
Pryor, Colonel T. P. Cheeseman, that while Potter 
disclaimed allegiance to the code, he would fight Pryor 
in any place, in-doors or out, in the District, with 
bowie-knives. This was declined by Pryor, on the 
ground that the weapons were barbarous, inhuman, 
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and not used among gendemra. To ihiB, Lander re- 
plied that Potter detested the whole syetem of duelling 
as barbaroos and onohrietiany but, being called on to 
aooount f<Mr the exerdee of free speech on the floor of 
the House, he consented, not beiiig accustomed to the 
weapons of the duellist, to meet him in a way that 
would place them on equal terms; and to name the 
time and place. As bowie-knives were objected to by 
Pryor, Lander, without Potter's knowledge, tendered 
himself to Pryor, without restriction. This was also 
declined, on the ground that he had no quarrel with 
Lander. 

Pryor, on die day of the challenge, left Washington 
lor Alexandria, and was joined there by Messrs. Miles 
and Keitt, of South Carolina. 

While these things were in progress, it was difficult 
to command the attention of the House, so general 
were the fteling and interest on the subject, and there 
was, besides, much excitement in the city. 

The result was that both Pryor and Potter were re- 
quired to give bonds to keep the peace. 

Mr. John Covode introduced a resolution, which 
was adopted, providing for the appointment of a com- 
mittee to inquire into certain all<^^ corruptions and 
abuses on the part of officers of the Government, and 
as to the employment of money to carry elections. A 
large number of witnesses were examined, one of whom 
testified that he had a conversation with Hon. Jere- 
miah S. Black, a member of Mr. Buchanan's Oabinet, 
and that Judge Black said that Hon. Robert J. 
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Walker, who had been Governor of Kansas, had no 
such instructions as the hitter alleged from President 
Buchanan, respecting that Territory. 

This reported testimony having gained publicity, 
Mr. Walker sent, by Senator Brown, of Mississippi, a 
challenge to Judge BUick. Mr. Brown asked whether 
Judge Black would reply to it. The Judge said he 
did not know whether he would do so or not He 
then asked Jacob Thompson, of Mississippi, and 
Senator Gwin, of California, what he ought to do; 
and they said he ought to keep perfectly quiet. The 
Judge did so. Some time afterward, Mr. Tiiompson 
informed Jndge Black that he wanted a note from him 
to Mr. Brown on the subject. Mr. Thompson and 
President Buchanan dictated the note, which Jndge 
Black signed ; and it was sent to Mr. Brown through 
Mr. Thompson. 

The truth was, that the witness either did not testify 
truthfully, or was misrepresented ; and this was shown 
by the testimony of Judge Black and General Bow- 
man before the Committee. Gk)vernor Walker felt 
himself injured by the alleged conversation between 
the witness and Judge Black ; and acting from these 
feelings, had sent the challenge. 

It was a long time before Judge Black and Grovemor 

Walker met — it Mras on professional business — when 

Governor Walker said he was exceedingly sorry for 

their quarrel; and Jndge Block met him in a like 

friendly spirit The disagreement had grown out of a 

misapprehension, and left no sting behind. 
17» 
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III October, I860, the Prinoe of Wales visited the 
cit3r of Washington, and was, togedier with his suite, 
the gaest of the President of the United StiM^s. On 
the fourth of that month there was a grand reception 
in his honor, and thousands of persons availed tJiem- 
selves of tlie opportunity to see the rojal personage, 
and heir to the British throne. There was a pyrotechnic 
display at night on the President's grounds, which 
** his Majcsfy graciously witnessed t" 

On the 6th, at eleven in the morning, tlie Prince, 
accompanied by the President, Lord Lyons, Sir George 
Holland (the Queen's physician), the Heads of the De- 
partments, and their &milicB and others, in all about 
forty persons, visited Mount Vernon. The Marine 
JBand played a dirge at the tomb of Washington. 

By request of the Mount Vernon Association, the 
Prince planted, with but trifling formality, a young 
horw-chestnut-tree, to commemorate his visit to the 
place. The tree was planted on a mound, not far from 
the tomb. 

The Prince was the recipient of marked attentions 
everywhere. When he had visited other cities in the 
United States, he returned home. 

Jx>rd Lyons, by direction of her Majesty, communi- 
cated to President Buchanan her expressions of thanks 
for the kind and hospitable manner in which her son 
had been treated; and to this communication Mr. 
Buchanan made a graceful reply. 

Aaron V. Brown, tlie Postmaster-Oeneral, died 
about March, 1859, and was succeeded by Joseph Holt, 
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this he had no peraoniil evidenoe. General Narvaec, 
the Preaidefit of the Coancili was a bold, true man, 
and the aool of the Cabinet, yet he was difficolt to 
approach. Another difficulty was the influence of the 
Queen, who had great control over her daughter, and 
was feared hj the ministry, and he thought was decid- 
edly against the cession. It further appeared from 
the correspondence, that in Secretary Forsyth's instruc- 
tions to Minister Vail, in 1840, the latter was author- 
iaed to assure the Spanish Qovemment that in cose of 
any attempt from whatever quarter to wrest from her 
any portion of her territory of Cuba, she might surely 
depend upon the military and naval resources of the 
United States to aid her in preserving or recovering 
it. The assurances were again repeated by Washing- 
ton Irving, under instructions from Secretary Web- 
ster. With this guarantee for the safety of the island 
the Spanish Government rested in perfect security. 
All of these Ministers were satisfied, and so informed 
our Government, that Spain would not sanction a ces- 
sion of Cuba to the United States. 

Much opposition was mode by statesmen of that 
day to the measure ; Mr. Calhoun declaring that Cuba 
was '< forbidden fruit to the United StAtes.'' 

When Mr. Buchanan became President, he renewed 
the cession scheme, and asked Congress for an appro- 
priation of one hundred thousand dollars, with which 
to open negotiations. Congress, however, did not 
sanction the proposition. 

About that time the island ^as in a feverish condi- 
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tion, and it wu asoertaiiied that some of the leading 
men there were anxious for annexation. A Southern 
gentleman, whose name I have forgotten, came to 
Washington, with documents professing to have been 
written by Greneral Concha and other prominent men 
of the island, in furtherance of the scheme. He ex- 
hibited these to a Southern member of the Cabinet^ 
who informed me that the documents appeared to be 
'right enough, but that they had no signatures, which 
he accounted for by saying the Cubans were cautious 
not to compromise themselves by signing them. Apart 
from this, they were satisfactory. And the same 
member informed me that the hundred thousand 
dollars asked for by Mr. Buchanan were intended to 
be spent on the prominent Cubans to whom reference 
was made. Furthermore, as represented by the South- 
ern agent, the scheme was to declare the island of 
Cuba independent of Spain, erect it into a State, and 
then ask for its admission into the Union. Whatever 
truth or falsehood there was in the statement, it is 
certain that such representations were made to the 
member of the Cabinet I cannot say, for I am not 
aware that Mr. Buchanan knew anything of this 
scheme. I made inquiry of the S|)anish Minister 
'' near this government'' as to whether there was seri- 
ous disaffection in the island. He assured me there 
was not, but notwithstanding the denial, a short time 
ailerward the Captain-General was removed, and a 
fleet of war-vessels anchored off Havana. 
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Hnat BBOWH'S EAIO— THB PAKTICULAIS — Bit KXICUTTOK 

— morATomLAL ivmnoATioK ihtothx pacib— peebi- 

DmTIAL BUBOnOV — AVXIITT OP THE OABIHET TO HEAE 
TBE BmrLT— JEPPBB80K DATIt A PAL0E PEOPBBT — A 
•OBinB AT THE WHITE BOUSE— tAMVEL P. GLEV THEEE — 
Rn TELBOEAM — DI80UET OP THE PEB8IDEVT, ETC 

ON the 18th of October, 1859, the entire countfy was 
startled by the intelligenoe of John Brown's raid 
into Virginia. The facts, so far as can be recollected, 
are as follows i 

On Sunday night, the 17th of that month, John 
Brown and Captain J. E. Cook, with a party number- 
ing nineteen men, white and black, marched into the 
town of Harper's Terry ^ and took possession of the 
arsenal. They seijecd and imprisoned the watchman 
on duty, and also Colonel Washington and other citi* 
sens of the vicinity. The invaders established their 
quarters in the engine-house, where they kept all their 
prisoners. The news soon spread, exciting much alarm, 
especially in Virginia and the bordering counties of 
Maryland. Meantime, a party of United States ma- 
rines from Washington, and several militafy compa- 
nies, together with Gbvemor Wise, had arrived at the 
scene of action. The marines commenced an attack on 
the arsenal, for the purpose of dislodging Brown and 
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his men. The latter offered a stubborn resistanoe, fir- 
ing briskly from the portholes on the soldiers. Colo- 
nel Shutt approached with a flag of truoei and de- 
manded a surrender. After expostulating some time^ 
the invaders refused to surrender. The marines ad- 
vanced to the charge, and endeavored to break the door 
down with sledge-hammers ; but the door resisted all 
their efforts. A ladder was then used as a battering- 
ram, and the door gave way. The invaders fired 
briskly, and shot three men. The marines fired through 
the broken door, and in a few minutes resistance was 
at an end. The surviving invaders were brought out 
amid the most intense excitement, and it was with dif- 
ficulty some of the spectators were restrained from 
shooting them on the spot. 

With the exception of John Brown and three or four 
others, all the invaders were either killed or wounded 
in their attempt to escape, while several citiisens outside 
were shot down by the fire of Brown's men. 

Brown and liis surviving companions were tried at 
Charlcstown, Virginia, for their offence. 

Governor Wise had received numerous letters in- 
forming him of the existence of secret societies in vari- 
ous portions of Ohio and elsewhere, the members of 
which,- it was alleged, were bound by horrid oaths, not 
only to rescue Brown, but to take revenge on those who 
were instrumental in the conviction of himself and his 
associates, for their offence at Harper's Ferry. Qov- 
eruor Packer, of Pennsylvania, tendered him the ser- 
vices often thousand men, and ofiers of aid also reached 
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the Governor ftom Soath Cbfolina and other Southern 
Stitee. There was feverish ezdtement everywhere, for 
BO one knew the extent of the preparations for the re- 
ported invasion of the entire South, and the gathering 
of negroes to aid in the work of the emancipation of 
the slaves. 

Under these cireumstanoes, ample arrangements were 
made to guard against all danger, and troops in large 
number were concentrated near the scene of John 
Brown's late operations. 

Although the public propertj had been seised and 
the offence committed on United States soil, Plesident 
Buchanan, in behalf of the Qovemment, waived the 
right to try the invaders in a Federal court, and handed 
them over to the authorities of the State of Virginia. 

After John Brown had been convicted and sentenced 
to be hung, he wrote a letter to his wife, dated Charles- 
town prison, November SOth, 1859, in which he said : 

" I am waiting for the hoar of my jmblie murder, with great 
eomposare of mind, in the strong MAirance that in no other 
poMiUe way oonld I be med to tnch advantage to the cause of 
God and of humanity. I have no doubt, that our aerioaa dieaater 
will nltimatelj result in most glorious suooesses; so, my dear, 
shattered, broken fiunilj, be of good cheer, and beliere and 
trust in God with jour heart, and with all you have^ for He 
doeth aU things welL"* 

John Brown was hung on the 1st of December, 1859. 
Governor Wise ordered that no civilian be admitted 
within the military lines around the gallows.- But the 
reporters, with their usual enterprise, furnished full 
and graphic accounts of the execution to the press. 
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^n the first day of the Dcoember aeasion of Cod- 
iSy Senator Mason, of Virginia^ offered a resolu- 



rhat a Committee be appointed to inquire into the facts at- 
ing the late invasion and seizure of the armory and arse- 
>f the United States at Harper's Ferry, in Virginia, by a 
I of armed men, and report whether the same was attended 
rmed resistance to the authorities and public force of the 
«d States, and by the murder of any of the citizens of 
;inia, or of any troops sent there to protect the public pro- 
f ; whether such invasion and seizure was made undercolor 
ny organization intended to subvert the Government of 
of the States of the Union ; what was the character and 
nt of such organization ; and whether any citizens of the 
ed States, not present, were implicated therein, or acoes- 
thercto, by contribution of money, arms, munitions, or 
rwise ; what was the character and extent of the military 
pment in the handu, or under the control, of said armed 
1, and where and how and when the same was obtained and 
iported to the place so in radcd. — And that said Committee 
rt whether any and what legifllation may, in their opinion, 
ecessary, on the part of the United States, for the future 
nrvation of the pence of the country, or for the safety of 
mblic property ; and that the same Committee have power 
!nd for persons and papers." 

his occasioned a debate. Senator Tmmbull ex- 
8cd the hope that the investigation would be thor- 
\i and complete. He believed it would do good 
liaabusing the public mind in that portion of the 
on which felt most sensitive upon the Bubject, of 
idea that the outbreak at Harper's Ferry received 
countenance or support from any ' considerable 
iber of persons in any portion of this Union* No 
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nan who it not prepared to subvert the Comtitation, 
deBlroy the Oovemment, and resolve socie^ into its 
or^nal elements, ooold justify such an act He con- 
doded his speech by moving an amendment to extend 
the investigation to the &cts regarding the invasion, 
seixnre, and robbery, in December, 1855, of the Uni- 
ted States Arsenal at Liberty, Missouri, by a mob or 
body of armed men, and. report whether such seisure 
and robbery was attended by resistance to the autlior- 
ities of the United States, and followed by an invasion 
of the Territory of Kansas, and the plunder and mur- 
der of any of its inhabitants, or of any dtisen of the 
United States, by the persons who thus seised the 
arms and ammunition of the Government^ or others 
combined with them, etc. 

Mr. Mason (Ired up at Mr. Trumbull's amendment. 
He should like to know when that honorable Senator 
heard any *' shrieks *' from Virginia. He should like 
to know if that honorable Senator conceived he could 
be sustained by any, even of his constituents, in speak- 
ing in that manner of one of the States of the Union. 
'' Shrieks from Virginia I '' ''Sir,'' he continued, '' I 
do not know what sort of people, what sort of popu* 
lation are represented in the Senate of the United 
States by one who spoke there of shrieks from one of 
the States of this Union." 

Mr. Trumbull explained, he used the word ** shriek " 
as it was used in regard to the people of Kansas. The 
example which was followed at Harper's Ferry, was 
set in Missouri. In one case the object was to extend 
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slavery ; in the other, to extinguish it. In one esse, 
the persons engaged had been brought to the gallows 
and suffered for Uieir act ; in the other case, the men 
engaged had been rewarded with office. He thought 
the Harper's Ferry afihir owed its origin to the over- 
looking of the outrages which had occurred in the 
West, and to which honorable Senators |Niid very little 
attention at the time. Now he trusted they might get 
that attention wiiich tlic}* deserved, and that all might 
deal impartially and alike by all violaters of the law. 
whether their object was to introduce or extinguish 
slavery. He would stand by the Senator equally in 
maintaining the Constitution of his country and the con* 
stitutional rights of all, as well in Virginia as in Illinois. 
Mr. Hale remarked that it had been said upon 
pretty high authority, that there wns documentary 
evidence — a carpet-bag full of it — which, when it 
was laid before the country would produce a tremen- 
4I0US excitement, and convince the commnnity that 
men in high places and high station in this land were 
concerned in this affair. He wanted to see that carpet- 
bag turned inside out. If this* matter was to be 
pushed, — and he was ])erfectly willing to have it go 
on just as far as it might, — not only in reference to 
the particular acts which were the subject of investi- 
gation as proposed by the resolution, but to the ulti- 
mate results which were supposed to come out of this 
anti-slavery agitation, or rather this pro-slavery agita- 
tion, — for the agitation all came from that side,'- and 
he thought he might say that, ever since he had been 
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a member of that bodj, every time die actioo of that 
bod J had been invoked on this subject, it had not been 
bj those who are opposed to, hot by those who are in 
fiivor of slavery. 

Mr. Hunter, of Virginia, expressed his surprise at 
the manner in which the resolution offered hy his col- 
league hsd been received. He charged that Mr. 
Trumbull proposed to stifle inquiry, while Mr. Hale 
treated the subject with unbecoming levity. 

Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, was comparatively tem- 
perate in his views. ''The Senator from Illinois might 
have any committee he pleased for the purpose of in- 
vestigating the Liberty Arsenal afiair; but let the in- 
quiries be' separate. *' Jjct us,'' he said, '' not look 
back so far to stir up subjects of irritation, to increase 
the discord, to magnify the ill feeling that unfortu- 
nately already exists. In the case before us the object 
undeniably was to incite to insurrection the ignorant 
slaves who were peacefully living in the relation off 
domestics to their Southern masters. Apologetically, 
it would seem, for the crime thus described, we have 
had cited to us tlie language of the Declaration of In- 
dependence,— fniserable prostitution of the ideas of 
noble men announced in support of the noblest cause.'' 

Mr. Chandler said he believed this investigation, 
'' if fitirly and ably and honestly conducted, would show 
that if there was any political party in the United 
States responsible for the action of John Brown, it 
was the Democratic party, and that alone." 

Mr. Wilson, of Massachusetts, said : *' Tlie conduct 
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of Governor Wise throughout the whole affiiir, carried 
to the people of the oouutry the idea that he vanted 
to act a part, to create an excitement, to get up a panic, 
to arouee and alarm the people of the South, and to 
redeem his fallen fortunes. The Governor never aup- 
jMsed that the encampment of three thousand men at 
Charlcetown was required ; he clalcbed at the oppor- 
tunity to make a parade, to get up a bill of expeasen, 
nhich he hoped to pay out uf the national ti-easurf. 
He told us in 1856, that they " would hew their bright 
way through kit opposing legions," and the Charles- 
town tejegraphere said that " he had no sort of fear of 
ft rescue," that in reply to a gentleman he remarked he 
never had the least fear on the subject, but considered 
it the finest opportunity ever offered to put the State 
in military training. "lean now," he said, "teach my 
boya how to carry biscuits in their knapnacka and lo 
arrange bullets in their cartridge-boxes.'" 

Mr. Bigler, of Pennsylvania, called Mr. Iverwin, of 
Georgia, to acoonut for a portion of his remarks. 

Mr. Iveraon explained that he referred, when he 
Sjioke of the rottenness of a portion of the Democratic 
party, " to that portion of that party which, under the 
lead of Stephen A, Douglas, had denied to the Southern 
people their rights in the Territories of the Union." 

Mr. Bigler exclaimed : " Rottenness of the Demo- 
cratia party on the slavery question ! Sir, the Senator 
can hardly realiie the oflensivenees of the term. I 
know he does not intend to apply it to myself, but it 
n unjust when applied to any portion of the Demo- 
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cntio jAiiy. Whj, tir| thouaands of witn cawe will 
spring np in every Northern State, on every hilMop 
and in every valley, on every roetmm, and. on the 
comers of the streets, daily and hourly, oontradiettng 
every statement he has made. Tlie opposition of every 
shade oontradiot him. They call us doughfaces of 
the North, yielding constantly to Southern dictation 
and Southern aggressions.'' 

Mr. Johnson, of Tennessee, in his speech saidi 
*' There does seem to be providential interposition in 
the affiiir. Brown murdered Doyle and his two sons. 
Doyle left a widow and four helpless children. Justice 
seemed to be a little tardy, but it kept constantly in 
pursuit of its victim, and but a sliort time since the 
man who murdered Doyle and his two sons fell a 
victim with his two sons at Harper's Ferry. I do 
not say this was a stroke of Providence, but it was a 
singular coincidence. He whose hands were red, 
crimson with the blood of a fiither and two sons, fell 
a victim at Harper's Ferry with his own two sons. 
It seems thai Divine Providence intended it as a re- 
buke, an illustration that justice will not only over- 
take its victim, but will mete out justice in a similar 
manner." 

Mr. Wade, of Ohio, said in reply to Southern sena- 
tors : '' There is no way by whksh either one section 
or the other can get out of the Union; I do not say 
whether it is desirable or not There is no way by 
which it can be eflected, but least of all on the contin- 
gency that has been spoken of. Said the Senator ftom 
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Georgia, (Mr. Ivcrson,) if you wait antil a Bepublicon 
President is elected, jou will wait a day too late. 
Why do you not do it now, when I say again you 
have the government in your own hands. Why tell 
us tliat it is to be done when our man is elected ? I 
say to you, Mr. President, he would be but a sorry 
BepTiblican who, elected by the majority of the voters 
of the American people, and consequently backed by 
them, should fail to vindicate his right to the Presi- 
dential chair. He will do it I No man at the North 
is to be intimidated by these throats of dissolution 
that are thrown into our teeth daily ; and I ask Sena- 
tors on the other side, why do you do it ? I know 
not what motive you can have in preaching the disso- 
lution of the Union day by day. If you are going to 
do it, is it necessary to give us notice of it? There is 
no law that you should notify us that you ore going to 
dissolve the Union, [laughter,] and I should think 
it would be better to do it at once, and to do it with- 
out alarming our vigilance on the subject. It g^tes 
harshly on my ears ; and I say to gentlemen that if a 
Republican President shall be constitutionally elected 
to preside for the next four years over this people, my 
word for it, preside he will. Who will prevent him f 

The above is a mere glance at the irritating and ex- 
citing debate which continued some weeks. 

Mr. Trumbull's amendment was rejected »- 22 
against 32, and the resolution introduced by Mr. 
Mason was adopted unanimously. 

In June he made a report, concluding as follows i 
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''UpOB tlie whole leiliBoiiy, tliere can be no douU thai 
Browa'f pUu wm to eonunenee a wnrile war on the border of 
yiffiniay whidi he expected to extend, and which he believed 
hie meaaa and leeooroca were Mifllcient to extend thro6gh that 
Btate^ and thfoughoot the whole Booth. Upon being quee- 
tkmed iooo after his oaptnre, bj the Goremor of Yiif^ia, 
aa to his plana, he rather indignantly rep^ed the idea that it 
WM tn be limited to collecting and protecting the slaTes until 
they eonld be sent oat of the j9tate as ftigitiyes. On the con- 
trary, he rehemently insisted that his purpose was to retain 
them on the soil, to put arms in their hands, with which he 
came prorided for the purpose, and to use them as his soldieiy. 
The point chosen for the attack seems to hnve been selected 
fiom the twofold inducement of the security aflbrded the in- 
Taders by a mountain country, and the laige deposit of arms in 
the arsenal of the United States there situated. It resulted in 
the murder of three most respectable citisens of the State of 
Virginia without cause, and in the like murder of an unoilend- 
ing free negro. Of the military force brought against them, 
one marine was killed and one wounded, whilst eight of the 
militia and other forces of the neighborhood were wounded 
with more or less severity, in the several assaulti made by 
them. Of the list of ' Insurgenti ' given in Colonel Lee's re- 
port, (fourteen whites and five negroes,) Brown, Stevens, and 
Oopple, of the whites, with Shields, Oreen, and Copeland of the 
negroes, captured at the storming of the engine-house, were 
subsequently executed in Virginia, after Judicial trial, as were 
also John E. Cook and Albert Haslett, who at flrst escaped, 
but were captured in Pennsylvania and delivered up for trial 
to the authorities of Virginia, making in all seven thus ex- 
ecuted. It does not seem to have been very clearly ascertained 
how many of the party escaped. Brown stated that his party 
eonsisted of twenty-two in number. Seven were executed, ten 
were killed at the Ferry, thus leaving five to be accounted for. 
Four of these five^ it is believed, were left on the Maryland 
ride In charge of Uie anna whm Brown crossed the river, and 
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V i:i<ji rviift i^KB «i xnivir: 107 

p^MfA %r «|AK7 *;/ ZA0k *l 

»;X/tf *Y« *A wn/l M^m v» Im^/rt ui InrMioa by toe fcm of a 
fr/fA'.jirf. f^f^n^ m, A w> iimivri aa^ ^^ulir R^mbie to •■ 
fr<7ft^,/,ri r/7 '/fM rcikt^ '^ff ftwxhv,. vtill it wooid wcm tboi 
(^ir«i,', ittftp.^ uT IftVP. ^i^rciwd aod«r tiie wnetioa of ickBOvl- 
mJ/"'! \0i»%\*.\*m\ p^#v«rr, M th«re nusaoL Tlie inrMMO (to call 
It v'f; \rf lir*,wn «nd riU kAUfWtn at Harper's Fcrrr, vaa ia do 
rn-tm^, ut thai f;harafi^. It waa aimpljr.the act of lavlm mfl- 
uu; uwU-f K\t»i •anr.iion «>f no public or political antboritj — 
flUilri|rtjUhiiM« '/nlf from ordinarj felooiei bj the olterior 
#rr«<lii In fyfnt«;mplation bjr then, and \tf the fact that the 
mtiitf.y it, ma) ri tain tho eipcdition, and the larige annamcDt 
ilif-X hrounrlit with thfin, had been oontributod and fiimithcd 
hy thi f iti/i'ii« of othirr Htat4« of the Union, under drcom- 
Nifiriri-A (hut mimt r/inilnuA Ui Joopanl the safetj and peace of 
Ihr Hfiiithpm Htairti, and againiit which CongreM haa no power 
Ifi lrf(liiliit4i. irthn mnreral Btatei, whether from motlTes of policy 
fir a (Inil rn to \1rnmir9 the pMoe of the Union, if not from th^ 
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I«m1 fcnHm, do BOl Md It inonmbeBt on Umoi, tfUr the ex- 
p g fl gao of tlie canntrj, to guard !■ ibtnre, bj appropriate 
ligiikrtno^ agalMt oocDrrenees •imilar to the one hero inquired 
iato^ the Oonmittee can find no gnarantee eleewheitB for the 
•eewity of peaee between the States of the Union.— So fiur, 
howofof , ae the eafofy of the pablle property is inroWed, the 
OiMUBlttee woahl earnestly reeommend that provision should 
bt iMda by the Exeontire^ or, if neecerary, by law, to keep 
VBder adequate military guard the public armories and arse- 
aali of the United States, in some way afler the manner now 
practieed at the NaTy-Yard and forts." 

November 6, 1860. — ^Tlie election had taken place 
for Preaideiit and V ioe-Pnsiden v of the United Statea. 
The ultra Southemera oocupied an extreme poeition 
OB the skvery qaeation. The modermte Democrats of 
the North oould not anatain them. The |Nirty split, 
and the nltraists nominated Breckinridgei and the 
MOcferoJot Donglas. The Republican Convention nom- 
inated Lincoln, and the Constitntional Union men 
Bell, of Tennessee. The campaign was exciting and 
hard-foaght In the result, Lincoln received one hun- 
dred and eighty; Douglas, twelve ; Bell, thirty-nine; 
and Breckenridge, seventy-two electoral votes. The 
Bepublican candidate was consequently elected. The 
popular vote was: Lincoln, 1,866,452; Douglas, 
992,139; Breckenridge, 669,082; Fusion Democrat, in 
Connecticut, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, 
and Rhode Ishind, 563,741 ; Bell, 588,799. 

On the night of the election, Jefferson Davis, Jacob 
Thompson, and other members of Mr. Buchanan's Cab- 
inet, not satiafied with such returns as the President had 
received, proceeded to the ^ Constitution '' office,— the 
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editofi BrownEi as he was calledi having changed the 
name of the paper from the ''Union'' to the '' Consti- 
tution/' — and there sought for further election newa. 
I happened to be passing that locality at midnight 
They hailed me at the door, to learn the ''latest,*' 
but seemed to be disappointed with the vote Breck- 
inridge had reoeivedi acknowledged he had no chance, 
and immediately started for their respective homes. 
Jefferson Davis had previously declared in a public 
speechi delivered on the stents of Breckinridge's resi- 
denooi that the Democracy were certain to triumph with 
Breckenridge and Lane I 

On the morning of the 21st of November, entering 
the reception-room of President Buchanan, I there saw 
Senator Joe Lane, of Oregon, on a chair near the fire, 
while in front sat the President, in his slippers and 
morning-gown. He and Lane were engaged in ear- 
nest conversation, loud enough for the fifteen or twenty 
persons present to hear. It was not secret between 
them. Lane was insisting on " the rights of the South," 
and what the President ought to do to secure them. 
During this conversation, Sam. B. Olen, of the "New 
York Herald," came in, and wished for some informa- 
tion or facilities in aid of his professional business. 
Mr. Buchanan did not give him much encouragement. 
It was not his character to help the press. Samuel 
informed the President that the prospects were gloomy 
in the South, — he knew this from personal observa- 
tion, — he had made the circuit of that section. " How 
long ago?" asked the Prssident "A month/' Mr. 
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Oku replied. ^Oh,'' the President itid, ^we have 
kter news than that'' 

The Plwident did not ask Mr. Glen his name^ and 
perhaps had never before seen hinu Bat he heard 
from him the next night, in the follovring telegram, 
which appeared in the '* New York Herald : '' 

" WASHnroTOiTy Norember SSd. 

" In an inierrlew this sAeraoon between the President and 
some ardent seoenionists, Mr. Bnehanan took strong grounds 
against leosMion, withovit resorting first to oonciliatorj msa^ 
sores. He ooold not beliere that the mighty West woold per- 
mit the months of the Miaeissippi to be bold bj a foreign power, 
which both Louisiana and Arkansss would become, in case of 
their withdrawal from the Union. 'South Carolina,' he laid, 
'wishes to enter into a conflict with me — a conflict with my- 
self — and upon the drawing of the flrrt drop of blood, to drag 
other Southern States into the secession morement' The 
President did not intimate what be would do in that erent 
He admitted that the South had suflbred great wrongs at the 
hands of the North ; but the Federal compact was not to be 
broken up predpitsiely, and without reasoning and reflection. 
He would first appeal to the North for Jostles to the South, 
and if that was denied them, ' then,' said the President^ emphati- 
esllj, ' I am with theoa.' 

** All the reports leoeiTed bj the President from the Booth 
are of the gloomiest description. He says: 'I see no gleam of 
sunshine jtL* He denied that Mr. Keitt had anthoritjr for de- 
daring that he (Mr. Buchanan) was committed to the Seces- 
sionists ; sad hs also denied the dedaratlon of Mr. Yanc/ to 
the same efleek'' 

When Mr. Bnehanan saw this despatdi he was verjr 
mudi disgusted, and inquired and found out the name 
of tha enterprising oorrespondent The revelations 
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in this telegram troubled him not a little. I can at- 
test to the general conrectneas of ** Samuel's" statement 

President Buchanan, in his annual message of De- 
cember, 1860| announced, that, while our country was 
eminently prosperous in all material interests, the 
long-continued and intemperate interference of the 
Northern people with the question of slavery in the 
Southern States had at length produced its natural 
eflTects* He also asserted that no power was delegated 
by the framers of the Constitution to Congress or any 
other Department of the Federal Oovernment to coerce 
a State. On the contrary, it was expressly refused. 

Attorney-Gteneral Black had sustained this view of 
the President in an elaborate opinion, dated the 20th 
of November. He concluded it as follows : 

"The right of the Qeneral GoTerament to presenre itself in 
its whole conBtitutional Tigor hy repelling a direct and poeitlye 
aggreesion upon its property or its officen cannot be denied ; 
but this is a totally difibrent thing from an offensiTe war, to 
pnniBb the people for the political misdeods of their Btote goT« 
emment, or to preTsnt a threatened Tiolatlon of the Ck>n8tita- 
tion, or to enforce an acknowledgmenithattheOoTemmentof 
the United States is rapreme. The States are collesgaei of one 
another, and if some of them shall conquer the rest and hold 
them ss luljagated proTinoei, It would totally destroy the 
whole theory upon which th^ are now connected. If this 
view of the sulgect be correct, and I think it is, then the Union 
most utterly perish at the moment when Ck>ngre0S shall arm 
one part of the people agsinst another for any purpose beyond 
that of merely protecting the General GoTemmeot in the ex- 
erdse of its proper oonstitational ftmetions." 

Events in connection with secession began to thicken. 

10 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



TKE MEW tnUOV OF OOVOIIBBB— ▲ FnUBBEAVD THSOWIT 
AMOVO THB IfSMBBRS— '^THBHBLPXmBOOK,'* THE "DC- 

nonmra dim'*— the oeeat cxieiiet voe the bfbak- 

BBflHIP— JOmr B. BASKUr AlTD HORACE V. CLAEK — AE- 
OTREE FISTOL tOEEE— -AV EXOITED DEBATE BETWBEE 
■BEATOEE DOUOLAfly OEEBEy AHD JEFFBEaOE DAYU. 

THE first searion of the 36th CongraM — December 
7| 1859 — wa8| to say the least, stormj. John 
Brown had been hang, and the excitement growing 
oat of slavery was at its height 

James C, Alleni the Clerk of the last Hoose, called 
the members to order, when a vote was taken for 
Speaker. Thomas 8. Bocock, of Virginia, received 
86 votes; John Sherman , of OhiO| 66; Galosha A. 
OroW| of Pennsylvania, 43; Alexander B. Boteler, of 
Virginia, 14. Twelve others were voted for, receiving 
each, one or two votes. 

Mr. Clark, of Missouri, rose to give his views on 
the questions of the day, but met with much oppo- 
sition. He expressed the hope that gentlemen on the 
other side of the House (the Republicans) would bear 
with him and not get unhappy before he had had an 
opportunity to deliver his sentiments, and placed upon 
the political record of the country facts as to deeds 
which struck at the peace of the people of this Union, 

81ft 
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and at the perpetuity of the UnioD itself. No wonder 
they were onhappj and wanted to stop debate, when 
the oonstituents of members upon that floor had been 
incited by their representatives, and by their advioe, 
to instirreotion, to treason, to bloodshed, and to mur- 
der. He then offered the following resolution : 

" Whereai, certain mcmben of this Hoiue, now in nomina- 
tion for Speaker, (John Bherman and Oaluska A. Grow,) did 
indorae and recommend the book hereinafter mentioned, 

" Jleaolved, That the dootrinea and acntimenta of a certain 
book, called 'The Impending Griaia — how to meet it,' pur- 
porting to have been written by one Hinton B. Helper, are 
inaorrectionarj and hoatile to the domcBtio peace and tranquil- 
lity of the coontry, and that no member of thia Houae who haa 
Indoraed and recommended it^ or the Compend from it, ia fit to 
be Hpeaker of thia Honse.'' 

(Applause in the galleries, aooompanied with hissing.) 

Mr. Stevens, of Pennsylvania, rose to a question 
of order. It seemed to him that, in the present con* 
dition of the House, there were but two things in or- 
der — one was, a motion to adjourn, and the other, to 
proceed to a second vote. 

Mr. Palmer hoped the gentleman from Missouri 
would not be interrupted. If the negro was to be 
thrust upon them the first day of the Congress, let 
them go to work as speedily as possible, and put him 
out. 

Mr. Clark replied, the negro would not have been 
thrust into the House but for the action of that gentle- 
man's party ; nor would any occasion have arisen ex- 
cept for the advice which they gave to the country ; 
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but if gantleiiMn woald mtke themselves equal to the 
iiegro^ bj spring that the negro shall be free, ami 
equal in all things, at the polls and otherwise^ it was 
rather a strange sentiment for the gentleman now to 
wish to drive the negro out of the House de first daj 
of the session. He proceeded to demonstrate the un- 
lltness for the Speakership of certain gentlemen on the 
other side of the House, and caused to be read a circu- 
lar, signed bj sixtj-eight members of the House, and 
twenty-four other prominent persons, recommending 
the circulation of Helper's book. The7 said that 
Helper was a native of North Carolina, and it was 
believed that the testiroonj of a Southern man, bom 
and reared under the influence of slavery, would be 
more generally listened to and profoundly heeded, 
whether in the Slave or hi the iSree States, than an 
equally able and conclusive work written by a North- 
em man. 

Mr. Clark said, in the course of his speech : ** Are we 
to have these appeals made to the baser passions of 
our nature, and is tlie country to be crashed and 
degraded by having placed in die chair, filled by the 
great Clay and Winthrop, and other lights whose 
political science and intelligence have radiated over 
this whole Unioui a man who signed such an incendi- 
ary commendation? Do these gentlemen suppose 
that slaveholders, who have won the confidence of their 
constituents, and who have been sent here to assist in 
making laws and preserving the Constitution, and 
keeping the Oovemment, in fiMst, fed themselves 
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*' And fcr the pvrpoie of naldiig thk rawlatloB cAsctaal, 
thej fturtfiflr declare thel thej will not enppori for oflloe of 
TnM m i or Viee-Prerideot^ or of Senator or BepreMDtatiTe in 
OoofreH^ or aa neaiber of a Bute Legialatore, any man, of 
wbatorer party, wlio ia not known to be oppoaed to the dla- 
torbaaoe of the aettlement aforeaaid, and to the nsnewal, in anj 
fom, of agitation upon the anl^ject of ilaTery. 

"* Heniy Clay, Howell Ck>bb, C. a MorehMd, William Doer, 
Bobert L. Boae, H. a Foot» William 0. Dawaon, Jamea Brooka, 
Thomaa J. Bnak, Alexander H. Stephena, Jeremiah demena, 
Bobert Toomba, Jamei Oooper,M. P. Gentry, Thomaa O. Pratt, 
Henry W. Hilliard, William M. Owin, F. £. M'Lcan, Samoel 
Eliot, A. O. Watkina, Darid Outlaw, Alexander Evana, H. A« 
Bollaid, 0. H. Williama, T. a Haymond, J. FhiUipa Phosnix, 
A. H. Ebeppard, A. M. Schermerhom, Dayid Brack, J<^in B. 
Thnrman, Jamea L. Johnaon, D. A. Bokee, J. R Thompaon, 
Qeorge B. Andrewi, J. M. Andenon, W. P. Mangnm, John B. 
Kerr, Jeremiah Morton, J. P. Oaldwell, B. L Bowie, Edmnnd 
Deberry, £. C. OabelL Humphrey Marahall, and Allen F. 
Owen/" 

The preamble fiurther redted that the Demoomtio 
and Whig National Conventions in 1852 pledged 
themaelvee to the aame effect ; and concluded with the 
reaolation : 

"That, ftdly indoraing theie national aentimenti^ it ia the 
dttty of erery good dtiien of thia Union to reaiat aU attempta 
at renewing, in Oongrem or o«it of it, the Blarery agitation, un- 
der whaterer ahape and color the attmpt may be made.'' 

Mr. Waahbame, of IlIinoiBy movedi but the Honae 
refined to lay the whole anlject on the table — yeas 
116| nays 116. 

Mr. BarkadalCi of Mi«iflBippi| asked Mr. Gilmer if his 
resolution referred either direotlj or indirectly to the 
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not t w sp i gB on a right of a single Soathem citizen ; 
and I defy anj man to show anywhere a word that I 
have uttered, diat wonld lead to a different condosion. 
The signing of that paper, and the hook, every mem* 
her of the House can appreciate vrithont my saying a 
word aboat them/' 

Mr. Leake, of Virginia, wanted to know from Mr. 
Sherman, of Ohio, whom he called ''the candidate 
of the Abolition party in this hall,'' if he said he is 
opposed to any interference with the snlpeot of slavery 
ontside of the halls of Congress, as well as in them. 

Mr. Sherman. Allow me to say, once for all, (and 
I have said it ^ye times on this floor,) that I am op- 
posed to any interference, whatever, by the people of 
the Free States, with the relations of master and slave 
in the Slave States, (applause in the hall and galleries.) 

Mr. Stevens, of -Pennsylvania, said : I do not blame 
the gentlemen from the South for taking the course 
they do, although I deem it untimely and irregular, 
and although I deem it withholding from the public 
creditors, who are needing the means which we are 
bound as honest men to give them speedily ; nor do I 
blame them for the language of intimidation, for using 
this threat of rending Ood's creation from the turret 
to the foundation. (Laughter.) All this Is right in 
them, for they have tried it fifty times, and fifty times 
they have found weak and recreant tremblers in the 
North who have been aficoted by it, and who have 
acted from those intimidations. (Applause.) They are 
right, therefore, and I give them credit for repeating 
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with grave ooontenaooesi that which the7 have so often 
found to be effective when operating upon timid men. 

Mr. Crawford, of Georgia. Will jou keep down jour 
Union meetings at the North, and not deceive the 
South by pretending to respect our rights, whilst jou 
never intend to give us peace? (Shouts of ''Order I 
order 1 " ) 

Mr. Stevens. I am not to be provoked bj inter- 
ruptions. 

Mr. Crawford. I do not desire to provoke you ; 
but desire to say that you will have your Union meet- 
ings all over the NorUi. (Cries of ''Order I order I'') 

Mr. Stevens. I am not to be provoked by inter- 
ruptions. Interruptions have no effect on me. 

Mr. Crawford, (amid continued interruptions, and 
cries of " Order I '') I do not mean to interrupt the 
gentleman. My object is only to make a single re- 
mark, and it is, that I hope that the Black Republican 
party will not undertake to deceive the South by a 
pretended friendship for our Constitutional rights now, 
and when our apprehensions are gone, then renew 
their warfare on slavery. . • .* • All wo want is a 
square and manly avowal of your sentiments, that our 
people may not be deceived. Do this, and, my life 
upon it, you will see no cowardly shrinking upon our 
parts from the maintenance of every Constitutional 
right to which our people are entitled. 

Mr. Stevens. That is right That is the way that 
they frightened us before. (Applause.) Now you 
exactly what it is, and what it has always been. 
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During the above oolloqaj, memben from the 
beoolMS apon both sides orowded down into the aren, 
and there was for a time great oonfnsion and excite- 
ment in the hall. 

Mr* MorriSy of Pennsylvania, objected to Mr. Ste- 
vens' proceeding nntil gentlemen resumed their seats. 

The Clerk. Ckntlemen will please be seated. 

Mr. Stevens. This was a mere momentary breesei 
shr ; nothing else. (Laoghter.) I do not believe any* 
body meant anything by it If they did, I do not 
think their meaning reached this side of the House. 
As I said before, I do not wish to delay the organisa- 
tion of the House, for I wish its business to proceed. 
I therefore distinctly make the point of order that no 
bnsiness is in order until the House is organised, ex- 
cept balloting for Speaker and moving to adjourn, 
and upon that I call the previous question. 

Mr. John Cochrane, of New York. I move that 
this body do now adjourn, and upon that I demand the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. Oamett, of Virginia. I wish to give notice, for 
one — and I am sure I speak the sentiment of this part 
of the House — that this discussion shall not be stopped, 
and there is no power in this Assembly to stop it. 
(Applause in the galleries.) I speak the sentiments of 
gentlemen around me, when I say that this discussion 
must and shall be exhausted. (Renewed applause.) 

Mr. John Cochrane. I have made a motion to ad- 
journ. The motion to adjourn is not intended to cut 
off or arrest this debate. It having been launched, I 
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for one am willing to sail over this stormy sea. Let 
it go on to-morrow. 

The HouBs refused to «^o«ni. 

A seoond bftllot for Speaker wm Dot takw notU tiie 
7th of December. It reentted; for Shermui, 107; 
Booock, 88; Gilmer, 22; the "Amerioua" for tlM 
last named. Fonrteeo votes mn ooattered amoi^ 
odiers. 

Od the 8th the debate was rammed, iavolving the 
John Bronn raid, the aiaverj- question, and Helper's 
book. During the discDssion, Mr Corwin, of Ohio, 
said: "I had the pleesnra of introdndng myoolleagoe 
(Mr. Sherman) an a candidate for the office of Speaker. 
I know he was charged with indorsing diat book. X 
looked into 'Chitty on Bills,' to see how &i he mi^t ' 
be liable.. (Langhter.) I did not know but that I 
might be held liable as seoond indoner. (Benewed 
laughter.) Chitty tells ns about the liability of in- 
dorsers of bills of exchange, but does not touch upon 
the indorsement of books. You all know, that gen- 
tlemen who are honored with a sent in Congreea are 
supposed to have a remarkable taste for liteiKture, aod 
a gentleman handed me tliis book; but the book had 
little in it besides diy tables of statistics, and henoe I 
dismissed it without Ituowing anything about it. 

" Bad it related to polite literature, and not followed 
in the footsteps of Adam Smith, those gentlemm woidd 
have read it before they indorsed it. They did not, 
and so they did not know what they did. ' Father, 
forgive them, for they 'knew not what tbey did.' 
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(LAQghter.) • • • The doqaent goitleiiuui from Soath 
Ourolina (Mr. £eitt) who spoke with such ftrvid 
eloqaenoe jresterdaj, believee our Constitation, our 
temple of Ubertyy can be rent * from tnrret to fonnda- 
tion-stoney' to use his own lang^nage, bjr Helper's book, 
or any book. If it can be done that way, better go to 
work and pnil it down ourselves and go home. 

^ A very religious man and a great mleri in a period 
of great peril| was told that a Quaker had written a 
pamphlet against his Oovemment He asked: 'What 
does he say in it? ' 'He denounoes you for being a 
man of blood and war.' ' Very well/ said the great 
Protectori Mf my Oovemment cannot stand paper 
bullets, let it fidl.' 

'' Oliver Cromwell was a man who always ' looked to 
the Lord/ to use his own words; but nevertheless 
advised his people to ' keep their powder dry/ show- 
ing that| while he had great confidence in the great 
Ruler of the Universe, he had a certain confidence in 
'charcoal and saltpetrci when it was kept diy.' '' 

[It may here be repeated that the ''Americans'' con- 
centrated their strength, and sought to select a Speaker 
of their own political persuasion.] 

During a speech made by Mr. Etheridge, he said : 
'' If any gentlemen are resolved to keep up the disous- 
sion, I presume they may do so forever; but I can 
make the gratifying announcement that the Demooratio 
party is agreed to any proposition. This, Mr. Clerk, you 
will acknowledge is the greatest triumph that any gen- 
tleman upon tliis floor has yet achieved. This is the 
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first time, during the eefision, thst this body has been 
a unit I api)eal to the Bepublicsn party, to the Dem- 
ooratio party — ** 

Mr. Bouligny, of Louisiana. I should like my 
friend to tell me who he calls his friends. He says the 
Democratic party are his friendS| that the Republican 
party are his friends, and so he goes through all the 
parties here. 

Mr. Etheridge. I am glad the gentleman has asked 
me the question. I call every man my friend who 
wears an honest fiice, speaks the English language 
swears by the Holy Bible, and does not spell Consti- 
tution witli a K. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Bouligny. I hope ray friend has not left me 
out of his remarks, because I do not speak the English 
language. I do not, however, spell ''Constitution'' 
with a K, [Mr. Bouligny had a strong French ac- 
cent] 

Mr. Etheridge. The gentleman from Louisiana is 
embraced among my friends. 

A little colloquy between Mr. Florence, of Pennsyl- 
vania, and his colleague, Mr. St^ens, is as follows : 

Mr. Florence. I wish to ask my colleague a ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Stevens. I shall be glad to hear any questions 
from my friend from the Navy Yard. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Burnett I must object to further interruptions. 

Mr. Etheridge. The gentleman from Pennsylvania 

is a brief and pertinent man, and I will yield to him 

to ask his question. I hope there will be no objection, 
ao 
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Mr. Florenoe. Mj question is mathematical, one of 
ilgnrai ; and I put it to mj colleague, because I know 
he was once a schoolmaster. 

Mr. Stevens. Tes, I am proud to saj that I have 
taught several hopeful bojs. I wish I had taught 
jou too. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Florence. I am afraid I would have been an 
incorrigible pupil. Mj colleague seemed to speak in- 
telligentlj of the White House, and of the opinions of 
the President in reference to the organization of the 
House of Representatives. He f poke of the power of 
tlie Administration over the members on this side, who 
range themselves under the Democratic banner. I 
want to ask him a mathematical question. How is it 
possible, with even all the power of the Administration, 
that ninety-three, or eighty-nine, or ninety members 
can organise this House, when it takes one hundred 
and nineteen to elect a 8|)eaker? 

Mr. Stevens. Oh, I do not think those eighty-nine, 
or ninety, or ninety-three, ever will elect a Speaker. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. Florence. I submit the problem to him ; and 
if he can, mathematically, let him deduce the solution 
by which ninety men can organiae this House, when 
one hundred and nineteen votes are required to elect a 
Speaks. How is that possible, with all the power of 
the administration ? 

Mr. Stevena. If my friend and about five more 
would step out some day during the voting — get a 
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little Biok, or go oat to get something to eat, or adjt- 
thing — we oould then elect a Speaker. (Laagfater.) 
As to my intelligence of the White House afikiiSy the 
gentleman must remember that the President is iMie 
of my constituents. (Renewed laughter.) 

Mr. Florence. If tlie gentleman represents his 
other constituents no better tlian he does the Presideot, 
I have little hope for him. (Laughter.) 

The House, on tlie 25th of January, took the 35tli 
ballot for Speaker, which resulted : for Sherman, 105; 
Booock, 51; William N. H. Smith, (<< American,'') 
26. And on Uie 27th of that month, the 39th 
ballot, Mr. Smith received 112; Mr. Sherman, 106; 
Mr. Pennington, 1 ; the other votes were scattered. 
The Democrats joined their force with the ** Ameri- 
cans," for Smith. 

Before the 40th ballot was taken, Mr. Sherman 
said that eight weeks ago he was honored by the votes 
of a large plurality of his fellow-members, for the 
high office of Speakef. Since that time they had ad- 
hered to their choice with a fidelity that had won his 

a 

devotion and respect, and, as he believed, the appro- 
bation of their constituents. They had stood undis- 
mayed, amid threats of disunion and disorganication, 
conscious of the rectitude of their purposes ; warm in 
their attachment to the Constitution and Union, and 
obedient to the Rules of Order and the laws. They 
had been silent, firm, manly. On the other hand, they 
had seen their ancient adversaiy, and their only natu- 
ral adversary, reviving anew the fires of sectional dis- 
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cord, and broken into fragmento. Thejr had seen Bonw 
of them shielding thcntsclvcs behind a written combi- 
nation to prevent ihe mnjoritj of the Hoiid^ from 
prescribing rules for its orgnnixalion. They hod beard 
othera openly prononncc threats of disunion; procluim 
that if a Rcpublicon be duly elected President of the 
United States, they would tear down this fair fobrio 
of our rights and liberties, and break up the Union 
of these States. And now they liad seen their ancient 
adversary, broken, diB[>erMd, and disorganized, unite 
in supporting a gentleman, (Mr. Smith,) who was 
elected to Congress as on " American," in n|>€n, avowud 
opposition to the Dcniocrolio orgonimtion. Mr, Sher- 
Rinn said he should regret exceedingly, and believed 
it woald be a national ealaniity, to have any one who 
was a supporter, directly or indirectly, of the Admin- 
istration, or who owed it any allegiance, (kvor, or oflTcc- 
tioD, occupying a position of importance or promi- 
nence in the House. He would regard it aa a public 
calamity to have tlie ]>owcr of the House placed, di- 
rectly or indirectly, under the control of this Admin- 
istration. It seemed to him a fatal jmlicy to trust the 
power of the House to the control of gentlemen who 
had proclaimed that under any oircumstances, or in 
any event, they would dissolve the Union of the States. 
" For this reason," he said, " we woald be wanting in 
our duty to oar Ood and our country, if we did not 
avert such a result of this contest I regard it as the 
highest duty of patriotism to submei^ personal feel- 
ings, to sacrifioe all personal preferences, and all pri- 
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vnit' iiitcrralj^, to tlic good of our common conntiy. I 
eikid here a few da^ ago, and I always stood ia the 
position, that when I tKcamc convinced that any of 
my political friends or associates could receive further 
support outside of the Republican organixntion, I 
would retire from the field, and yield to him the honor 
of the position that the partiality of friends has as- 
signed me. I believe that that time has now arrived. 
I believe tliat a greater concentration can now he made 
I another gentleman, who, from the beginning, has 
[ acted with me." Mr. Siierman then formally with- 
amc OS a candidate. (There was suppressed 
I applause.) 

The House proceeded to the ■iOth ballot with the 

Ifollowing result; William Pennington, of New Jersey, 

^16; Mr. Smith, 113; and 6 scattering. The next 

■ials exhibite<l the same distributiou of figures. 

appeal was made to the few Democrats who liad 

■irown away their votra on other gentlemen, to change 

a for Mr. Smith, which they did, afler explanation, 

1 the effect, that although he acted with the " Amer- 

was not in sfhliatiun with Knownothings, 

n old-line Whig, and was far more prefer- 

|e than a Republican. 

:. Smith withdrew from the canvass in a graceful 

h. He was satisfied that the presentation of his 

c longer before this bovly would not contribute to 

csired success, or aeconl with the wishes of the 

lemen who hod so conlially and steadily sustained 

land be begged leave now, before another ballot 
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wt8 tekeiii to withdraw his nmroe, and to aaj that ho 
hoped the iiidicatioiis whioh were presenting themselves 
might be harbingers of retaming good-will am6ng all 
the States of this Confederacy ; that they might in the 
preservation of an intact and inviolate Constitution 
find a goarsntee of the rights of every part of our 
Confederaoyi and that our glorious and bleeeed Union 
might be perpetuated to the remotest period of time. 
(Applause on the floor and in the galleries.) 

Mr. Reagan, of Texas, said the elements of the 
House who stood opposed to the Ropublican party 
had tried a number of combinations for the purpose of 
securing for Speaker a man of national and conser- 
vative character. When the name of the gentleman 
from North Carolina (Mr. Smitli) was presented, al- 
though he difiered with the great body of the Demo- 
crats in his political opinions, yet satisfied that it was 
his purpose to maintain the Constitution and the in- 
t^rity of the Government, they agreed, without a 
dissenting voice, to give him tlieir support, with the 
sincere hope that they might succeed in securing his 
election. He concluded his remarks by saying ; ** I 
present the name of a gentleman whose record, as a 
member of this House in years post, is one of which 
any Democrat, in any part of this Union, might justly 
be proud — a gentleman who is capable of presiding 
with dignity, and of conducting successfully the bus- 
iness of the House in that Speaker's chair. I present 
the name of John A. MoClcrnand, of Illinois.'' 

Much debate of an explanatory diaracter between 
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Bcpnbliouis, Dcniocnls, aati-LwomptoD Demotnlif 
■"uid Ameriouw followed. 

Mr. Moorhnd, of Pennsjrlvuiu, said : " I riae, Mr, 
Clerk, for the purpose of congratulating this Honae - 
aud the country upon the fitot that we are now ready 
to prooeed to elect a Speaker of this House. And 
why? We were iufonued at an eorljr stage of tlifl 
■session, by the gentleman from Missouri, (Mr. Clark,) 
that a certain smoking-out process would have to ba 
gone through with before we could elect a Speaker. 
That has been gone thrmigh with this moruiug, aud 
ve are now ready to elect a Speaker." (Cries of " Call 
the roll I " from all sides of the House.) 

Mr. Clark. The gentleman from PcnneylranU ' 
■ays that at the beginning of this session I said there 
was to be a smoking-out process. I did make that 
assertion, and that gentleman now feels tlie effects of 
tliat process I have no doubL Sir, that resolution of 
mine has worked its effect, so far at tcnst, that it has 
smoked out before tlie American pi»ple the fact that 
an indorser of the Helper l>ook cannot be Speaker of 
this House. I want to tell an aiicnlote just here, 
which the gentleraao will enjoy, perhaps. I heard of 
a hunter once who went out turkey-hunting. He 
found a turkey roosting upon one of tlie highest trees 
of the furesL He fired, the turkey fell, and he started 
fur the purpose of catching him ; but the turkey got 
up and ran off witli a broken wing. The hunter pur- 
sued until be got tired, and ceased hie pursuit witli 
the exclamation, " There is one consolation ; you will 
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have to rooet lower the rest of your life/' (Laughter 
ud oriet of ''CaU the roll I'' «<Call the roll! '') 

Another ballot wts taken, with the reeult ? Pen- 
nington, 1 16 ; MeClemand, 9L The other votes were 

The remainder of the eenion was oonsumed in ex- 
planations. The next daj, amid much excttement, and 
after the ohanging of yotes, Mr. Pennington was — 
on the 44th ballot— elected Speaker. 

He reoeiyed 117 votes ; Mr. Riggs, anti-Leoompton 
Democrat, and Mr. Briggs, American, going over to 
his support; Mr. MoClemand, 85; Mr. Oilmer, 16, 
(of the Americans.) The other votes were scattered. 
There were numerous explanations of an excited char- 
acter. 

[Mr. Haskin, anti-Leoompton Democrat, had voted 
for Sherman and afterward for Pennington. When 
Henry Winter Davis, American, changed his vote for 
Pennington, there was considerable applause from the 
Republican seats^ followed bj mingled applause and 
hisses from the galleries.] 

The tellers reported the result of the ballot, where- 
upon the Clerk announced that William Pennington, 
a rq>resentative from the State of New Jersey, having 
received a majority of all the votes cast, was duly 
elected Speaker of the House of Representatives for 
the 36th Congress. 

The announcement was received with the waving 
of handkerohieft, and prolonged and enthusiastic 
cheering in the galleries and on the floor, accompanied 
by slight hisses. 




Mr.HiodflMa. iMioonier. Betifaponlcf 
Older it oade, I will spedt to tkmk poinl. (CHa of 
^orderf and grot eoofosioii.) I hav« a i%lil to 
be beard opoo tbe point of otder. Now, what poiat 
of Older hare joa raised T 

Mr. Adrian. That debate is oat of oider. 

Mr. Grow. Mj point of order ii, that a Speaker 
hai joit been elecied hj the Hooee, and that nntfl he 
hai been conducted to the chair, nothing is in order, 
nothing can be in order. 

The Clerk. The Clerk begs leave respectfullj to 
•iiggent to the gentleman from. Arkansas, that this 
House has just dechured a Speaker elect, and the first 
thing in order is to conduct that Speaker to the chair. 
The Clerk has no power further to preserve order. 
Until the Speaker has been conducted to the chair, the 
House is without an organ or any person having an- 
thority to entertain motions or questions of order. 

Mr. Hindman. All I proposed to say was, that a 
Black liepublican Speaker— (Shouts of ''order!'') 
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— hm been eleded by the votes of two memben of 
the Knoimothuig parfy. (Yebement ehouts of ** or- 
der I order T") 

The Clerk f^ppointod Meosre. Booock and Sherman 
a committee to conduct the Speaker eleot to the cliair ; 
which dutj was immediately performed by thoee 
gentlemen. 

The Speaker, on taking the chair, delivered an ad- 
dreos returning hie grateful acknowledgments for the 
distinguished honor conferred upon him. His friends 
would do him the justice to say that he had not souglit 
the position, as certainly he never desired it He 
concluded as follows: ''A representative from the 
State of New Jersey, upon whose soil so many brilliant 
achievements were accomplished in the Revolutionary 
War, and whose people have ever been distinguished 
for their devotion to the Constitution and the Union, 
I pray the great Arbiter of our destinies that I may 
do no act to impair the integrity of either; that by 
wise and prudent counsels, peace and order may yet 
reign in our midst, and our free institutions be perpet- 
uated to our descendants. I fed that I have a national 
heart, embracing all parts of our blessed Union.'' 

Mr. Phelps of Missouri, being the oldest consecu- 
tive member of the House, then administered the usual 
oath to support the Constitution of the United States, 
to the Speaker elect; after which the oath was ad- 
ministered by the Speaker to the members and dele- 
gsAes present 

The new Speaker was at once involved in trouble, 
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nunieroiia qocalioiis of ocder luiviiig ben nised. The 
House was In the utniost oonibskHi, twenty mflmben 
on the floor at the mmt time, ahoatiDg ''Mr. Speaker." 

In the course of a few days there was a better state 
of feeling, and the busineB proceeded with aa modi 
order as could be expected, considering the iMttemess 
of political parties. 

During the struggle for the speakership, there was 
a quarrel between Horace F. Clark, of New York, and 
John B. Haskin, of the same State. 

Mr. MqiRae, of Mississippi, was making a speech 
about a conference on the subject of the speakership. 

Mr. Haskin wished to ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. McRae replied : ** When I get through, then the 
gentleman can ask the question. 

Mr. Haskin. I desire to know if jour anti-Le- 
ooropton friend from New York (Mr. Clark) agreed 
to this proposition. 

Mr. McRoc I tell the gentleman when I get 
through, I will answer the question. 

Mr. Clark. I kopo the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi will not answer the question. I do not know 
that it is any of his (Ehskin's) business. 

Mr. McRoe continued his remarks; and when he 
finished them, 

Mr. Haskin said : The gentleman from Mississippi 
has refused to answer a question which I put, to know 
whether my colleague, who claims to be an anti-Le- 
compton Democrat, fiivored the proposition before this 
self-constituted Sabbath Conference Committee to vote 
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down the propoaitkm of the gentkaiaii firom Penn- 
gfhnam (Mr. Hickman) to correct the Jonmal. I 
want to know whether that had been approved .bjr mj 
colleague T 

Mr. McBae. I pot it to the aoiee of the Hooee, 
whether I was bonnd to answer. 

Mr. Hadcin^etill speaking in a load voMSCi said: The 
gentkman refiieed to answer. 

Mr. McBae repeated. I had no right to answer. 
I referred the gentleman to his ooUeagoe. 

Mr. Haskin. My colleagoe, sir, having imperti- 
nently said that it was none of my bosiness, I desire 
now to make an explanation personal to myself, and 
personal to that oollesgne, for the purpose of showing 
to the House and the country in what a drous-riding 
aspect that colleague stands in the House. (Loud and 
excited calls to order.) Now, sir, I desire to make a 
personal explanation (cries of ''Order! order 1'') for 
the purpose of satisfying the House — (continued calls 
to order from the Democratic side)— for the purpose of 
satisfying the House that my colleague, who claims to 
be an anti-Leoompton Democrat, has on this and on 
otlicr qucstioDS acted with — '' 

Mr. Barr, (amid much confusion and excitement) 
I call the gentleman to order, (cries of Order 1 order ! ") 
I call on the clerk to direct the Seigeant-at-arms to 
make gentlemen take their places. 

Many members had risen from their seats, and some 
rushed to the mab aisle^ where Mr. Haskin was 
standing. 

Mr. Keitt (elevating his vo^ce to the highest pitch) 
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The Sergcant-Bt-arn)s carried the nioce of the Honw 
of R«pree«ntativcfl through the hall, and compelled 
members to disperec to Iheir seats, 

Mr. Davidson deelrcd to say that if these things were 
to continue in tlie future, he must bring a double-bar- 
relled ehut-gun into the House with him. (Laughter.) 
Mr. Hnrria, of Mnrj-land. I am sorry to find thai 
my friend from Loutsiaua is disposed to make game 
of the HoUNc. (Ilencwed laughter.) 

He then deprecated tlicso diBturbonces. Memlwra 
should show by their conduct now that these tempo- 
rary uoitements oould bo quietod as speedily as they 
were raised, and they should determine tiiat never 
again would they |)crniit such a scene to be renewed 
upon this floor. (Applause in the galleries.) They all 
ought to be deoorousand dignified representatives of a 
great nation. (Applause in the galleries.) 

Mr. Clemens, of Virginia, said he ha<l witnessed here 
to-day what he trusted it might never be his fortune 
to witness again, whether in public of private life. 
Standing about four foot from the gentleman from New 
York — referring to J[r. Hoskiii — and when ho replied 
to the remark mode by bis oollcngue that " it was none 
of his busineas," and said that he had impertinently 
aaid something which he ought not to have said, he 
put his hand upon his breast, hie ooat buttoned by two 
brass buttons — (Loud cries of "Order! order!" all 
over the House.) 

Mr. Morris, of Illinois, thought the remarks of the 
gentleman from Virgiaia bod i tendency to add fuel 
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to the fire, aad to increoBe the exdtement and peraonal 
feeling which prevailed. He objected to them. (Cries 
of "Order! order!") 

Mr, Clemens said, the gentleman ought to be held 
politically responsible to his constituents, and he should 
<Io it. (Loud cries of " Order," — and great oonfusioa 
in the hall.) 

Mr. Iliukin cxiilained that his having the pistol 
vith him was an accident arising from the fact that he 
was out last night until twelve o'clock, and he lived 
in a neighborhood where uutrages hod been com- 
nittcil. Any gentleman of the other side, who asserted, 
if any would do so, that he eitiier drew, or attempted 
to draw, that pistol in the Houbc, asserted that which 
was not within the pale of truth. " God knoivs," he 
Said, " I would not, under any ciiTUmslniiccs, draw 
that pistol upon any in tills House, iitdess I was 
Unjustly assaulted, uiid had to do it in my own self- 
defence." 

Mr. Cliirk explainc<l. He said he understood his 
Colleague to address an in(]uiry to his friend from 
Alias LKsijipi, touching what was said on that occasion 
beyond tlio scope of the subjcct-niuttcr of their action, 
and the revelations wliicli gentlemen hod been pleased to 
make. He ought simply to have suggested to his col- 
l-eague the idea tliat he was wandering beyond the scope 
of the subject-matter before the House. He regretl«d 
that ho was thus led into an error, and mode this ex- 
planation to the House, and to his colleague. He also 
ftoknowledged that tlie renuirk mode by him, which 
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WM^ at IflMti onoourtly, led to the excitement of his 
colleague; therefinre he had to rmnark that he ought 
not to have used the langiuige he employed. 

The excitement i^tm tlius calmed. 

A ** breeie '' occurred in the Senate, between Messrs. 
Douglaa and (}reen, on the same day. They were talk- 
ing about the Kansas-Nebraska Act 

Mr. Ghreen said it was distinctly understood when 
that bill was passed, by the Senator from Illinois and 
otherSi that the question as to the power of Congress 
was to be determined by the court, and they all not 
only agreed to abide by the decision, but provided 
iSusilities fer bringing the question before the court; 
but — he asserted this in his presence this hour— 
neither he nor any other man pretended that if Con- 
gress did not have that power, the Territory could have 
it. Never in the history of this Gk>vemment, up to 
that time, had it been asserted. 

Mr. Douglas replied ; He always contended that the 
territorial legislature had this power. He did not 
go into the argument as to where they got it gener- 
ally, but whenever he expressed an opinion,- it was 
that it was recognixed by the Constitution of the United 
States in its amendments, as being reserved to the 
people. 

Mr* Ghreen. I mean exactly what I say, and he 
dare not controvert me. Neither he, nor any other 
man, ever contended that if Congress did not have this 
poweTi the Territory could have it 

Mr. Douglas. Mr. President, the word ''dare^' is 
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unncoeeeary in ibis body. It is anneoesaarj to bandj 
words. I dare assert the truth always. 

Mr. Green. But no more. 

Mr. Douglas. No, sir ; I trust the Senator from 
Missouri does not intimate that I would. 

Mr. Green. No, sir ; not at all. 

Mr. Douglas. I think I know what my opinions 
Are, and have been, as well as ho. I am willing that 
he shall make his assault, and that every other man 
who desires to do it shall make his, and when they 
get through, I will fire at the lump, and vindicate 
every word that I have said. I will not go into a 
controversy with each man separately, my health will 
not permit it ; but if there is a disposition to impeach 
my record, let them all get through with their im- 
peachments, and I will reply to the whole. 

Mr. Green. I say the Senator from Illinois may 
fire at'the lump whenever it suits his convenience; it 
makes no difference to me, and he will find not only 
a lump, but ho will find an individual who will meet 
him at Philippi. 

Mr. Douglas remarked, that, anything he had to 
say in future would 'be purely in self-defence ; but as 
he saw a disposition, as he thought, to " double teams'' 
on him, as they did last year, when a debate grew 
upi five or six to one, and as the state of his health 
did not enable him to take each one in turn, he simply 
saidi *' Gentlemen, when you get through with your 
lults on my record, or my political character, I 
21 • 
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will Ttp\y to you in general ; but I have mode no aa- 
Hmlt on any one." 

Mr.Oreen. That is exactly niyconditiun. Myhenlth 
iaworeethan that of the Senator from Illinois, for I am 
hardly able to Mt here in tny seat through the Hay ; but 
if he fires at the lump, he wilt Rod a Koluid for his 
Oliver. 

Mr. JeETerson Davis then took |>art in the debate. 
He thought the Senator from lUltiois magnified him- 
self when he suppooed that there was any combination 
•gainst him. As to hla firing at the lump, he ha<l 
better get through with one before he takes the lump. 

Mr. Douglas explained : 1 have no arraignment to 
make, in regard to theetatetnent of the Senator from 
Missiesippi that I overrate niytclf, I shall InHtitule no 
GomiwrJBon between him and me, or the modesty of 
my bearing and his in this bo<ly. The Senate and the 
country oould judge of our rcapective ttearing toward 
our brother Senators, 

There was Home movement toward a dnel between 
Dnnglu and Green. Notes had pamed, bnt friends 
intervened to prevent a hostile meeting. 
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THB EVSMTB OP DBOEMBER, 1800 ^ 8BCB08IOH nTAUOUEAT- 
BD — NEW GABINBT APPOlimfBim IH PLACE OP THB 
RBTIRI VG MEMDBBfl — PBACE CONTEKTIOH — OOMPBOMISB 
MBA8URB8— MR. UVOOLH FORMALLY AOCBPTi THB PRBS- 
lOENCT — 8TIRRIVG DEBATE ON THE TOLUHTBEB BILL 
—THE " IRRBPRB8BIBLB OOVPUCT"— CL08B OP THE 
MEMORABLE O0VGRE88,ETa 

THE following, among other events, had taken place 
in December, namely : Resignation of Howell 
Cobb, of G^rgia, as Secretary of the Treasury ; res- 
ignation of General Ca^s, as Secretary of State ; South 
Carolina jiassed an ordinance of secession; Major An- 
derson transferred the United States garrison of Fort 
Moultrie to Fort Sumter ; South Carolina authorities 
seized Fort Moultrie and other United States property; 
John B. Floyd, of Virginia, resigned as Secretary of 
War, owing to the refusal of the President to with- 
draw the Federal troops from the forts of Charleston ; 
and, on the 8th of January, Jacob Thomiison resigned 
his of&ce as Secretary of the Interior, on learning that 
the Star of the Wed had sailed from New York 
with troops and supplies for Fori Sumter. . 

In relation to the resignation of General Cass, Mr, 

Buchanan's official paper said i 
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"ToavoMatl tnlMOBitniction or miwlntcmrnt nrtlir fnr-n 
whkk cMMd tb« ercnt, we ban taken palna to wcertajii tlie 
tHMCUM. bkBottkatOesMalCMiUlkmdhMtlMPrt*- 
Mcst !■ Ngud to »af portioti of ibe late maMge. On tha 
gnat qaertkM of CMrdng a 8l«t« to mnala 1b tba Union 1^ . 
■ilhaiy lant, tkt Frgaldeiit and General Cm* were perieetly 
•alted in opinion. The dilHcnlt; rcee ttom tbe bet tbatOen- 
eral C*m Inebtcd that a oaTal and mllltarr Ibrce ifaniild be 
■ant ininiedlaMj to Cbarlmfm to relnlnroe the forts In the 
baibor. The Preeident wa* of opinion that Uiere wai no ne- 
eeaalty for any mch meaniTe, in order to aecnre the forti agalnat 
attack. TbU being the Pmldent'a oonrlction, he would not 
■anetloD a moTement which ini|[ht load to qnarrel and bloo4- 
■lied In tbe preaent exdled itaU of feeling in Bonth Carolina 
and other Bootbem State*, and at a time when eter; Mend «f 
tbe Union b niing hie bert eflbrt* to prorent lb dinolution, 
or If tbal be not p(aaibIe,toaTeTt the adoption of anjRicaiure 
which would render it* reeomtmetion hopolcM." 

Owiog to thcM Teeignationa, the PmiUent appointed 
Philip Frwik Thoniu, of Mniyluid, (who itob at the 
time Comminioner of Patento,) to the office of Secre- 
tory of the Trensiir; ; transferred Joseph Holt from 
the Poet-Offioe Department to the War Department ; 
appointed Horatio King Poatmoater-OeDeral ; and 
tronefenred Mr. Block from the Attomej-General'a of- 
fiee to the Btato Department, and E. M. Stuiton wu 
appointed Attomqr-General, Mr. Touoejr oontinaed to 
b« Secretory of the Jfvrj, and Momx Kelly, chief 
elerk of the Department of the Interior, acted u 8eo- 
retorjr of that Deportment. Mr. Thomait, not agreo- 
ing vith tlie Pmident*! policy, reeigned, and Oeneral 
Diz wot appointed SoorMwy of the Treamirjr In hie 
plwo. 
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I rccoUeot calling upon Mr. Holt after he had taken 
poescfBion of the War Department, and said to him: 
** Mr. Holt, I see that you have, for the first time in 
our history, hoisted tlie National flag over jour De- 
partment'' — ** Yes," he responded, *' I did not feel aa 
if I oould work for the country without the old flag 
flying over my head." 

In January, the following, among otlier events, oo» 
curred : Forts Pulaski and Jackson, Savannah, seixefl 
by order of Governor Brown, of Georgia ; the demand 
of South Carolina's Commissioners refused by the 
President of the United States ; a National Fast ob- 
served ; Fort Morgan, Mobile, seized by the authorities 
of Alabama ; the steamer Star of the Wed fired into by 
Rebel batteries ; Mississippi passed an Ordinance of 
Secession, and seized the United States Forts and pro- 
perty in that State the next day ; Alalmma passed an 
Onlinance of Secession ; Florida passed an Ordinance 
of Secession ; the forts and property at Pensaoola were 
seized by the Rebels, excepting only Fort Pickens, 
which was defended by Lieutenant Slemmer ; Georgia 
passed an Ordinance of Secession; the Mississippi, 
Alabama, and Florida Senators of the United States, 
resigned; Louisiana passed an Ordinance of Seces- 
sion, and seized revenue cutters and other property and 
moneys of the United States ; on the 1st of February, 
Texas passed an Ordinance of Secession ; the Louisiana 
delegation, with the exception of Mr. Bouligny, with- 
drew from the Congress of the United States ; on the 
9th of February, the Congress of the seceding States, 
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At Montgomery, Alabama, elected Jeffenon Davit 
Pretidenty and Alexander H. Stephens Yioe-PreBideni 
of the Confed^ate States of America.'^ On that same 
day, Tenn e ss ee voted against secession. On the 1st of 
March, General Twiggs, of Georgia, having surren-* 
dered and abandoned the United States property in 
Texas, was dismissed from the army as a traitor. 
Missouri voted against slBcession. Various representa- 
tives of the seceding States withdrew from Con- 
gress, thus severing their a*nnec*tion with "the 
agency." 

On the 10th of December, i860, the House of Rep- 
resentatives appointed a Committee of thirty-three on 
the state of the Union, who immediately proceeded to 
the consideration of the great questions affecting the 
National integrity. 

In the meantime, various propositions were offered 
and r^ected. Some of the members advocated the 
calling of a National Convention, with a view to ad- 
just sectional difficulties; others said they would favor 
a Convention when satisfied the present Constitution, 
as it was, could not be sustained. Toward the dose 
of February, Senator Crittenden's plan of compromise 
was voted down —yeas 80, nays 112. 

The Committee had reported two series of resolu- 
tions, and the question now occurred on ordering the 
first series to be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. Branch, of North Carolina, as the only mode 
of expressing his dissent from a certain portion of the 
resolutions in the series, moved to lay on the table the 
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one following, namely ; '* That it is the dutj of the 
Federal Gk>yerament to enforce the Federal laws, pro- 
tect the public property, and preserve the Union of 
these States.'' 

The Speaker decided that the gentleman could not 
select from the resolutions, which must be roted upoD 
as an entirety. 

The resolutions were then passed — yeas 136, nays 
63. 

The House next voted on the joint resolution reported 
from the Committee, but amended by the House, pro- 
posing to the legislatures of the several States the 
following amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, to be valid to all intents and purposes, as a part 
of the Constitution, wheu ratified by three fourths of 
the States. 

" No amendment shall be made to the Constitution which 
will authorize or give to Congress flower to abolish or interfere^ 
within any State, with the domestic institutions thereof in- 
cluding that of persons held to labor or senioe by the laws of 
said Bute." 

The vote on the passage of this joint resolution was 
yeas 133, nays 6]^. Two thirds voting in the affirma- 
tive, it was passed. 

The announcement was received with deafening and 
prolonged applause, both on the floor and in the gal- 
leries. 

The House also passed, yeas 92, nays 83, a bill sup- 
plemental to the Acts for the rendition of fugitives 
from labor. 

Mr. Washbume, of Illinois, rose to a question of 
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privi^ge. Tlie Comiiiittoe appomted to wait upon 
tiie Pratident and Yioe-PreBident of the United States 
eloetiand inform them of their election, had disoharged 
thai dut^i and directed him to submit a report, namely : 
Mr. Lincoln said, in reply to the Committre :- 

^Gentlemen : With deep gnUitiide to my ooantrjmen for 
this mark of their eonfldenee, with a distnist of my own ability 
to p gf form the required doty under the most fiiTorable circam- 
■taneeiy now rendered doubly diAcult by existing national 
perlb, yet with a Arm reliance on the etrength of our free 
goremment^ and the ultimate loyalty of the people to the juiit 
prindploi upon whieh it la founded and, aboTe all, an un- 
ihaken fidth In the Supreme Ruler of nations, I accept the 
trust. Be pleased to signify my acceptance to the respectiTe 
Houses of Congress.'' 

Mr. Hamlin aaid, in response to the Committee : 

"Gentlemen : You will please communicate to the respectlre 
Houses of Ckmgress my acceptance of the trust confided to me 
by a generous people. Anci while it is a position which I 
neither sought nor desired, I am truly gratoftil for the confl* 
dence reposed in me, and, deeply sensible of the obligations it 
Imposes, It shall be my earnest eflbrt to discharge my duty in 
that manner which shall subsenre the Interests of the whole 
country." 

On the 18th of February, 1861, Mr. Stanton, of 

Ohio, rose to a privileged question, and reported from 

the Committee on Military Affiiirs a bill providing 

that the President, in any case in which it may be 

lawful to use either the militia or the military and 

naval force of the United States, may accept tlie 

services of such volunteers as may oiTer their services 

as cavalry, infantry, or artillery, to continue in em* 

ployment until discharged. 
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A motion was made to reject the bill. 

Mr. Bocock said, if there be any hope of a restoratioD 
of peace, it must be in the defeat of the force bills. 
The Hoosc refused to reject the bill| 68 against 110. 
It went over. 

The next day Mr. Stanton, of Ohio, made a speech 
in support of that measure. 

Mr. Bocock, of Virginia, would tell the gentleman, 
as the Duke of Argyle told George the Third, that 
'' if you intend to convert this country into a great 
hunting-ground, give us an opportunity to lift up our 
voices, that our people may hear and prepare for the 
change. As the Duke of Argyle said to George the 
Third, when he proposed to make Scotland a great 
hunting-ground, so I say to him, that our people may 
be ready for the change." 

Mr. Stanton. If gentlemen intend to interpose fac- 
tious opposition to this bill, I must ask that the rules 
be enforced. Discussion is not in order. 

Mr. Hindman, of Arkansas. I am not only willing, 
but I desire, that the members upon the other side of 
the House shall force the bill tl^rough under the pre- 
vious question in whatever haste they may wish, so 
that the country may know their determination. 

Mr. Stanton. Let us have the previous question 
then. 

Mr. Boteler, of Virginia, had but a word to say. 
At every stage of the progress through the Committee 
on Military Affiurs of this most ill-timed, unwise, and 
iniquitous measure, he had warred against it; and only 
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this morning he took ooouion to warn the Chaimi«n 
of the Committee that he oould not devise a more 
efficient method by which to destroy the Union, than 
to persist in pressing it in this way, and at this par- 
ticalar time, throogh the House. 

The question was then taken on the motion to lay 
the bill upon the table. Before the rote was an- 
nounced, 

Mr. Cox, of Ohio, said : As this is a disunion 
measure, I vote to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. Hindman. It is with great reluctance that I 
vote for the motion to lay upon the table, recognising 
the measure as one of the best disunion propositions 
ever made in this Congress. 

Mr. Sickles, of New York. The people of the 
North will regard this as the substitution of coercion 
for justice, as the abandonment of conciliation for 
war. (Cries of " Order,") I vote aye. 

The House refused to lay the bill on the table — 
yeas 68, najrs 106. 

Mr. Stanton proposed to postpone the further con- 
sideration of the bill till the next day. 

During a debate on the naval appropriation bill, 
which intervened, Mr. Oamett, of Virginia, who had 
the floor, gave way to Mr. Anderson, of Kentucky, 
who said, in the course of tlie colloquy, ** I am still 
for the Union ; and I ask that gentleman whether he 
is or not?" 

Mr. Gamett. I am in &vor of the State of Vir- 
ginia seceding fW>m this Union at the earliest possible 
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moniGut (Oreat applause on the floor and in the 
galleries, mingled with hisses.) 

Mr. Barr, of New York. I hope order will be 
preserved here. If this occurs agaioi I shall ask that 
the galleries be cleared. 

Mr. Hindman. It is the first time there has been a 
patriotic demonstration here for two or three weeks* 

Mr. Barr. I think tlie gentleman himself has made 
a great many patriotic demonstrations. 

Mr. Hindman. I make one now for jour instruc- 
tion. 

The Chairman. The Chair would say that gentle- 
men upon tlie floor ought not to set the example of 
applause. 

Mr. John Young Brown, of Kentucky. My col- 
league says that he is for the Union. Will he sustain 
the incoming Administration in the event it commences 
a coercive policy against the States which have with- 
drawn? 

Mr. Anderson. If my colleague will res^K^nd to a 
question that I shall propound to him, I will then an- 
swer him. (Laughter, and cries of '* No Yankee.'' ) 
I desire to know if my colleague said the other day, 
[during the debate upon the bill of the gentleman from 
Indiana (Mr. Colfax) in reference to mail-sorvioe in 
the seceding States,] that a State has the right to se- 
cede? It has been reported that he said so; but the 
Louisville " Democrat '* says that he did not say it-. 
I ask my colleague now if he believes tliat a State has 
a right to secede? 
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Sevenl memben. Answer the quetiion. 

Mr. Anderson. I say I do not believe a State has. 
(Cries of ''That is no answer to the question." ) I 
am for the Union, the Constitution, and for the en- 
forcement of the laws, as long as I am a member of 
this Union. (Great applause in the galleries.) 

The Chairman. The Chair will order the galleries 
to be cleared if applause or disapproval is again man- 
ifosted. The Chair will arrest this whole debate. It 
is all out of onler. 

Mr. Leake, of Virginia. I demand that the galle- 
ries be cleared. (Cries of ** No, no!" ) 

Mr. Adrian. All except the ladies* gallery. 

Mr. John Cochrane. I think the galleries behave 
better than we do. 

Mr. Hiudman. So do I. 

Mr. Brown replied to his colleague: that as one of 
Kentucky's sons and representatives in this Congress, 
inspired by the spirit of her elevated love for what 
our fiithers gave us, he was now, as he always had been, 
for the Union ; a Union of equality, justice, fraternity, 
and amity between its members, wherein the rights 
and honor of his fellow-citizens would be preserved. 
• • • If an eflPort be made to coerce her sister Slave 
States, the moment that rings the echo of the first gun 
of that conflict over her hills and valleys, will find 
her unerring riflemen gathering for the rescue of the 
South, and in battle will she meet the forces of this 
Qovemment, which she is now doing most to preserve. 
Such an unholy, fratriddal and causeless war would 
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precipitate his State to the bosom of the Southern 
Confederacy ; and as she might be the last to join, 
once the partner of its fortunes, she would be the last 
to leave it, come weal or woe. 

The debate on the Militia Bill was resumed on the 
2l8t of February. 

Mr. Wm. A. Howard, of Michigan, made a speech 
in its support. He said : 

"The Conftituiion proTides that CoDgron shall call forth 
the militia to mipprwi inuirrection and repel inTauon, and to 
execute the laws of the Union. This i$ our dutg. And that 
is all that is proposed to be done, unless it may he necessary 
to execute that power of the GoTemment which is higher than 
all law, above all law, before all law — the power to preserve 
its own existence until it shall be dimolvod by the power which 
made it And protecting the public property is exercising this 
very right We need no legislation about that It becomes 
at once the question of the existence of the Republic, and the 
Republic is bound to exist until it is regularly dissolved ; not 
only for its own sake, but to discharge the high trust which 
has been placed in its handt by the people of the United States.*' 

Mr. Pryor, of Virginia, made a speech in which he 
said he knew — and no man on the other side of the 
House would dare gainsay the asseveration — that tlie 
Republican party were resolved never to rocognixe the 
independence of the seceding States; never to sur- 
render the dominion of the captured forts ; never to 
relinquish the Federal authority over any locality 
where it might have prevailed,— - in short, were re- 
solved to permit the South no other alternative than 
submission or snl^ugation. He dared proclaim to the 
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ooontiy that it was the poliojr of the dominant party 
and the incoming AdminiHtration to carry slaughter 
and the sword into the bosom of the Republic, sooner 
than to tolerate the independent existence of the 
Southern Ck>nfederaoy. The bill before the House 
was proof of their purpose. He concluded as fol- 
lows : '' Pass your bills of coercion. Pass them with 
whatever of indecent haste and aggravating circum- 
stance. Ck>llect the materials of war, so that when 
your leader descends upon the scene, he may draw the 
curtain from the bloody drama — so that when he as- 
sumes the reins of power, he may precipitate his le- 
gions into the bosom of the South. I do not say they 
will be 'welcomed with bloody hands to hospitable 
graves,' but this I will adventure, that the pebple of 
the South will not surrender their rights without a 
struggle; and that for whatsoever may be wrested 
from them by the grasp of superior force, they will in- 
demnify their posterity by bequeathing them the legacy 
of an unstained name." 

Mr. Curtis, of Iowa, replied. The gentleman who 
last addressed the House had disclosed his purpose. 
He commended him for his frankness. He had been 
surprised at the arguments of his predecessors, because 
they seemed to be addressed to the fears or the pr^u- 
dices of somebody. He did not see why they should 
address such arguments to their peers in this House. 
He thought, possibly^ they were intended for the gal* 
leriee. They cried '' War I '' They constantly dedared 
the purpose of the Republicans was coercion ; while 
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everything they <lid and said had a difTerent bearing. 
The gentleman (Pryor) hoped they would pass thia 
billy and had defiantly challenged them to pass it, m 
wijier thai U might arau9e the people of Virgima and 
the South. He did not address the reason of the 
House, but spoke to the conventions and assemblages 
of the South, which were prepared to take action 
against his own mother-country — our nursing mother 
who was assailed — alas I assailed by her own ungrate- 
ful and unnatural children. She had borne much and 
suiTered long. She had been assailed in the Execo- 
thre chambers. Traitors had been skulking behind 
Executive robes, and they had stabbed her in the Sen- 
ate Chamber. They had drawn their murderous 
weapons upon her, and stabbed her in her own na- 
tional halls. In tliis House, too, she had been assailed 
with the same ruthless, motricidal ferocity. With 
tears and anguish she api>caled in vain to her children, 
who, instead of clasping her in afTcction, come into 
this, hall and show their bloody daggers, reeking with 
the blood drawn from their own mother's bosom — 
from that bosom which sustained and nourished them 
— and vaunt the glory of their achievement I To say 
that we have not the constitutional |>ower to protect 
ourselves, is an absurdity ; and to say that we are go- 
ing to revolntionise ourselves, is to say that we are 
going to commit suicide, and conclude our career as a 
felo deee. 

Mr. Simms, of Kentucky, wished to ask the gen- 
tleman whether he and hia party, upon this floor, 
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wbofle iDftent and purpose agaiiral these seoeding States 
were so plain that the way&ring man, though a fool, 
oonid not be deceived in reference to their designs, 
ooald here, in this House, in broad daylight, and be- 
fore the world, be guiltj of the moral cowardice of 
skulking the logical effect of that policy and that in- 
tent which had thus far marked their every vote in 
the House? *' Sir," he said, '' a brave man may some- 
times OT, but he never seeks to shun the results of his 
own conduct, or the responsibilities that attach to his 
acts. If you mean war, have the manliness to avow 
It. If you mean peace, you cannot expect to oonvine^ 
the world that such is your purpose by calling around 
the Executive of the nation a million of armed men, 
to be supported out of the public treasury, and to 
obey his behest This is a war measure, not only 
road and desperate in its designs, but a measure in di- 
rect violation of the Constitution. I shall expect a 
frank answer from the gentleman. I shall ex|)ect him 
to meet boldly and manfully the logical consequences 
of the policy whicli he and his party are seeking, by 
this bill, and others now pending in this House, to 
inaugurate. 

Mr. Curtis rqilied: All this deolamntion against his 
party was gratuitous, and had no place in the gentle- 
man's interrogation but to lead him from his argu- 
ment In one sense he abhorred the doctrine of coer- 
ckm. He did not wish to see our armies marched 
into the Southern or Northern States, and our country- 
men subdued by Ibroe of arms. The gentleman knew 
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he had no oonoQAlments, and he had no right to in- 
pnte siniater motives to the Bepublkan aide of the 
House. This Government was never going to aabp- 
gale and degrade mankind anjwhere, bat it was going 
to secure to all who came within its influence the equal 
rights we enjoj. The object of the bill was to send 
our eagles to protect bur dtiaens, and shield them 
against revolutioui and against all the ills of anardiy, 
dvil war, and oppression. It was designed as a de- 
fence for all those who seek shelter under our flag, 
all who desire peaoe and protection under the Oonsti- 
tution and Laws. This bill was not intended to coerce 
Mverelgn 8tateS| as such ; but it was. intended to se- 
cure the execution of the laws, to maintain our com- 
mon government, to protect and shelter all dtiaens of 
all sections, wherever they were, and wherever they 
claimed protection under the stars and stripes. 

Mr.' Hughes, of Indiana, desired to ask the gentle- 
man whether he considered the seceding States in a 
state of insurrection. 

Mr. Curtis replied : Every open hostile act com- 
mitted against the laws of the. United States is, of 
conme, an act of rebellion against the laws, and so fiur 
insurrection. I am not talking about States, but 
about individuals who are in 'rebellion against the 
laws, wherever they may be, few or many. 

Mr. Hughes. Do you consider the seceding States 
in a state of insurrection ? 

Mr. Curtis replied, he regarded every man who 
was in arms against the Government as an enemy of 
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his ooontfy. The gcndemaii might nil it war. Ho 
Oilied it inrarrection and war, and be they manj or 
leW| ooonticB or atatiss, all who are in arms against the 
United States are in a state of insurrection. 

Mr. Hughes replied; This law, then, of courw, 
applies to the seceding States. 

Mr. Curtis. It applies to all who are in rebellion 
against the Government of the United.States. 

Mr. Burnett, of Kentuckj. We want to know what 
jrour objects are. Yon deal in generalities, but you 
will not come to the point. You talk about enforcing 
the laws and executing the lan'S. Now, as a frank 
man, I desire jou to tell us whether that is jour pur- 
pose, and that of the Republican party, or not 

Mr. Curtis. My purpose is to support the Consti- 
tution of the United States as it is, until some power 
shall be vested in me to do otherwise. I am sworn to 
support it, and God knows I have no desire to avoid 
that obligation. 

Mr. Burnett Do you hold that, in order to exe- 
cute the laws, it is necessary to reinforce the forts now 
in tlie possession of the Federal Government, and to 
recapture the property of the Federal Government, now 
in possession of the seceded States ? 

Mr. Curtis. Mr. Speaker, I am not going to say 
in an open hall, in a public assemblage, what will bo 
the duty of my country in the event of further de- 
velopment of aggressive war against us. I will not 
speak of measures that ought to be spoken of only in 
a secret session, if a purpose of that kind were enter* 
taincd. 
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Mr. Simms exclaimed, ^ Murder I ^ 

Mr. Cartis. No, sir ; murder oomes from the other 
side. The murderous acts are committed against this 
Government The murderers have been skulking be- 
hind Executive robes, in the Executive Chamber, and 
in the Senate of the United States ; and thej strike at 
tlieir own mother country, and vaunt their parricidal 
achievements. And when your mother-country comes 
with tears in her eyes, and, with supplicating hands, 
and a lacerated bosom, raises her voice or her hands to 
avert these disasters, and shield herself from further 
aflliciions, you clamor about war. 

The House failed to secure a vote on the bill, other 
business intervening. 

On the 1st of March, a motion was made to receive 
a communication from the Peace Conference, which, 
on that day, had agreed on proposals for compromise, 
and adjourned nne die, 

Mr. Bocock, of Virginia, said, as the Peace Confer- 
ence was called by his State, he would vote to receive 
the report ; hut unless the report, as it appeared in the 
pai^rs, could be amended, it could not receive his ap- 
proval. 

Mr. Sherman, of Ohio, would vote against suspend- 
ing the rules, because they had no time to consider the 
report 

Mr. Hind man, of Arkansas, would vote against sus- 
pending the rules, because he desired to defeat the 
proposition of the Peace Conference, believing it to be 
unworthy of the vote of any Southern man. 
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Mr, Gomrtt, nf Virginia, intended and doired to 
esprees his «bhorrcnee of this ioNidiooB propositioo, 
oont/eived in fraud, »nd bom of cowardira, by. giving 
m direct vote against it ; yet, from respect for the Con- 
vention, he was willing to receive it. 

Mr. M&ynard, of TenncMce, believed .the Peace pro- 
position was eminently wise and just. 

The Honse refused to itispend-the Rules — fl3 
against 67 — not two thirils. 

Mr. McClcrnand, of Illinois said, "This vote de- 
fwils the Rcimblican pony, and eonnds its death-kncU." 

Mr. Howard, of Michignn, mode a final report frora 
the8j>cc!al Committee of Five, in which they discussed 
the question of secession, and showed the unconstitn* 
tionality nf the whole proceeding. 

The remaining time of the session was occupied with 
other matters of public business. An adjournment 
tine die took place on the morning of the 4th of March. 

The closing scenes of the Senate were unusually 
interesting. On the 21et of February, resolutions re- 
ported hy the Select Committee were taken up, when 

&Ir. Wilson, of Massachusetts, opposed them, re- 
garding them as not intended to eneounige emancipa- 
tion, but to perpetuate slavery ; and niakitig an earnest 
speech against the efforts to disrupt the Government. 

The subsequent proceedings are epitomized as fol- 
lows!— 

Mr. Seward, of New York, who with Mr. Trumbull ■ 
constituted the minority of the Committee, submitted 
a substitute for tlie Critt«nden proposition, as follows i 
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Whereas, The LegUlatiirei of the 8Utei of KmtmAj^ New 
Jemey, and Illinoit, hare applied to OoogreM, to call a Oon* 
rentioD, proponing amcndmeoti to the GonatitBtkNi of tlio 
United States, therefore, 

"BeU retoived, de,. That the Legialatores of the other Btatea 
be inritod to take the salgect into eonsideratton, and to ezpresi 
their will on that 8ab{ect to Gdngress, in pnnnanca of the fifth 
Artide of the Constitution." 

Mr. Se^-ard said this joint resolution was one single, 
complete proposition. If tlicy should adopt it, they 
would simplj do this : they should submit these amend- 
ments to the people of the United States for their ac- 
ceptance, for the reason that tlie Peace Convention, as 
it was called, liad considered the subject, and thought 
it grave enough to solicit them to invest it with the 
legislative or congressional sanction, and so submit it 
to the legislatures and conventions of the States; 
but whenever they Imd made a single alteration in it, 
such ns was pro|>o6cd by the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. Hunter), it was not then the proposition of the 
States of '' Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Mas- 
sachusetts,'' or any other States ; but it was a recom- 
mendation of the Congress of the United States. The 
whole character was changed. The convention was 
swept out of existence in the history of Congress. 
The resolutions then adopted became the deliberate 
conviction of the miyority of the Congress of the 
United States, who substitute their own judgment, 
and their own wisdom, and their own will, for the 
wishes, the opinions, respectfully submitted to them 
by the representatives of those States, and take the 
responsibility of saying tliat tliis was what the Peace 
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CoDventioD ahould have rabmiUad, uMtoad of the 
proporition whidi it had sent there. 

Mr. Hunter, hi diecuflBing the propoeition •firom the 
Peace Cooference, said it woold put the Southern 
Ekatea in a fiir worse ponition than they then occupied 
under the present Constitution and the Dred Scott 
decision. 

Mr. Crittenden said, he should vote for the prop- 
osition of the Peace Conference to amend the Consti- 
tution, and there he would stand. He preferred this 
propositiou because he had no hope for his own. He 
hoped that the Senate, rather than see the eounUy fall 
into ruin, fall into dismcmbennent, limb from limb, 
and blood flowing at the plucking out of every limb, 
would supply the remedy which was proposed. It 
seemed to him proper and just. 

Mr. Mason, of Virginia, opposed the peace prop- 
osition — it would be obnoxious to die South. He 
4aid he had expressed himself " temperately and with- 
out heat'' 

Mr. Baker, of Oregon, concluded a speech by saying : 
'' Sir, there is other business to be done here besides 
the mere ordinary business of die Government ; besides 
the voting of supplies, and the raising of means with 
which to buy them. We liave questions here to-day, 
as I believe, of peace and war, and I have waited long 
to see some mode of their solution. I repeat, I go 
for this proposition, and agree to submit it to the vote 
of the people, not because I believe it to be the best 
that can be done, but because that to-day, being 
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Iwo dftys from the dose of thia Mxian, it u sll 
I GUI do. Mullen ntj people uk m^ on my ictom, 
'Bit, hkve not States gone outT' I will mf, 'T«b.' 
' Do not mors threaten it ? ' if that la the word, (I 
trust it is not the best one,) I waj, ' Tea.' The^ asy, 
'Sir, do you believe they will do it?' 'On my 
honor and on my consrience,' I say, 'if nometbing 
is not done, VRn I * They then oak, ' What have yoK 
done?' Mr. President, what have we done? I be- 
lieve that ia the qiioetJon the country will ask of as, 
•lid 1 for one will vote for thia proposition, that I 
may be able to respond." 

Mr. Green, of Missouri, said this proiMsition pre- 
sented by the Peace Conference, as it was called, was 
the merest twaddle — and lie used the term with entire 
respect to the members — the merest ttroddlo tliat ever 
was presented to a thinking people. There was no 
giiaraniee for slaver}-. 

Mr, Lane, of Oregon, said ; The resolutions pro- 
puecd by Mr. Crittenden were as low down aa lie could 
go. They did not secure to eveiy State that right 
they have under the Constitutioa ; but the resolution 
now bofors the Senate, to apeak modestly, as he looked 
St it, with all due n»]>ect to the great men who met 
here to oonsirler this matter, who deliberated for many 
days, and presented this as the result of their delibcr&- 
tlona, was a cheat, a deception, a liumhug — nothing 
that any State oould take as a final settlement of the 
queetions which were giving trouble to the conntiy, 
Botliing that could permanently settle theee difficulties. 
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" We must," he enid, " have somelliing more definite, 
something more certain, or (here oiit lie no union even 
of the Slates that now remain In the Union, <a I be- 
lieve." He referred to tlie withdrawal of ftevenil of 
the States, and declared (hat Virginia would slco go 
oat, if nothing were done, and join the great Sontlierti 
Confetlcraty. He argned ot length in fovor of the 
right of KecMion, and mid that the Rcpulilimn party 
voutd not let the slave Statca go into the Territories 
with their pmiwrtjr, and wojld not let the Soutliern 
StAtes stay in the Union, nor j'et allow them to go 
out, and concluded as follows : " I can onl; now re- 
peat, that neither the Senator from Tennctwcc, nor any 
other Senator, nor can any man, tell the truth and say 
that I have, hy any vote, word or act of mine, nt any 
time or on any ocraaion, refused prolretinn to all 
property alike in the Tcrritoriea. ■ . . With this re- 
mark I part with him, who, in imitation of Esan, seeks 
to sell his birthright." 

Mr, Johnson, of Tennessee, rose to reply, when Mr. 
fiigler, of I'cnneylvonia, said he had no desire to in- 
ter[>osc against a fair opportunity to respond on the 
part of the Senator from Tennessee, but he thought if 
it would be agreeable to him, it would bo important 
to tlio Senate and the country to know precisely what 
position they were to occupy on this greot question. 
How, a single Bcnalor hail it Jn his power to prevent 
the Anal passage of any one of the propositions pend- 
ing beiore the Senate. If that was the determination, 
the Senator from TennesMe might talk as long w he 
saw prr^ier to do so. 



AVD THIUGS AT WABUUUmiJI. 



Mr. Johnson replied, eo 6r as he was eooeemed, it 
was his intention to occupy the attention of the Semfte 
but ibr a veiy short ti me. He would not do so did he 
not feel that it was a du^to himself and a duty to his 
country. (Cries of « Go on.'0 He asked. « Why b it 
that no one in the Senate, or out of it, who m ihjmvr 
of the Union of these States, has made an attadc upon 
me? Why has it been left to those who have taken 
both open and secret ground in violation of the Con- 
stitution, tot the disruption of the OovemmeatT Why 
has there been a concerted attack upon me fiom the 
beginning of this discussion to the present moment^ 
not even confined to the ordinary courtesies of debato 
and of senatorial decorum ? It is a question whrah 
lifts itself above personalitios. I care not firom what 
direction the Senator comes who indulges in such per- 
sonalities toward me s in that, I feel tliat I am above 
him, and that he is my inferior.'' (Applause in tho 
galleries.) 

The presiding ofRcer (Mr. Polk, of Missouri) rapped 
with his mallet, and said that if disturbance should be 
repeated in the galleries, they mu^t bo cleared. 

Mr. Doolittle remarked, that when applause was 
given on the expression of Union sentiments, in which 
he concurred, he desired that the order should be en- 
forced, and there could then be no exception taken, if 
th^ enforced the rules when applause might be given 
for any other sentiments uttered on the floor. 

Mr. Johnson raumed. ''Why,'' he asked, ''abandon 
the great issues before the country, and go into per- 
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•ond allosioM and peraonal attacks? Cowper has 
weUsaid. 



'A tnilj iensible, well-bred man 
Will not Immlt me, and no other can/ 

Bot there are men who talk about cowards, courage, 
and all that description of thing; and in this connec- 
tion I want to saj, not boastingly, with no anger in 
mj bosom, that these two eyes of mine never looked 
upon anything in the shape of mortal man that this 
heart feared. Sir, have we reached a point at which 
we cannot talk about treason ? Our forefathers talked 
about it ; they spoke of it in the Constitution of the 
oountry, they have defined what treason is; — is it an 
oflTenco, is it a crime, is it an insult to recite the Con- 
stitution that was made by Washington and his com- 
patriots? What does the Constitution say? ^Trea- 
son against the United States shall consist only in 
levying war against them, or in adhering to their ene- 
mies, giving them aid and comfort' There it is de- 
fined clearly that treason shall consist only in levying 
war against the United States, and adhering to and 
giving aid and comfort to their enemies. Who is it 
that has been engaged in conspiracies ? Who is it that 
has been enn^aged in making war upon the United 
States? Who is it that has fired upon our flag? 
Who is it that has given instructions to take our arse- 
nals, to take our forts, to take our dockyards, to take 
the public property? In the language of the Consti- 
tution of ilie United States, are not those who have 
been engaged in it guilty of treason ? We make a 
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fair issue. Show me who has been engaged in these 
conspiracies, who has fired upon our flag, has given 
instructions to take our forts and our custom-hooseSy 
our arsenals and our dockjacds, and I will show jou a 
traitor. (Applause in the galleries.) 

The presiding officer gave orders to the Sergeant-at 
arms to immediately clear the galleries on the right 
of the Chair. 

Mr. Douglas suggested, as that was not a very loud 
noise, the order for this time he dispensed with. 

The presiding officer said he would not dispense 
with it except by a vote of the Senate. 

Some debate took place on this motion, when Mr. 
Johnson expressed the hope that the execution of the 
order would be sus|>ended, and he would go security 
for the galleries that they would not applaud any more. 

Mr. Lane said he hoped the gentlemen in the gal- 
leries would be permitted to remain, and applaud as 
much as they pleased. It did not make any difference 
to him, for he was standing up for the right. 

Mr. Hale, of New Hampshire, said those in the 
galleries were probably new-c9mcrs, aud got their 
ideas of the Senate from the newspapers. He thought 
it were better to excuse them. The discussion lasted 
for nearly an hour; several motions were made 
and withdrawn ; and, at last, Mr. Douglas withdrew 
the one which he had offered, it being considered out 
of order. 

The Chair then suspended the order to clear the 
galleries. 
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Mr. Johnaon reaiimeH, " I wbb going on to remark, 
in reference to a general allusion to treason, that if 
individaals were poiaied out to me who nere, engaged 
in nightly oonspimcies, in secret conclaves, and issuing 
orders direcUng the capture of our forts and the tiik> 
ing of onr oustbm -houses, I would show who were 
the traitors : and that being done, the persons pointed 
out coming within the purview and aoopc of the Con- 
stitution, which I have read, were I President of the 
United States, I would do as Thomas Jeflcrson did, in 
1806, with Aaron Burr. I wonid have them arrested, 
und if convicted, within the meaning and scope of the 
Constitution, by the Eternal God I I would execute 
them. Sir, treason must be punished. Its enormity, 
and the extent and depth of the offrnce, must be made 
known. The time in not diKtant, if thix Government 
is preserved, its Constitution obeyed, and its laws ex- 
ecuted in every department, when something of thia 
kind roust be done." He further snld : " The Senator 
from Oregon (Mr. Lane) is more Southern than the 
South itself. He has taken under his wing of pro* 
tection the peculiar guardianship of the Southern 
States, and his every utterance is upon the equality of 
tlie States, their rights in the Union, or their inde- 
pendence out of it. I think Dr. Johnson advised 
that when a man comes to your house, and makes 
great professions of his purity, his uprightness of pnr> 
pose, his exalted oharaoter, of being &r abovn suspi- 
don and imputation, if you have any silverware, hide 
iL When Northern Mnotors and Northern gentlemen 
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moke greater professiODSof devotion to our instituUotw 
than we do ourselves, our sutipiciona are Bpmewhat ex- 
cited." In conclusion he snid : " The serpent's wile and 
tlie serpent's wickedness, in the garden of Kden, first 
stalled secession ; and now, secession brougtit obout a 
return of the serpent. The |>copte of the country ought 
to be aroused to this condition of things; ihcy ought to 
buoklo on their Brnior,and, as Tennessee has (ione,(God 
bless her I) by the exercise of the elective fmncitwe, by 
going to the ballot-box under a ne« set of leaders, they 
will repudiate and put down those men who have 
carried these States out, and usurped s government 
over their heads. I trust ia God that the old flag 
of the Union will never be struck; I ho|)e it may 
long wave, and that we may long hear the national air 
sung,— 

' Thfl Stir-Sponglcd Burner, oh, long may it wbvb 
O'er tlie Ikiid at the fnw and the home of the brave.' 

Long nmy we hear old Hail Columbia, that good 
old national air, played on all our martial instruments! 
Long may we hear, and never repudiate, the old tune of 
Yankee Dootllel Loug may wave that gallant old 
flag which went through the Revolution, and which 
was borne by Tennessee and Kentucky at the battle 
of New Orleans, — upon that soil the right to navigate 
the Missimippi near which they are now dcnie<l, — upon 
tliat bloody field the stars and stripes waved in 
triumph ; and, in the language of another, tlie God- 
dess of Liberty hovered around when 'the rocket's 
red glare,' went forth, indicating that the battle was 
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ngiiig, and wBtehed the i»ue, when the conflict grew 
fierce, and the i«eue wu doubtful ; but when at length 
victory perched U]Mn your ators and jour stripee, it 
woB then on the plains of New Orleans tliat the God- 
dess of Ltbertj made her loftiest flight, and proclaimed 
victory in strains of exultation. Will Tenncmce ever 
desert the grave of him who bore it in triumph, or 
deuert the flag that he wavc<l with Bucoees? No I We 
were in the Union before some of these States were 
spoken into existence ; and we intend to remain in, and 
inetst upon — as we have the confident belief we shall 
get — all our oonatitutional rights and protection in 
thu Union, and under the Constitution of the country." 

Ae Mr. Johnson concluded, applause again broke 
forth from the galleries. 

The presiding officer (Mr. Fitch in the chair) nid, 
it would become the unplcanant but imjiemtive duty 
of the Chair to clear the galleries. 

Mr. Johnson. I have rlone 

The entire audience rose. The applause was re- 
newed, and was louder and more general than before. 
Hisses were succeeded by applause, and clicers were 
given and reiterated, with three more cheers for Johnson 
tnd the Union. 

The presiding officer said i The Serges nt-at-arnis 
will immediately clear the galleries, and the order 
irill not be rescinded. 

As the aesistants of the Sergeant-at-arms proceeded 
to execute the order, many of the spectators hissed and 
ulapped their hands, stamped their feet, and indulged 
in other expressions of feeling. 
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The presiding offioer etid: The BergmoMb^titam 
will amst every man he een find who is goiltyof this 
disorderly conduct ; and after the galleries are deaied| 
the doors will be looked. 

Mr. Kennedy. I should like to know if it is in 
order to move that the doors be looked. 

Mr. Wilson. I hope the eastern (the ladies^ gall«i7 
will also be cleared. 

The presiding oflBcer. The order is general; all 
will be cleared. 

After an interval of ten minutes, during which 
the gentlemen's gallery had been cleared| many speota- 
tors still remained in the ladies' gallery. 

Mr. Pugh wanted to know if the Sergeant-at-arms 
had exeuuted the order of the Senate. 

The Chair hoped that Senators would preserve order 
on the floor while the galleries were being cleared. 

Theonler having been executed by clearing the 
galleries and locking the doors leading to them, the 
presiding oificer announced that the business of the 
Senate would be proceeded with. 

Mr. Crittenden thought the circumstances which 
surrounded them required a meeting on the next dayt 
Sunday as it was. He accordingly made a motion to 
adjourn till Sunday, at eleven o'clock. 

Mr. Trumbull, to save the scruples of some gentlc- 
meui suggested an ac|joumment until seven o'clock 
Sunday evening. 

Mr. Bice suggested that proper officers be stationed 
at the doors, and no more persons admitted than could 
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be oomrortably seated ; and then the disturben of the 
{>eflce oould be pointed out 

Mr. Kennedy ohonld like, for the residue of the 
seaaion, to have the doors of the gAllcries locked. He 
thought the insult just offered to the dignity of the 
body had bccu the most glaring insult ever offered to 
the dignity of the 8cnote since the Government had 
been fbrnicd. 

Mr. Folic did not see the neceasity for a Sunday 
session. For one he would not come here, unless it 
were a matter of overruling necessity. 

After dobate on the subject of adjournment, Mr. 
King said: "I think there is uo business that we need 
do to-morrow. I voted against the second reading 
of tlie resolution referred to by the Senator, and I 
shall vote ogoinst the third rcodinf;;, but I do not look 
ui>on these little matters as things calculated to save 
this Union." 

Iblr. Crittenden. Very " little matters I " very small 
matters, Mr. President I 

Mr. King. The Union rests in the affections and 
the hearts of the i>eople. That is its socurity. I will 
not violate the Sabbath. 

Mr. Crittenden. " Violate the Sabbath I " You are 
keeping the Sabbath holy, holier than you have kept 
uiy day in the week, by serving your country on that 
day, endeavoring to save it from bloodshed and ruin. 
(Applause.) 

Further proceedings took place, when the motion 
of Mr. Crittonden wu voted down. 
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Mr. Bigler had oflkred m iwolutioDi that the tweotf « 
sixth rule of the Senate be aospeiidedi ao fiur as U 
might afiect joint resolutiona of the Sraate or Honaa 
of RepreBentativeSi propoeing, or providing for, or re- 
lating to amendments to the Conatitation of the United 
Statea. This was agreed to. 

Mr. Douglas moved that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of the joint resolution of the Hooaei to 
amend the Conatitution of the United Statea. 

Mr. Mason objected. He thought It waa due not 
only to those honorable gentlemen who came heie and 
sulnnitted to the Senate the result of the Peace Con- 
ference, that thqr ahould give to that the precedence, 
but he felt that it waa due to the State of Virginia, 
who invited that conference, that no precedence should 
be given over it. 

Mr. Douglas was glad to find that the Senator from 
Virginia hod become such a warm advocate of the 
report of the Peace Conference. How many hours 
was it since they heard him denounce it as unworthy 
the consideration of Southern men or of this country? 
How long was it since these denunciations were ring- 
ing in their ears? They did not hear the praises of 
the Peace Conference aounded until they were about 
to get a vote on another propoaition to pacify the 
country; and for fear they might have a vote that 
would quiet the apprehensions of the Southern Statea 
in respect to the designs of the North to change the 

Constitution so as to interfere with slavery in the 
24 
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StsUs, we find now that ibe Peace Conrereoce wn to 
be pushed forwarct to defent this. 

Mr, Maaon eaid the Senator would not find bitn 
tftking back one word that he had eaid of objection to. 
the reaolutiona which came from the Peace Cooferenoe, 
but he protesl«d againet their preoedenoe being taken 
fwm tbem — a matter which had engaged the atten- 
tion of the Senate for the last two houn to efieot it. 

Finally, the motion to take .up the joint reaolution 
of the House was agreed to — 26 against 11. It pro- 
poeed an amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States. It had passed that body by a vote ofyeas 133, 
nays 66, and was intended as an " olive branch " to 
the South. 

It was aa follows : — 

" That DO uneDdment ahall be nude to the Conntitution of 
the United Stateii, which will autharite or gl*e Congrew power 
to atnliah or Interfere in any State with the domestic iiutltu* 
tions thereof, lacluding that of penMU held to labor or ■errl' 
tade, h; the laws of laid State." 

Mr. King moved that the doors on the right be now 
opened. 

Mr. Latham, of C^ifomia, wanted to admit ladies 
wily. 

Mr. Piigh, of Ohio, protested against the admission 
of any gentlemen, after the insult received to~day. 

Mr. Kennedy, of Maryland, said the Senate had 
been insulted in a manner unprecedented, and he 
would not sit here and be insulted any more. Ha 
proteeted against the •dmission of any men. 
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The motion of Mr. King^ of New Yoric, WM laid OB 
tiie Uble. 

Mr. WilkinaoDi of MinnMote, atid he was opposed 
to all aabterfiiges and oompromieeB. The people had 
risen and hnrled from power a oormpt and deban e hed 
administrationi whose otBoean, to avoid the indigna- 
tion of an outraged people, had taken refiige under the 
blaok flag of treason. 

Mr. Chandleri of Miohigan, referred to the remarks 
of the Senator from Kentuokji (Mr. Powdl|) and 
asked if a oompromise were made would he go ibr 
the enforcement of the laws in all the States. 

Mr. Powell replied he would enforce the laws in all 
the Slates of the UnioUi but he was opposed to eveij 
form of ooerdon. He thought that war would destroy 
all our hopes. 

Mr. Chandler replied| denounoing all oomproroises 
with traitors. The question was, whether we had a 
government or not If we had no government^ he 
would emigrate to some place where there was a govern- 
ment, even to the Comanehes. He was willing to yield 
anything to true Union men, but nothing to traitors. 

Mr. Wigfidly of Texas, said it was strange that men 
dedared they meant nothing personal, while they made 
wholesale charges of theft and treason against the op< 
posito party. Unfortonatoly, the North did not always 
send here men who wera either gentlemen or Christians. 
When he called a man a scoundrel, he meant what he 
said, and held himself responsible for the epithet. He 
hoped the Senator from Michigan would not turn him* 
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■elf over to the Coiniuiches. They eufi^red s grwit 
deal already hy contact with the whilei. (Laughter.) 
He declared that the navigation of the MiMiasippi 
River would never be impetled by the seceding Btatee. 

Mr. Rioe, of Minnesota, eaid the people of the 
Northwest knew their own righle t«o well to suppose 
that the navigation of that great river would wn be 
impeded by anything except ice. 
' Mr. Wigfall. "And low water. (Laughter.) If 
the Senator will put thia in, I will accept hia amend- 
ment." After further remarks, he predicted that 
Lincoln would leave the Chicago platform and go fijr 
peace, and receive the^ commiuioner from the Con- 
federate States. Instead of making war, ho would 
withdraw the Federal forces from the forts. He did., 
not think there would now be war. 

Mr. Bice Vaa sorry the discussion had taken ploco, 
and expressed his belief that the people of the North- 
west would not vote one dollar for coercion, 

Mr. Wigfull, resuming, said he believed that noth- 
ing short of the acknowledgment of the right of secee- 
Bion would satisfy the South. As to the propositions 
of the Peace Conference, all the St&tes which bad not 
gone out would immediately go out if they were 
adapted. 

The Senate took a recess till Sunday evening at 
■even o'clock. 

On that occasion the galleries were crowded, and 
many persona had to leave the premlaee, being onablo 
to obtain admiseion. The floor, too, was thronged 
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with strangers, but those who were not priTikgsd to 
remain were forced to retire. 

The joint resolation of the Honse was taken op. 

Mr. Crittenden, of Kentodcy, made a long speech, 
in which he declared the ooontiy was in danger. ^ We 
are,'' he remarked, ** one people of the same Uood, 
and one fiunily. As ¥re oompromiee fiunilj troubleSi 
so should ¥re those pertaining to the Union.'' His 
remarks were, as usual, earnest and patriotao throoj^ 
outy and he concluded them hy saying, ss he was about 
to part with friends, he had spoken what he believed 
in truth and soberness. 

Mr, Trumbull, of Illinois, said President Bnehanan 
had received the Southern Commissioners ; for this, 
under anj other government, he would have been 
hung for treason. The President should not have 
waited till the last moment, when he found it neces- 
saiy, either to take sides or join the Secessionists, and 
let Major Anderson perish. He had just spoken, 
though feebly, for the integrity of the Union, but 
allowed the Secessionists to do ss they pleased until 
they had taken our forts and other proper^ to a great 
amount. He was opposed to oompromising with traitors. 

Mr. Wigfoll asked, wjiether the succeeding Admin« 
istration would pursue the same polujy, or whether it 
would attempt to recapture the forts and other pro* 
perty. 

Mr. Trumbull replied, the Senator would find out 
his principles before he got through with his remarks^ 
and trusted he would learn the opinions of iJie inoom- 
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ing AdminiBtnitiDn to-morrow, from the eflslern por* 
tico of the CapiUil. 

Mr. Wiglkll. I hop« we eball. 

Mr. Trumbull, resumiug, said, thtt (Mceeaioa never 
would have reached auch a height, if we hod had a 
goverumeDt. Let it be knowa that the people of the 
North Kre determined to maintain the Union, and there' 
will be Union men in the South, 
- Mr. Pugli offered a substitute for the pending Houm 
reeolution, namely, the Crittenden Compromiee. 

Mr, Mason, of Virginia, characterized the resolution 
from the House as delusive to the South, and apoke at 
fiome length against it. - 

Mr. Morrill, of Maine, contended that the act of 
Virginia was a menace, and said that all this terrible - 
agitation came from the trifling administration of head- 
pills, and was to end in a dissolution of the Union, 
He wanted no more snch dosing as had been proposed, 
to compromise with traitors. 

Mr. Wade, of Ohio, hod heard of revolutions in this 
and other countries; but the present one was more 
extraordinar}' than them all ; for it was conducted 
sgainat the best government in the world. All the 
troubles had grown out of the repeal of the old com- 
promisee, which bad brought the Union to the vei^ 
of dissolution and destruction, 

Mr, Wigfall said, he felt that this was positively the 
last time he should appear on these Imards. The Sen- 
ator from Ohio was the real author of the " irrepres- 
sible oon6ict," and he and his friends were responsible 
for tlio dissolution of the Union. 
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Mr. Doolittle, ni Wiaooamn, row to apobt of order, 
and aaked, if tbo Senator ftom Texas was realljr "^ 
foMgaeat,** whether he had any rig^t to qpeak as a 
Senator of the United States. 

Mr. Wigfidl said, if the Senate would not eall his 
name from the roll, and woold acknowledge the seoea- 
sion of his State, then he would cesse his remarks; bat 
so long 88 his name was called, he woald continue hera. 

Mr. Pngh wanted a test-vote, and desired to stop 



Varions propositions were ofiered. The Crittenden 
Compromise^ as an amendment, was lost, and the 
House resolution was paseed — yeas 24, nays 13. 

A distinctive vote was taken on the Crittenden plan 
of adjustment, and the question determined in the 
niegative — yeas 19, nays 20. 

The Senate continued in session until late on the 
rooming of the 4th of March, and adjourned rine die, 
without conclusive action on the Peace Conference pro* 
position. 

The House, on Saturday night, adjourned till Mon- 
day, at 10 o'clock A. M. There were no persons in 
the galleries, excepting the reporters. Spectators had 
been excluded by direction of the Committee of Ar- 
rangemento for the Inauguration. No businees of 
particulsr importance was transacted ; and an acyonm- 
ment stne die took place. 

The author, it will be thus far seen, has only 
glanced at current evento; and, following out this 
arrsngement, to make a very long story very short, it 
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miy be added to this oloAing chapter in the history of 
Mr. Baohanan's adminiBtratioi], that, while the oom- 
promiM meaaures vera pending before Congress, the 
ardent Secession iats, such as Toombs, telegraphed 
South that there was no hope for their poassge, and 
everything wu lost. Critt«nden and Douglas were 
appealed to hy oonaervativea of that section, and tel- 
^raphed tliem to the efieot that tliey trusted the 
righta of the South and of every Slate and section 
could be protected within the Union. "Don't give 
up the ship— don't despair of the Republic!" eto. 
The Senators and Bepresenl«t)vee of the seceding 
States had taken their farewell of Congress ; a few of 
them in set speeoho. tThe rebellion had fairly been 
iDkugsrated, ud Mr. Bucbnnan retired at the rum-" 
bling of the atorm of battle, leaving his euocessor to 
combat all its formidable appliances, though unpre- - 
pared tot the now " irreprcaeible oonflicL" 



CHAPTER XV. 

ARBIVAL OF MR. LIN(X)LN — HIS GALL OV PEX8IBX1IT SU- 
CHANAN — EXFOeiTIOH OF HI8 TUEWB-^THB XirAUOUmA* 

■ 

TIOK— UBUTBVAlfT-OBNBBAL 800TT — rBBGAUTIOHABY 
MBASUBn— TAKIVO POeBBBUOV OF THB WBTTB HOUBB— 
' THB OABIinsr— THB IITAUOURAL— BXTBAOBDIBABY 8BB- 
nOV OF THB SBVATB — IBTKBESTIIIO DISCDBBIOV AS TO 
THB ICBAHI90 OF THB IKAUGUBAL, BTa 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN arrived in Washington,!! 
half-past six o'clock on the morning of the 23d of 
February^ 1861, having secretly left Harrisbnrg, in a 
special traini the night before ; it having been under- 
stood that a conspiracy had been formed to prevent his 
reaching this dty, by taking his life. Ho was accompa- 
nied by Col. Ward H. Lamon, of Illinois, who wassubse- 
quently appointed Marshal for the District of Columbia. 

He was met at the railroad station by Hon. ES. B. 
Washbume, of Illinois, whence he was conveyed in a 
hack to Wiilard's Hotel, where Senator Seward was 
in readiness to receive him. In the course of the morn- 
ing he paid a visit to Pfesident Buchanan, with whom 
he had a long interview. 

On the 27th of February, the City Councils, in com« 
pany with the Mayor of Washington, took their fitrewell 
of Mr. Budianan. They then proceeded to Willard's 
Hotel to pay their respects to Mr. Lincoln. The Mayor 
having delivered a brief address, Mr. Lincoln replied : 
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''ICr. ICayor; I thank 7«m, and thioiigli jon the municipal 
anthoriti«ay by whom yon are accompanied, for this welcome ; 
and as it is the Ant time in my life since the present phase of 
politics hss presented itself in this coontrj that I have said 
anything publicly within a region of coontey where the insti* 
totion of slaTery existi, I will take this occasion tosay, I think 
Tery much of the ill-feeling that has existed, and still exists, 
between the people of the section firom which I came, and the 
people here^ is owing to the miMmderstanding between each 
other, which nnhiqppily prerails. I therefore arail myself of 
this opportunity to sssore yon, Mr. ICayor, and all the gentle- 
men prcMnt, that I haTe not now, and nerer have had, any 
other than as kindly feelings toward yon as to the people of my 
own section. I haTe not now, and nerer haye had, any disposi* 
tion to treat yon in any respect otherwise than as my own neigh- 
bors. I have not now any purpose to withhold from yon any of 
the oonstitational rights, under any dreomstances, that I would 
not feel myself constrained to withhold from my own neigh^L^ 
bors ; and I hope, in a word, when we shall become better ao- 
i|uainted, — and I say it with great confidence, — we shall like 
eadk other the more. Again I thank you for the kindness of 
this reception.'' 

• 

Before and aboat this time, oompanieB of men were 
openlj drilling in this city. They were strongly tino- 
tnred with seoeesionism, in htitf had passed resolutions 
to that effect^ and looked for a fitvorable opportunity to 
strike a blow at the Oovemment. Finding that diey 
woold not have the gratification of doing so, now that 
stringent measures were being taken for the proteo- 
tion of the pnblio property and the preservation of 
the pnblio peace, they disbanded — some of them 
going Sonth, and a oompartively few remaining m 
Washington* 
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Before the inauguration of Preeideat LinoolD, ex- 
tensive prapantioiiB were mule, under the direoUon 
of Lieutenuit>OeDeraI Soolt, to prevent tfae intcamp- 
tion of the proceeBion at tay point. A temporary 
fenoe was placed round the apace immedi&telj in front 
of the platform, from which the President waa to 
deliver hie Inaugural Address. To guard against Bur- 
priee, an endoeed avenue of atout boards waa con- 
structed, from the point where the President elect 
would leave his carriage until be passed into Uie Capi- 
tol, a distance of about one hundred feet. 

The da; for the inauguration arrived. Senator* 
Baker and Pearce rode in the prooeesion, in tbe same 
canjage with the retiring President and the Preei- 
dent elect. Mr. Buchanan looked very grave, and 
conversed bat little on the way. Mr. Lincoln apjieored 
calm, and slightly affected by the excitement around 
him. The military arrangemente showed that apprs- 
heneiona existed of a murderous plot against the Presi- 
dent eleot. His carriage was olosely surrounded oo 
all sides by marshala and cavalry, so aa almost to hide 
itfrvm view. A shot oould uot have possibly reached 
him, owing to the densenese of the military enoloeore. 
The guard of honor wa« aelected from the most effi- 
cient companies of regular troops and marines. One of 
the notable fe&tnrea of the proceesioa waa a large car, 
supplied by the Republican Association, to allegmiEa 
the Constitution and the Union. The States and 
Territories were represented by a corresponding num- 
ber of little girls, dressed in white, and displaying 
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miniature Bagt ; the whole drawn hy two horaca, on 
the covering of which the word " Union " waa printed 
in large letters. Besides this there wer6 numeroas 
delcgntione on foot from the several States and Terri- 
tories^ accompanied by citiEenB of Washington, of the 
same political sentimenta as those of the President elect. 

lifr. Lioooln, on vriving at the Capitol, was escorted 
to the Senfltfl, and took the test aaeigDcd to him. The 
ohnmber wu orowded, aa uaual on such oocaeions, 
with the most prominent oflicera of the Government 
ID all its branches, with senators and representatives, 
and foreign miniatcrs. The oath woa odrainisterod ' 
to Hannibal Hamlin, as Vice-Presideut, by Mr. Breok- 
enridge, when he made an sddreM, and assumed 
the duties of the chair aa presiding officer of -the 
Benst«. 

The procession was then re-formed, and having, 
with Mr, Lincoln, rMohed the platform on the east 
aide of the Capitol, Senator Baker said : " Fellow- 
dtisens, I introdace to you Abraham Linooln, Presi- 
dent elect of the United Btates." 

This was greeted with repeated cheers. 

Mr. Lincoln, after a short pause, laid down his 
msnuBcript for a few moments on the table; then 
tlirustjpg his hand into his pocket, took from it s pair 
of ateel-bowed spectacles, which ha placed carefully 
knd deliberately on his noee, and used his goldhesdeil 
owe BS a paper-weight during the reading of the 
Inaugural. 

Mr. Linooln, before he came to Washington, had had 
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an addreBS for the oooasion printed at the office of the 

''Springfield Journal,^ but that which he ddiveredt 

was aomewhat different^ being extensively interlined, 

in aooordance with new developments, after the fiist 

draft. An exact oopy of this was ftimished to the 

''Associated Press '^ to be telegraphed. 

The President read his Inaugural Address in a dear, 

distinct voice, concluding as follows: 

**! am loth to dose. We are not enemiw, but friendk We 
must not be enemiet. Though paasion maj haye rtnined, it 
most not break our bondi of affecdoih The myatie oordi of 
memory, ttreichiiig from ereiy battle-fteld and patriot grsTe to 
every living heart and hesrthstone ell oy« this l»oad lead, 
will yet ■well the diorui of the nnion, when again tondied, as 
surely they will be^ by the better angds of our natore." 

He was applanded when he concluded the reading 
of his Address. 

Never was there a more solemn spectacle. The 
thirty thousand auditors who listened attentively to 
his words, were evidently most deeply impressed with 
the momentous character of the occasion. There waa 
no noise, no confusion, no thoughtless nor indecent 
scenes of applause or disapprobation. All seemed to 
be moved with the deep conviction, that their own &te 
and that of their country, depended on the develop- 
ments of that memorable day. 

In taking the oath, as administered to him by the 
venerable Chief-Justice Taney, the President placed 
his hand upon the Bible, and responded in a firm and 
decided tone. At the condtuion, he bowed reverently, 
and kissed the Book. 
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The firing or cannon and the plitjring of muiio an- 
Douuced the ccromoniea eu<led. 

It may here be stated, that Mr. Lincoln kiaaed the 
thirty-four States of the Union, as represented by the 
thirty-four young lailice. 

The President was escorted to the Executive Man- 
uon in the same order that he woh attended to the 
Capitol. Mr. Buchanan nccomionicd him to tlie White 
House, and there took liis leave, expreeaing the hope, 
in kindly terms, that hin administration might prove 
(o be hnppy and pronpcroua, 

A line had been formctl at the Mansion, vhen there* 
was a great ruBh 'nto it, thousands of persona offering 
their congratulations to the new President. 

Not only were arrangements made to dcfcudthe 
Capitol, bat troops were stationed in different porta of 
the city, to be used in case of n&xeshy. A report pre* 
vailed that a gunpowder plot had been arranged to 
blow ap the Capitol, and I well remember that the 
Chief of tlie Capitol Police, Captain C. W. Dimning- 
ton, a Southern sympathizer, and who subsequently 
joined his fortunes with the rebellion, examined all the 
•ewere and secret placca on the prcmiaea, and made a 
report that there was no catiBe for alann. There were 
■0 many rumors of a probable serious difficulty, that 
every precaution was taken by General Scott and the 
public authorities, to guard against all disturbance. 

Everybody rejoiced that the inauguration had paaeed 
without any event to regret. 

The New York delegation called ujion Mr. Seward 
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on the morning of the 4th of Mardb. In mpooae 
to their greeting he made a touching and imprewTe 
addresB^ in the course of which he eaid: '^I have been 
a representative of my native State in the Senate ftr 
twelve yearsi and there is no living being who can 
look in my face and eay that in all Uiat time I have 
not done my duty toward all — the high and the low, 
the rich and the i^oor, the bond and the free.'' The 
ecene vrae imprMiive in the highest degree, and its in- 
iNest was heightened by the hd that in the interval 
between his resignation as a senatori and his accept- 
ance of the office of Secretary of State, he was for the 
first time in many years'simply a private citisen. 

On the night after the inauguration, the New York 
delegation called to pay their respects to tlie President. 
He said to them he was rejoiced to see the good feel- 
ing manifJBBted by them, and hoi)ed tliat ** our friends 
South'' would, when they read his Inaugtural, be satis- 
fied. He had made it as near right as it was possible 
for him to make it, in accordance with the Constitu- 
tion; which he thought was an good for the people 
who lived south of Mason and Dixon's line, as those 
who lived north of it 

The President called an extra session i>f the Senate, 
for executive business, and he nominated as his Gabi- 
net| Seon^aiy of State, William H. Seward ; Secretary 
of the Treasury, Salmon P. Chase; Secretary of War, 
Simon Cameron ; Seon^aiy of the Navy, Gideon Welles ; 
Poetmaster^<3eneral, Montgomery Blair; Secretary of 
the Interior, Caleb B. Smith ; Attorney-General, Ed- 
ward Batea.' 
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There was a great pressure of offioe-scekera from all 
sectionji, excepting the South ; and many reraovala 
and a|i)iointiDcnte were mode. Mr. Taylor, a messen- 
ger at the Foet-Oflice Department, tells a truthful 
story of a man from the country seeking a "little 
place." He bad modo gevcral visita to the Dc|>art- 
ment, during which he innocent ly asked that venerable 
and worthy gentleman, "When will the hiring time 
l>egin?" — a question that others may oak, though not 
in that precise form, on the acceaaion of the next Pre- 
oideut. 

The Senate met in extraordinary session on the 
4th of March. >'early all the Southern States ha<l 
"scooded," leaving in the Senate only Brugg and 
Clingnmn, from North Carolina; Andrew Johnson 
■od Nicholson, from Tennessee; Hemphill and Wig- 
fall, froni Texas, and Mason and Hunter, from 
Virginia. 

An interesting debute took plnce concerning the 
drift and meaning of the Inaugural Address. It was 
based on a resolution offered by Mr. Dixon, of Con- 
necticnt, that there be printed, for tiie use of the Senate, 
the usual numlwr of copies of the Inaugural Address 
uf tlie Pr^ident of the United Statca. 

Mr. Clingman, of North Carolina, reviewed the 
Address. He had oo objection to printing it, as a 
matter of oourae; but he must say he did not wish to 
be understood, for one Senator, that, in assenting to 
the printing of it, he indorsed itit positions. If he 
understood it aright, the purjKwo which seemed to 
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flaiul oat dctrlj and direoUj, was one which hm 
kbooght woaU lead to war — war against the Ooo- 
federate or aeoeding Slates; and as he thought that 
polioj would be very nnwise for the United Statei, ha 
must franklj saj to gentlemen on the other side^ that 
he did not see^ if thej adopted the principles of the 
Inaugorali how that was to be avoided. 

Mr, WigfiJl, of Texas, commenced a speedi| but 
gave waj to 

Mr. Doug^ who said that in the remarks which 
he had sobmitted the daj before, he (Mr. Douglas) 
reviewed the Inaugural with a view of ascertaining 
distinctly and certainly what was to be the policy of 
the new Administration, and he came to the conclusion 
that it vras the wish and purpose of the President to 
pursue a peaoeftil policy and to avoid war. He was 
rejoiced in being able to arrive at tliat conclusion. 

Mr. Wigfall asked the Senator to say explicitly 
whether he would advise the withdrawal of the troops 
from Fort Sumter and Fort Pickens, the removal of the 
flog of the United States finom tlic borders of the Con- 
federate States, and that no efibrt should be made to 
levy tribute upon a foreign people. 

Mr. Douglas answerec) : '^ I do not choose to prochiim 

what my policy would be, in view of the fact that the 

Senator does not r^rd himself as the guardian of the 

honor and interests of my country, but he is looking 

to the interests of another, which he thinks is in hos- 

tili^ to this country. It would hardly be good pol« 

icy or wisdom for roe to reveal what I think ought to 
15* 
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be our ]M>lio3r| to one who may so soon be in the oonn- 
eels of the enemy, and the command of its armiee.'' 
(Laughter and applause in the galleries.) 

The Yice-Presideot called to order. 

Mr. Wigfall hoi)ed the galleries would not be inter^ 
rupted. This was a public meeting, and he trusted 
they should be permitted to continue it after that 
fashion. He then reviewed Mr. Douglas's Norfolk 
. speech, and concluded by saying he sincerely desired 
** this matter may be solved peaceably." It was not 
for them to say whether it should be by the sword or 
by treaty, but what he wanted to say was that he did 
not desire that Texes, which he still represented here, 
should be put in a fiilse position. 

Mr. Mason challenged the President for not ex* 
plicitly telling them what he. meant to do, leaving 
them to inference, to construction, to interpretation, 
that might possibly mislead these people as to his 
actual purpose. The Republican party were in the 
ascendant; they had got the political power of the 
country in their hands; the Chicago platform had 
laid down the law by which that power was to be ad- 
ministered, and the President declared that the plat- 
form was law to him. It was due that this message 
should be dearly understood, not only in its purpose, 
but in the time that purpose was to be ekeouted, in 
order that the proper preparation should be made 
to meet the great occasion. 

Mr. Foster, of Connecticut) offered a resolution — > 
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« Vilienia, L. T. WlgUI, now ■ Senator of tbg United SutM 
from Ihe Stato of Texaa, liu declared in debate Uut h« b a 
fareigner; that be owea no alliance lo tlua Qoremsiaati 
but that he belonga to, and owsa allegianoe to, anoUier and ' 
fcreign go*ernaient, therefore 

" Baelted, That the laid L. T. Wigftll be, and he hereby 1% 
•zpelled from this bod;." 

Mr. Clingiiuui moved a» a substitute; — 

" WhensB, it It ondentood that the State of Teia* hat w^ 
wded from the Unioa, and iiao longer one of the United 
StatM ; Iherefbre 

" Raohtd, That ihe U not entitled to be rq>TeHnted tat Ihia 
body." 

Mr, Foster differed with the Senator from North 
CarolinB. Hr oould not admit that any Slate of thia 
Union had any right, any power, under the Constitu- 
tion, to secede — to take itself out of the Union of 
these States, which go to make up the United States 
of Anierica. He knew of no right that tliey had to 
any liere that the State of Texas had acceded from tlie 
Confederacy of States and no longer belonged to tha 
United States of America. 

Mr. Clinginan replied, as tu the question of sece*' 
aion, gentlemen might take it either wny. If Texas 
bad not seceded, the Senator was entitled to bo here, 
notwithstanding the opinions he had expresse<I ; if 
Texas had seceded, and had the right to secede, liis 
teeolution waa the proper one. 

Mr. Mason, of Virginia, in opposing Mr. Foster's 
reeolutioR, said, "I aver it here, as a Senator from 
Virginia, in the face of the oonntry, that I owe ami 
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recogDice do allegiance to the Government of the 
United States — none whatever; and there I take my 
poeition alongside of the Senator from Texas, and I 
should be unworthj' of my true relation to my sov- 
ereign Stale if I did not," 

Mr. Hunter, of Virginia, regarded the movement 
as one which was calculated to be very dangerous in 
its effects and consequences. It was a motiou to visit 
vith the highest censure of the Senate — to wit, ex- 
pulsion — tlie mere ejipreesion of an opinion which 
might happen to be different from that of a majority. 
The Senator from Texts had done nothing more than 
to declare his belief in the doctrine of secesaioa. 

The Senate disposed of the pending resolution and 
amendment, by referring the snbjcct to the Committee - 
on the Judiciary, 

Mr. Fessenden, of Maine, offered the following reso- 
lution I — 

" Aaahvrf, That Albnt Q, Brown and JeSbnan Davli, of MU- 
■iMlppI: Stephen B. MAllnry, of Florida; Clement C. Claf, 
Jr., of Alabama; Bolicit Toombs, of Georgia ; and Jodah P. 
Benjamin, of Louisiana, baring inDounccd that tbej are no 
longBT memben of the Benalo, and baring wilbdrawn f^ere- 
frotn, their aeals in this body have thErvby become racant ; and 
the Secretary i* directed to itrike their names from the roll of 
memben." 

Mr. FtSMnden said, it was perfectly obvious that 
there must be some period when the Senate shall act 
on questions of this description. 

Mr. Bayard, of Delaware, offered, as a substitute, 
that t])e persons mentioned, "having announood that 
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longs membat of ciie S 

frDm, ciie 

edUing ufte ro&I of die S 

l£r. Bajini saboucaed so 
BO n ecarit i for die deeiBoa of diis qnesoia, m mmj 
WSJ" whatever. It eoaM readi do pnedol rcMlt. He 
did DOC dewre diem so admis die right of wif iiiWy or 
to reccgniie the cdecc oc aecesioa. All he asked of 
them was, to lesre the qiKstioa ludiBtarhed. 

Mr. Maaoa oppand Hr. FcsKodea'a icBolatiop, aod 
Mr. FesHcndcB aewpccd Mr. Maeoa's soggotioB, that 
hia rteaolatioa beftowodcd so aa to read, that the HDBiea 
mentioDcd be "omitted,'' isstead of ** strMEcn," from 
the roll. 

Mr. Bajaid*s ameDdmcnt was rejected — IS againal 
26. 

The ongiiial remlution was modified, and paawd in 
the following form : — 

"Whereai, The teati of Albert O. Brown and Jcfienon 
DftTiii, of MmiflRippi ; Stephen R. Mallorj, of Florida; Clem- 
ent C. CUt, Jr., of Almbama ; Bobert Toomba, of Georgia ; and 
Jodah P. Benjamin, of Looitiana, as memben of the Senate, 
hare become Tacant, therefore, 

" i2«io/red. That the Secretary be directed to omit their namei 
mpectiTelj from the rolL" 

Mr. Douglas ofierod a resolution, calling on the 
Secretary of War to inform the Senate what forts, 
navy jards, and other public works, within the lim- 
its of the States of South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, 
Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas, are now 
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within the actual posecsaion and occupation of the 
United States; and by what number of men each ie 
garrisoned and held ; and whether reinforoements are 
necessary to retain the same; and, if so, whether the 
Government has the power and means, under existing 
laws, to supply such reinforcements within such time, 
as the exigencies and necessities of the case may de- 
mand ; and whether the defence and protection of the 
United States and their interests make it necessary and 
wise to retain military poracsftion of such forts, places, 
and other property, except at Key West and Tortugas, 
and to recapture and reoocupy such others, as the 
United Slates have been deprived of by seizure or sur- 
render for any other purpose, and with a view to any 
other end than the subjugation and occupation of thuee- 
Slates, which have assumed the right to secede from the 
Union, and within whose limits such forts and other 
public property are situated; and ifsuch be the motives 
for recapturing and holding the forts and other public 
property, what military force, including regulars and 
volunteers, would be necessary to enable the United 
Btates to reduce the States aforesaid, and such others 
M ars supposed to sympatbixe with them, to sabjeo- 
tion and obedienoe to the laws of the Union, and to 
protect the Federal Capitol. 

Ur, Douglas thought the information which it was 
proposed to elicit was very important to the quiet 
and the peace of the country. The public mind was 
greatly disturbed by the apprehensions of civil war. > 
The Inaugural Address of the President was nndeiv 
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stood by many id both seotiona of the Union as indi- 
cating a war policy. If they allow these apprehen- 
sions to ripen into a conviction that the Administra- 
tion did meditate a war policy to reduce to suljection 
the seceded States by military force, he apprehended 
that they should find a terrific issue precipitated upon 
them in a shorter time than many of them imagined. 
But he did not believe such to be the policy of the 
President ; he did not so understand his Inaugural. 
It was in this speech that Mr. Douglas said, they 
must choose, and that promptly, between one of these 
lines of policy: — 1. The Rbstoration and Prebeb- 
VATION OF THE Union by such amendments to the 
Constitution as will insure the domestic tranquillity, 
safety, and equality of all the States, and thus restore 
l)eace, unity, and fraternity to the whole country. 2. 
A Peacbfxjl Dissolution of the Union, by recogni- 
zing the independence of such States as refuse to remain 
in the Union without such constitutional amendments, 
and the establishment of a liberal system of commer- 
cial and social intercourse with them by treaties of 
commerce and amity. 3. War, with a view to the 
subjugation and military occupation of those States 
which have seceded or may secede Arom the Union. 

Mr. Wilson, of Massachusetts, said the Senator from 
Illinois, was certeinly a man of anxieties. Hardly 
had the inaugural address been flashed over the coun- 
try, before the Senator stepped forth, unasked, to give 
an interpretation of it Nobody on the Republican 
side of the chamber had undertaken either to sane- 
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tion or disavow that iiiterpretatioii. ^'The Senator 
stratB up 1)efore the Senate and the coantry, and talks 
about what he will not permit — what he will do. I 
beg leave to aay to that Senator, that in the Senate 
and in the country he is clothed with no power to dic- 
tate to U8, or to any oonsiderable body of men. He 
has not a Senate at his heels. He stands here alone, 
and he is hardly more powerful before the nation. I 
say to that Senator — and I want him and his friends 
in the country to understand it — that the Adminis- 
tration which has just come into power will take its 
own time to deliberate, to act, to declare its policy; 
that it does not select him as its exponent; that it will 
speak in due and proper time its own sentiments, and 
declare its own policy, and will do it through the men 
in whom it has confidence, who have a right to speak 
for it. The Senator nuide here to-day, what I say to 
the Senator I regard as a mischievous, a wicked, and 
in the present condition of the country, an unpatriotic 
speech. He talks about the ahirm that pervades the 
country. Sir, that Senator, by the course he has 
chosen to take during the last few days, assumes to be 
the alarmist of the country, and he is the only man I 
see alarmed. The great portion of the country at 
this day, and this hour, are coming to look at these 
questions that have distracted and divided the country, 
as they are. There is to-day less excitement, ill will, 
and anxiety in the country. Matters are clearing up. 
The skies brighten. The sober judgment and patriot- 
ism of this nation are rising to meet the wants of the 
time and the occasion." 
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Mr. Douglas Mid : I can pordoo the petulant re- 
marks and personal attacks of the Senator from Haa- 
■KbuBetU, for it only ehowa that he had beeo hurt. 
He wiooed under what I had said. I had not said a 
word disreepectful or ankind to any Senator. He 
tftlka about shutting, about dictating, about aasuming 
a leadership uninvited. He merely shows that he 
thought it was wise to make a pereooal attack upon 
me instead ofansweringthe ailment that I advanced. 
I pay no attention to those things, sir. I am rejoiced 
at what he has said, so far as it relates to the policy 
of the Admintstra^on. I am glad that he has spoken. 
I think the countiy will thank him for what be has 
Mtid, although it is not as much as I would like. He 
has told us that teo dvyt was too short a time to de- 
termine what the polity of the Administration was to 
be ; that they are going to wait and act calmly, and 
determine hereaAer when they have the leisure and 
the time to investigate what their policy will be. 
Here we are told that I was right in my oonstruction 
t^ the Inaugural; that thoee general clauses about 
enforcing the laws, and collecting the revenue, and 
possessing forts, did not indioato what Mr. Linoobi 
was going to do. Here, is a oonfeeaion that my oon- 
struction of the Inaugural was right, when I said that 
his policy was going to depend upon the necesaitjea 
of the case, and be changed from time to time with a 
' view to preserve the peace of the country. He oon- 
oluded by saying : " Now, sir, my object has beeo to 
demonstrate that the wing of the party to which tin 
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Senator from MiiMnehnnctto belongs, the war wingi 
the disunion wing, were not authorised to speak for 
the President in regard to his polioy. I take it for 
granted that the Senator has a line of polioy very dif- 
ferent from mine. Mine is to preserve the Union. I 
do not understand that to be his. Mine is to preserve 
peace. I do not understand that to be his. I know 
there are union men on that side of the chamber, and 
I know there are disunionists on that side of the 
chamber ; hence I do not expect to be in harmony on 
the union question with the whole of that side of the 
chamber. I will act and harmonize with every union 
man in America, no matter what his politics or where 
he comes from, who will forget party, and act with 
reference to the country. But I will not detaixl the 
Senate. I take no exception to the petulant, irritable, 
irritating personal attacks the Senator from Maine 
may makei 

[Mr. Douglas called in question the accuracy of this 
report He said his remark vras : ''I take no excep- 
tion to these petulant and personal attacks, considering 
whence they came."] 

Mr. Fessenden. What State did the Senator say? 

Mr. Douglas. I did not call any State at all. No, 
sir; I said irritating, personal remarks, from where- 
ever they came. I said nothing about Maine. I vras 
not thinking of him. I am sure I did not use the 
word. 

Mr. Fessenden. The Senator is entirely mistaken. 
He said the Senator fix>m Maine. We all so under- 
stood you. 



AND THnrOB AT WASHINCnOH. 



ICr. Douglas. Tea, I know ; bat joa oaimoi under- 
■land the truth when it la told to jou. If there ia anjr 
one parliamentaiy law and law of oourteqr more dear 
than any other, it b that when a Senator utters a re* 
mark and is misunderstood, and oorreots the misunder- 
standing, every gentleman accepts the correction. The 
Senator attaches more importance to himself than I do 
to him. He is a very respectable man, of very re- 
spectable talent, and debates well ; I listen to him with 
a great deal of pleasure, but I assure him there are 
other people in the Senate than himself; and hence it 
does not necessarily follow that I allude to him when 
I do not call his name or hb State, or say anything 
that will be applicable to him. 

Mr. Feeseoden. I rise merely for the purpose of 
making a personal explanation, which I very seldom 
do. When I interrupted the Senator, it was merely 
with a view to call his attention to the fact that, un- 
willingly, as I supposed, he had said the Senator from 
Maine, when he meant the Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. Douglas. No; I said '^wherever they came.'' 
That was what you understood to be Maine. . 

Mr. Fessenden. The Senator is mistaken. It is im- 
possible ibr him to admit hb mbtake; but if he asks 
hb own friends about him, I think he will be satisfied 
he made the mistake. I took no exception to it in any 
way, but it has resulted in the Senator, speaking pre- 
dsdy as he has with reference to the matter, and the 
intimation about what a gentleman would do and what 
a gentleman would not do. Now, sir, I do not pre- 
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lend to be very rnnoh mora of a gentleman than other 
people, nor verj mnch lees. My idea is that a gentle- 
man does not make pretensions in one shape or another. 

Mr. Douglas. Welly I will ask die Senator, does he 
not recognize the nile, that if he misandcrstood me, 
or whether he did not, if I correct him, is^he not 
bonnd by every courtesy of a gentleman to accept the 
correction? Is not that the invariable mle, I ask 
him? 

Mr. Fessenden. If the Senator had admitted that 
by a slip of the tongue he said one thing when he 
meant another — 

Mr. Douglas. I did not admit it^ because I say now 
the statement is false. 

The Vice-President. The Senator is ont of order.- 

Mr. Douglas. And he knows it is fidse. 

The Vice-President The Senator from Illinois is 
out of order. 

Mr. Fessenden. The Senator wants to have a per- 
sonal quarrel with me on that sulject, but I assure him 
he will fiul here, at any rate. If it is his deliberate 
design to use language unbecoming a senator, unbe- 
coming a gentleman, which no man here uses unless he 
has proper provocation for using it, he will not elicit 
from me a reply of the same desoriptioni I assure him 
— here, at any rate, in this place. 

Mr. Fessenden then replied at length to Mr. 
Douglas's speech, the object of which, he said, was to 
inflame the suspicions of the people; to arouse their 
spirit, and the anxieties which were now about being 
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lulled to sleep, and which would aoon be atttrij do- 
atrojed and extermin&ted b^ the peaoefbl yn fiim 
«uuree of the AdiniDietralJoi). 

Me«era. Douglas aud FoMnden farther proeeoitod 
tticir quarrel. 

Mr, Hale, of New Ilampshire, remarked; "Aa I 
intended to bb^ Mtnetbing in reply to the Senator 
from Illinoia, it oeourred to me that there waa, in an 
aid book I used to read, an anawer to his apeceh. It 
ie very short, and I will read it. It is written in the 
0Acenth chapter o& second Samuel, fourth vene. 
(Laughter.) 'Abaalom aaid, moreover, Oh, that I 
«er« made judge in the land, that every man which 
hath any suit or cause might come unto me, and I 
Would do hira justice." (Laughter in the galleries.) 

Mr. Douglas. Mr. President — 

Mr. Baker. If the Senator will allow roe, I want to 
have the galleries cleared. 

Mr. Douglas. Oh, no ; I will not give way for that. 
Mr. President, I presume that there was great wit in 
the quotAtion of the Senator from New Hampshire. 
It only shews, as I intimated before, an attempt on 
that aide to avoid argument by seeking to make per- 
gonal points OQ an individual. You oould not desire 
• better proof that there is a fixed purpose to avoid the 
issue, and avoid argument by making personal pointa 
on the individual Henoe, I say to that oombination, 
Come on I attack afW attack ; get your quotations in 
. Advance, make a pre-airangement, and bring them in 
here, and I am ready to meet you in this disc 
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The Senator has fbrniehed the evidence of the truth 
of what I said of this combination. The Senator from 
MaflsaohuacttB led off in that miserable personal attack ; 
the Senator firom Maine follows ; and then the Sena- 
tor firom New Hampshire comes in with his written 
speech to fit the occasion. Now, sir, I expect to give 
these gentlemen some troable daring this Congress. I 
know their scheme. I do not mean that they shall 
break np this Union. I do not mean that they shall 
plunge this country into war. (Applause in the gal- 
leries.) 

The Vice-President called to order. 

Mr. Douglas. Asithe galleries eannot keep quiety I 
will say no more. 

Mr. Breckinridge, of Kentucky, addr e s se d the Sen- 
ate. He regretted that he had not been able to con- 
strue the Inaugural Address as it had been construed 
by other Senators. Instead of peace, it meant war. 
The only mode on earth to preserve the peace of this 
country was for the Administration, with or without 
the advice of the Senate, immediately to remove the 
Federal troops firom within the borders of the Con- 
federate States. It would be a bold act, but it would 
be the act of a patriot and statesman; it would be an act 
that all good men would approve and justify ; it would 
be an act that would be hailed firom one end of this 
country to the other as the harbinger of peace, as Uie 
true test of a peace policy. If he should do it, opin- 
ions would be various ; some would brand him as a 
fidse and fiiJtering statesman ; but more, and fiur more. 
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and histoiy would a{yproTe their voioe^ would dedaiw 
him to be a patriot^ who nobly refiiaed to plunge hb 
ooiintiy into the odamity of civil war. 

Mr. Hale, of New Hampshire, made a qieeoh. The 
difficulty was, that those who were im are oicft— 
nothing else on this earth. He could not appreciate 
it; he did not see how it was that it stirred men up so. 
He had been out in the cold a long time, (laughter,) 
and he had borne himself with such equanimity that 
it was astonishing to him to see how it aftcted gentle- 
men stopping out. 

Mr. Clingmaui of North Carolina, said he could not 
adopt the view of the Senator from Illinois ; all the 
tracks now pointed in one direction, and that was to- 
ward collision and war. 

Mr. Chandler, of Michigan, said the Senator from 
Kentucky (Mr. Breckinridge) did him the honor to 
allude to a remark that he had made upon the subject 
of blood-letting, and called it his (Mr. Chandler's) 
doctrine. He said the Senator was evidently not 
present when he made those remarks, because, if he 
had been present, he would have seen that he was not 
entitled to the origination of that doctrine. Thomas 
Jefferson, in a letter from Paris, on the 13th of No- 
vember, 1787, said : ''Tlie tree of liberty must be re- 
freshed from time to time with the blood of patriots and 
tyrants. It is its natural manure.'' He trusted the 
Senator was satisfied that that great statesman, that 
patriot, that honored son of Virginia and Kentucky, 
Thomas Jefferson, knew precisely what he meant when 
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ha penned that letter to vhioh atteotioa had ijeen 
edled. He trusted that the Senator from Kentnokf 
woald read and re-read it with profit 

Hr. Bceokinridge replied, if the exprenion was not 
original with the gentleman, he certainl7 misled him 
and the public bjr &iling to pot it in qnotation'inarke. 

Mr. Bimmona, of Rhode laland, proposed c subed- 
tiite for the pending resolution, the object of which 
was to asoertain the chuaoter of the members of the 
Senate, and their constitutional poeition, and whether 
any of them were elected by legislatures the members 
of which were not competent to vote for a Senator, 

Mr. Bayard, of : Delaware, made a despondent 
speech, and offered a resolutioo, declaring that " the 
Presideat, with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
has full power and authority to accept the deolamtion 
of the seceding States, that they oonstJtute heicafW ' 
an alien people, and to nt^tJate and oonclude a treaty 
with ' the Confederate States of America,' acknowledg- 
ing thdr independence as a separate nation ; and that 
humanity and the principle avowed in the Declaration 
of Imlependence, that the only just basis of govern- 
ment is 'the consent of the governed,' alike require 
that the otherwise inevitable alternative of dvil war, 
with all its wils and devastation, should be thus 
avoided." 

Mr. Howe, of WiscoDsin, opposed the pending ree- 
olntion, and said In the course of his speech, tlwy had 
a new Administration, jnst corns into power. It had 
proolaimed its snnwst desire, its tMoi purpose to 
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maintain the anthoritjr of the United l9lalei— aoiilM 
anthoritgr aimplj of this Adnuniatnitioiii or of that, 
bat the aatliori^ of the people of the Uniteii Stelei 
— bj peaceable meana, if peaoeaUe meana would wot 
flee. 

Mr. Douglas replied to aooh portion of Mr. HoWa 
remarks as applied to him, reiterating his opinion that 
the Inaugural meant peace. 

Mr. Breckinridge made a speech, to show that the 
Inaugural meant war, and conduded hy eameatl/ 
giving as his opinion, that the best thing the Senate 
could do for a diatrsoted and anxious countiy would 
be, by resolution, to advise the President to withdraw 
the troops firom the Confederate States, and thua ren- 
der bloodshed impossible. 

Mr. Douglas replied, his object having been to 
correct the misapprehension under which a portion of 
the Southern people were laboring in regard to the 
true condition of the Territories, he wanted the 
facts known to the people of Kentucky, not to injure 
the Senator, as he supposed, but to enable him to 
rally the Union men, and vote down and crush out 
every disunionist in Kentucky. (Applause in the 
galleries.) He waa npt willing that disunionists 
should cut his throat, and get his State out of the 
Union, depriving him of his seat for the next aix 
years in this chamber. 

Mr. Douglas's resolution was laid upon the table hj 
a vote of yeas 23, nays 11. 

Mr. Breckinridge oflbred a resolution, that the 8en« 
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ate reoommeod and advise the removal of the United 
States troops from the limits of the Confederate States ; 
but no quomm voted. 
Mr. Trambull offered the following resolution : — 

"Betohed, That, in the opinion of the Benato, the true waj 
to presenre the Union, ii to enforce the lawi of the Union ; 
that resiitance to their enforcement, whether under the name 
of 'anti-coercion/ or anj other name, ii encouragement to 
difunion ; and that it ii the dutj of the President to use all the 
meana in hii power to hold and protect the public propertj of 
the United Statoi, and enforce the laws thereof^ as well in the 
BUtes of South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Mississippi, Ala- 
bama, Louisiana, and Texas, as within oUier States of the 
Union." 

Mr. Trumbull .said : As we were unable to obtain 
a vote, jesterday, on the propositions then pending, I 
have offered tliis resolution, as expressive of the views 
which I entertain as to the duty of the Government 
I desire that the resolution may be printed, and I 
sliould be very glad, indeed, if we could got a vote 
on it 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the passage of 
Uie resolution, but they were not taken. The Senate 
closed its extraordinary session on the 28th of March, 
1861. 
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CHAPTER XVL 

' nUrFUBUCnBCEmOK ATTBE VBtTB UOUBR— MIUTABT 

auABDe — THB NEW imnTUTiotr, THB ^ess cehsobship 

— HTHOBS OF THB CKMSOIt— HOW THB "OREAT" NEK 
AOTED — DEATH or noUOLAS — NAJOB-OBKESAL tPCI.BI'- 
hAW AKD THE KBWIPAPBB HEM, BTC. 

THE first publio reocption at the WhiU Hoow was 
largely attended. Near the door stood Freaid«ot 
LiDOoln, uninterruptedly engaged in hand-flhaking. 
He was dnsaed in a plain black suit, with a frock oout, 
■ turn-over coltflr, and white gloves. A happy, genial 
iiinile illumined his face. His color was good, and his 
demeanor dignified and cnlin. Mrs. Lincoln stood near 
ber husband, suxinipanied by Mrs. Kellogg, a sister of 
^rs. Lincoln, Mrs, Grinislcy, a cousin of Mrs. Lin- 
ooIh; Mrs. Edwards, Mrs. Julia E. Baker, and Miss 
Lissie Edwards, of Springlield, Illinois, Tlicre were 
present persons from all sections of the country, and 
from foreign lands, and Senators Douglas, siid King, 
of New York, and other members of Congress. 

The seceesiou events continued. The Southern Con- 
gress had met at Montgomery, Alabama, and elected 
Jeflfefson Davis President of the Southern Confederacy, 
Kud Alexander H. Stephens Vicc-Fi-esident. They 
wore inaugurated on tlie 18th of February ; and on the 
6th of March, that Congress passed au Act for the 
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establiflhineiit and organintion of the arm/ of the Coo- 
federate States. 

On the 9th of April, Seoretarjr of State Seward re- 
plied to the Confederate Peace Commianonersi declining 
to receive them in their official capadtyi bat expreaeing 
deference for them as gentlemen. He announced a 
peaceful policy on the part of the Government^ dediy^ 
ing a purpose to defend only when assailed. The Com- 
missioners wanted ** a divide'' of public propertji and 
to make a treaty of peace and commerce. 

The fires of resistance were kindled everywhere in 
the South. The Confederacy promised, in efiect, not 
to make war on the UnioUi if our Government would 
let it have its own way ! 

The Administration had taken no active measures 
up to the 9th of February. I had conversed with 
numerous prominent gentlemen in official positions, 
and thought I understood their views very welly no 
matter what might be their future action. Early on 
that day, I wrote what I supposed was, or ought to be, 
the policy of the Administration. I inclosed this in 
an envelope, and addressed it to a Cabinet officer, with 
a line, " Im|K>rtant — not an Application for Office." 
I delivered it to him in person, and requested, if he 
disapproved of the ''notes for a telegram," to destroy 
the manuscript; but, if he approved, to return the 
manuscript to me. This he did in the evening pf the 
same day. Being thus supported, and having official 
indorsement^ I re-wrote carefiiUy the article, and tele- 
graphed it as '^ the general despatch," in the following 
fermt 
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" Wabhutotov, April 9, 1861. 

** PoucT 07 THE Administbatiov. — ExteDUTe as the mill- 
taij and naral preparations are, it is persistentlj stated in Ad- 
ministntlon qaarters that thej are for defensiTe purposes only, 
and that nothing is intended not strictly Justified bj the laws, 
which it is the duty of the President to enforce to the extent 
of his ability. If resistance be made to his efforts in this par> 
tionlar, and bloodshed be the result, the responsibility must 
fidl on those who provoke hostilities ; and the assurance of the 
Inaugural is repeated, that the Administration will not be the 
a gg ressor. 

** Various theories or reasons hare been given for the present 
military demonstrations; among others, that they were only 
leoently stimulated by the result of certain state or municipal 
elections; but this is known to be an error, for at the very com- 
mencement of the Administration, the President and Gabinel 
entertained the idea of reinforcing both Forts Sumter and 
Pickens, but, owing to the condition of the country at the time, 
and a non-acquaintance with the means at the command of 
the QoTcmment, the prosecution of the plans now progrening 
was impracticable; in other words, it was necessary first to 
ascertain the extent of the eflfects bequeathed to the present 
by the late Administration. As to the secrecy of the objects 
of the military movement, this was deemed absolutely neces- 
sary, especially the sailing of vessels with sealed orders. 

" Under the late Administration were persons who clandes- 
Unely communicated its purposes, from time to time, to the 
secessionists, and, as firequcntly occurred, before they were re- 
duoed to official form ; and,luxx>rding to a remark of an ex- 
Becretaiy, the Administration thus always found itself embar- 
rassed at the threshold. The present Administration, however, 
with a fiill appreciation of this obstruction, has limited an 
actual knowledge of its purposes to the members of the Cab- 
inet, and perhaps several oUier trusty officers, and taken such 
precautionary measures as will render it next to impossible to 
improperly acquire the forbidden information. 
17 
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^ The Administntion, while oonstantly deeUring its policy to 
be peeoe, dAims thmi it cacn onlj be hdd to a ttrict aooount- 
aUlitj by the people; and thmt howerer rariant and speonla- 
tire maj be the public reepecUng its nnorementB, it is under 
BO obligation to announce its purposes and plans; in other 
words, the Administration should be Judged by its acts. That 
Fort Pulaslci has been or will be reinlbiced, admits of no doubt ; 
and with regard to Fort Sumter, the Administration will do 
all in its power either to reliere Mi^r Anderson, or to secure 
his eracuation of the post, if needs be, without dishonor, or 
eommitting the Qoremment to the acknowledgment of any 
right claimed by the Oonftderate States, or in any way re- 
cognise the doctrine of s e cession. The proceedings in the 
Itatnre, beyond the relief of Fort Pickens, will be goremed by 
circumstances. 

"The aboTc has been prepared from reliable sources, with 
a Tiew to show, to some extent, the basis of the present mili- 
tary preparations.** 

This was the first Bemi-offioial announoeinent of 
4Hike policy of the Admioiatration.'* 

On the 11th of April, Fort Samter was demanded 
hj the Sooth to sarrender, which Major Anderson 
refused to do at that time; bat was compelled two 
days after to give np the fort^ which he had so gal- 
lantly defended. 

On the 13th of April, in answer to the Virginia 
Commissioners, President Lincoln recommended to 
them a careful reading of his Inangnral, and added : 
*' In that I expressed my policy, and with deep regret 
and mortification I now learn there is great and iigari- 
ooa oncertainfy in the poblio mind as to what that 
policy is, and what coarse I intend to pursae. Not 
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haying yel seen oocasion to change, it is now mj par- 
pose to pnraue the course marked oat in the Inangaral 
Address. I now repeat, that the power oonfided to me 
will be ased to uphold, occupy, and poss e s s the pro- 
pertj and publlo buildings for the Government, and to 
oolleot the duties on imports, but beyond what is neess- 
iary for these objects, there will be no invanon, no 
using of force against and among the population any* 
where.^ He also stated that he would carry oat all 
the laws oonocming the forts in the seceding Stales 
belonging to the Federal Government. 

The Administration now began to act in earnest; 
and on the 16th of April called for seventy-five thoa- 
sand volunteers to maintain the laws of the United 
States ; and for an extra session of Congress on the 
4th of July. The calls for additional volunteers were 
from time to time repeated, and met with a generoos 
and patriotic response. 

It is not a part of my plan, as I think I have 
already stated, to give a chronology of events, but 
merely allude to battles, in order to state something 
else in that oonnection. 

The house of the President continued to be guarded, 
as it was apprehended lie was in personal danger. 

Early in the first year of the war, the Government, 
for the first time, took possession of the telegraph 
wires, and established a Censorship of the Press. This 
did not relate to despatches for distant newspapers 
only, bat afiected those in our own city. 

The battle of Bull Run was fought on Sunday, the 
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Slat of July, 1861. Toward nice o'olcwk, P. M., of 
that day, oar Brmy correspondent returned from near 
the front — he had travelled over a bard, duety road, 
in very warm weathor, and the only loes he SUS' 
tained was his hat I 

He was too much agitated and nervous to nrit^ out 
his own account of that day's events, and so 1 relieved 
him by preparing the despatch at his diclotion. He 
' paced up and down the room, with the stump of bd 
unlit cigar in his mouth, communicating the desired 
information. The proprietor of the " Notional Re- 
publican " came into the office, and I made a bargain 
to give him a manifold copy of the narrative, for a 
■pecified amount of money. This turned out a better 
arrangement ibaa I at that time imagined, as the s^~' 
quel will show. The account was a long one — rapid 
movements of troops — flank performances — attache, 
retreats, Uring of guns — killed and wounded, so far 
u ooutd be ascertained — and all the et eiier<u to make 
the story interesting. The writing was completed by 
eleven or half-past eleven o'clock. Everything looked 
beautiful ; we hod ooni^uered the rebels and won a 
tplendid battle. And this, up to the hour the corre- 
spondent letl the vicinity of the field, appeared to be 
true. The correspondent and myself then left the 
oflioe, in search of persons later from the scene than 
himself. We were suoocssful. A hack-load of pas- 
■engera had just alighted at the Metropolitan — at 
that time called Brown's Hotel. One of tliem, in re- 
Bponse to the inqniry for the lateet news, eomraenoed 
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(filing wliat he had seen and bewrd, deecribiDg, \>y tha 
light of the mooQ, the movements of troops, with the 
ud of hit cane. He Iiad a Urge audience. We lis- 
tened very attentively, for what he narrated was reftllf 
newa. Instead of our troops secnring a victory, the 
fortune of the day Inmed, and they met with a de- 
ieat 1 Well loaded with gunpowder news, we repaired 
to the telegraph office, ordered it to be kept open, and 
then hastily supplied the operators with despatt^ea. 
We commenced oar second edition, or rather addition, 
with something like tlie following: 

"At this point there was a sudden change in afbira; 
I stampede commenoed ; " and we went on, describing 
the eubecfjuent disasters. 

Judge of our disappointment. The papers which 
arrived here the next day, did not contun a single 
word of the "disaster;" but only tbetdegrnmsof the 
first part of the ooourrencee. The people of the North 
were rgoicing over a victory, not having been per- 
mitted to learn that we suSered a defeat. The tele- 
graph censor, by official onler, bad " closed down " 
on us. He permitted the i^ood news to go, but sup- 
pressed the bad. At that time the rule was, that we 
conld copy what apjieared in the Washington papers, 
and tel^raph it — in other words, what was printed 
was legitimate; manuscript, suspioions, and always 
■abject to erasure I I have already mentioned that I 
■applied tlie "National Republican" with the full 
Bull Run battle accoant, which was printed on the 
next Monday morning. Availing myself of tha inie. 
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I clipped out Uie " disBBtcr," fjled it, and it wnit over 
the wires na Kvih u tlie lightning could carry it. Of 
ooDree, you will believe the gkdneBS of the reedere of 
It was turned into sorrow. Editors did not, in their 
next editions, praUe the wisdom of tlie censorship I 

The rule was so severe that censors bod to be very 
oircutnspect, for they fenred arrest fuid imprisonment 
if they should, by iniulvertence, suffer an obnoxious 
' Bentence to be lelFf;mphed. Soft lead-pencils forsome 
kinds of paper, and heavy pens with the blackest of 
ink for others, were essential to the performance of 
their grave functions. The eensors were not all pas- 
nblygood scholars; owing to this, it rot unfrcquently 
happened that the marking out of one sentence, or 
lees, left the remainder of the telegram a mass of non-— 
sense, there being no proper oonnerlion of its parts. 
The censor was the sole, the anpreme judge. If he 
did rot like the <lespa[ch, he would assassinate it, or 
no mnim it as to destroy its original features. 

One of them would not permit me to telegraph a 
word about a battle having been fought at Fredericks- 
burg i would not even permit a tel^ram to be sent, 
that wounded men had arrived from the Rappahan< 
nook ; but was liberal enough to let me say, " a num- 
ber of wounded men have arrived here." From where, 
and the circumslanoes under which they were wounded, 
was information to which the public bad a right. But 
the mle was, we must not let the enemy know what 
was taking place, as if the enemy did not already 
know that Im bad fought « battle I 
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The oeoflor was not alwajt at hb poaL Al an 
aarly hour he wooU beoome thiiaijr or hiuigrjr, and 
would leave his office to aatisQr hia appetite; or ha 
would take a notion to patrooiae CSanterbniy Hall in 
the aftemooni and on more than one ocoaaion, dea- 
patehea would have to be aent to him at that undaaMe 
place to be inapected and ynM, before being tde- 
graphed for the afternoon papera. The changea in 
the cenaora were ftequent, and the appointmenti^ aa 
already obaenpedy were not alwaja made aa to fitneaa or 
competency. 

I called one evening on Mr. Lincoln, to learn the 
lateat newa. It waa ten o'clock, and he had juat re- 
turned from the War Department, and therefore waa 
duly adviaed of the condition of affiura in the South. 
He aaid hia mind had been much relieved by aacer- 
taining that, for the first time, Generals Grant and 
Banka (the former at Vioksburg, and tlie latter at 
Port Hudson) were now in communication. I made 
notes of his conversation, and mentioned to him that 
I intended to form them into a telegraphic despatch. 
''That 'a right,'' he aaid; '' the public ought to know 
good newa.'' And we parted. I innocently thought 
at that time, while iheroiwaa so much interest mani- 
feated in the army under Grant, at Vioksburg, that I 
had been peculiarly fortunate in getting an important 
item. Beadiing my office, I prepared a deapatoh to 
the following effixst: 
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IStrther Dapaieket from Otn. €frmii^Om.Joe J6h$uhHeim- 
caUroHng Droap$ to €peraie agnimi AIm— Chrmii abU to pnh 
feet Mwueff F^nmi cmd Rear. 

Two despatches were reoeired here Thnisdaj night from 
Mi^or-Oenend Orant> addressed to different gentlemen in high 
official positions. 

The despatches are dated Monday, 8th inst , — a mnch shorter 
time in obtaining adrices from Vicksburg than heretofore. 

An important iact^ and one which obTiates mnch anxie^, is 
derived from them, namely, — that General Grant was in com- 
munication with General Banks as late as the 4th inst, at 
which time Port Hudson was closely invested. 

General Grant repeats what is already known or believed, 
that General Johnston is concentrating troops with which to 
operate against him, and mentions a report that three divisions 
are moving from Genera] Bragg to reinforce Johnston. Gen- 
eral Breckinridge is known to have Joined him. 

Vicksburg is still closely invested. The si^ is progressing'' 
flivorably. 

The tone of the despatches is represented to be such as to 
show that Grant fears neither the enemy in his front nor in his 
rear. He will protect his lines at all hazards. 

It is presumed that he did not know at the date of his tele- 
gram, whether or not he was to be reinforced. 

The information inspires increased hope and confidence in 
the success of the siege. 

This despatch had, like all othefs, -to undergo oen- 
aoTship. The oeuaofi at the time, was a very young 
maUi who, appreoiating the importance of bia poeitioni 
** put on airs/' and assumed an undue degree of grav- 
itjr. He had a small room in the National Hotel, high 
up, badly lighted stairs, and at first somewhat di£S- 
oult to find. There he had on his tablei sdssors of 
▼arioos siassi a fhll rabk of psoS| several inkstands, a 
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was offered to be filed, and the ite^, as printed, were 
oarefullj compared. The verdict #as, that I was not 
phraseologicall/ correct The two did not agree in 
exact language, (although the fiicts stated were precisely 
the same ;) and, therefore, I had made a *' false issae,'' 
in saying that the censor had suppressed the despatch, 
as printed. The fact was, I wrote the second despatch 
with more care than I did tlie first ; and, instead of 
leaving out prepositions and articles, in the way of 
condensation, I put them all in. The two despatches, 
I repeat, were substantially alike, for I wrote them 
from the same notes. Mr. Lincoln, at that council of 
war, dosed the investigation by the recital of an anec- 
dote about a little boy. 

Another instance of censorial caution and astuteness:' 
Passing up Pennsylvania Avenue, on a Saturday 
night, I happened to meet one of General Wool's 
staff. My friend had just arrived from Frederick, 
Maryland, and had in his pocket an official communi- 
cation from his chief to the Secretary of War. He 
informed me that tliere was much alarm in Western 
Maryland, Lee and his army having invaded that 
State. He told me no more, because he had not yet 
ascertained the particulars. I immediately went to the 
telegraph office, to ''send off'' the fiict of invasion — 
making not more than twenty lines. The censor— 
not the young man who had vetoed my former com- 
munication, but a roan at that time well known to 
many persons in New York and elsewhere— looked 
at my despatch; then eaid, ''J2 writ gol^ ''Why 



1 

« I 
I J 

>ffl 

« I 

i 

\ 



324 



BfiOOLLECnON OF MEN AND THINGS. 



. 



expunged miioj a haimless paragraph fix>iii mere 
caprice. As I had no chance to make a saggestion to 
General MoClellan, with whom I never exchanged a 
wordy I in a low tone mentioned to this telegraph-man 
what it was ; but, for reasons best known to himself, 
he neglected to repeat it to the GeneraL It was, iu 
substance, that letters containing war-news which was 
declared '^ contraband '' bj the censor, appeared in 
Northern papers, and thence telegraphed to Louisville, 
and from that citj all the waj to Richmond, hj way 
of New Orleans I Now, I thought thai leak ought to 
be stopped, and that the stringency ought not to be 
confined to Washington. It appeared to me that the 
Southern agent at Louisville ought to be subject to the 
same iron rule that was applied to the Washington 
correspondents. In the course of time, the lines of 
communication between Louisville and Richmond 
were cut bj the events of the war. 

Some of the newspaper ofSces in this city were 
oftentimes invaded by detectives, or other ignorant 
persons detailed for duty, and the proof-sheets in- 
spected, and matter in the ^'form^ ordered to be 
removed. 

The Hon. Stephen A. Douglas died at Chicago, on 
the 3d of June, 1861. Mr. Lincoln had offered him 
an appointment as Brigadier-General in the Army. 
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Speeches were also made bj Meesn. Blair, Seward, 
and Caleb B. Smith, of the Cabinet. The remarks of 
Mr. Seward were eepeciallj received witli intense en- 
thusiasm. 

I m3rself| or rather mj hat^ was rapturously ap- 
plauded on that occasion. It happened thus : I went 
there to report the proceedings. The crowd below 
could not see the window from which persons passed 
to the platform. Cries had been made for '" Lincoln ; '' 
and, just about that time, I was on the point of step- 
ping upon the platform, to take a seat, when, mj hat 
only being seen by the crowd beneath, they evidently 
thought that the hat belonged to the Presidenty and 
that it was on the President's own head I The ap- 
plause was deafening. I made no bow of acknowledg- 
ment! butquietly stepped back into the room. 

After the war had progressed about a year, an en- 
terprising yoting man, who had been in his earlier 
years employed in an humble capacity in a State 
legislature, secured an interview with Mr. Lincoln. 
Possessed of much shrewdness, he proposed to visit 
Richmond, and obtain, for the use of the Govemmenti 
drawings of the various works of defence in the neigh- 
borhood of that city, number of men, caunon, etc. 
He stated his plans so dearly and confidently, that the 
President was willing to trust him. He wanted to 
know how the young man was going to reach Rich- 
mond without detection or arrest ''As an organ- 
grinder,'' the adventurer responded. The President 
thonght that this was a good disguise, and, at the sng- 
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Secretary Chase resigned September, 1864, and was 
succeeded by Hon. W. P. Fessenden as Secretary of 
tlie Treasury; Montgomery Blair's resignation was 
accepted in October, 1864, and William Dennison, of 
Ohio, was appointed Postmaster-General. Edward 
Bates resigned as Attomey-Oeneral, and was succeeded 
by James Speed, of Kentucky. Mr. £• M. Stanton 
was appointed Secretary of War in January, 1862, in 
the place of Mr. Cameron, resigned. Caleb B. Smith 
resigned his position of Secretary of the Interior in 
December, 1862, and was succeeded by John P. Usher. 
The Hon Caleb B. Smith, late Secretary of the Interior, 
and afterward United States district judge for the dis- 
trict of Indiana, died at his residence, early in July, 
1864. The Executive Departments were draped in** 
mourning in consequence of this event 

I pass over the intervening period of the war — the 
alternate defeMa and victories — the many anxieties 
concerning the safety of Washington, and the continu- 
ous calls for troops. They are all narrated in Frank 
Moore's '* Rebellion Record,'' and other works concern- 
ing the war. 

A despatch was received at Philadelphia, and tele- 
graphed to Washington, that our fleet had captured the 
oity.of Charleston. The two gentlemen who received 
the ^* good news," proceeded to the White House to 
communicate it to President Lincoln. It was abimt 
eleven o'clock at night, and Mr. Lincoln had gone to 
bed. The doorkeeper said the gentlemen could not, 
therefore, see him. Insisting upon an intervieWi and 
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President and tlie schoolmaster who taught him the 
rudiments of education, when the former was a little 
boy. Mr, Lincoln gave him a warm grasp of the 
hand that once wielded tlie birch or sceptre of autbor- 
ity over him. The jolly old pedagogue was delighted 
with the reception with which he met lie was tea 
years older thsa his former pupil. 

Mr. Lincoln never would, if he could help it, per- 
mit anybody to tell a better ntnry than himself. One 
day an elderly gentleman called to see him on busi- 
ness — to ask for an office. Before they parted, the 
President (old him a "little etory." It pleaac<l the 
visitor very much; and their joint bointeroiu laughter 
was heard by all m the ante-rooms, and beceme oon- 
togious. The elderly gentleman tliought he coul(l~' 
tell a better story; and did so. Mr. Lincoln wu 
delighted to hear it, and laughed immoderately at the 
narration. It was a good one, and he acknowledged 
that it "beat" his own. The next day he sent for bis 
new friend, on purpose, as it was afterwaivl found oat, 
to tell him a story, a better one than the gentleman 
had related. The gentleman answered this by a still 
better than he had previously furnished, and was, thus 
far, the victor over Mr. Lincoln. From day to day, 
for at least a week, the President sent for the gentle- 
man, and as oAen did the gentleman get the sdviD- 
faige of htm. But he was loth to surrender, and finally 
the President told the visitor a story, which the latter 
aoknowledgcd was the very beet he had ever heard, 
llie President thua got even with bis friend. He 
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coin recognized her. The petition being in propw 
form, occompaiiiod by the facta in the csee, Mr. Lin- 
coln extended the Executive clemency to tlie exient ha 
liftd promised; and the old lady went away happy, 
ehowering blessings upon the head of lier distinguiebed 

Three young men were arrested and tried in Balti- 
more OH rebel apiea. One of them waa from Kent 
' leland, Maryland, but his friends being intenaoly 
"Southern," would or could not lake the nccessruy 
oath to oecure passage to that city in order to inquire 
into his oonditioo. Tiiey, ho^vever, at the suggestion 
of a loyal resident of Washington, who happened to 
be on Kent Island, wrote a letter to ageatlenian here, 
requesting him to see the Pi-esident on the subject,*— 
This letter failed to reach its destination, tlie person 
to whom it was addressed being out of town. The 
citizen of Washington, to whom I have justaliuded, 
procured a note of intrmluction to Mr. Lincoln, and 
prooeedod to the White Houae with it. White there, 
alawyerfVom Philadelphia came in, sod, without muoh 
oereniony, began to speak to Mr. Lincoln like ui 
attorney before a magistrate, and he mentioned that 
another of the young men, his client, was willing to 
awear that he acted as a rel>el letter-carrier only for the 
purpose of gettingaway from the South. Mr. Lincoln 
said this was the first time in his life he hod heard of 
a man's own oath being offered to save his neck. Mr, 
Lincoln then looked at my friend, recently returned 
from Kent leland, at much as to say, " What ia your 
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While Mr. Lincoln traa generally cuurt«oas to news- 
paper correspondents, it is not known that he gave to 
any or them hia entire confidence. 

Whenever he did impart any item of news, especially 
relating to events of the war, he ivaa extremely cautious 
in his uajrrution, so that the exact fact« might be stated 
to the public. As a case in point: Ou one occasion an 
important telegram was received at the War Depart- 
ment, announcing a grand Unioa victory, but for some 
reason unexplained at the time, the Secretary was not 
disposed to communicate the particulars. Failing thua 
' to obtain them at the Department, several of the cor- 
respondents hastened t-i the Executive Mansion in order 
to secure the desired information from tlie President. 
The Cabinet meeting had just adjourned, and several 
of the members were leaving the room. The repre- 
kcntativei of the press had no sooner sent in their 
cards to him tbaa he welcomed them in a loud voioe, 
"Walk in, walk iu; be seated; take aeate." Be- 
fore they had time to announce the object of their 
visit, he remarked: "I know what you have oome for; 
yuu want to hear more about the good news. I know 
yon do. You gentlemen are Wecii of eceot, and always 
wide awake." Oue of them replied : " You have hit 
the matter precisely, Mr. President; tluit's. exactly 
what we want — the news." 

He was more thau ordinarily cheerful. As we had 
recently suffered a defeat hi battle, this latest intelli- 
gence of whioh he was in poeeeeeion evidently gave 
him much oomfbrt. Ue woe hnpjiy. 
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tnucli conoerned about at&irB; I can't sleep to-night 
without hearing something; come, go with me to the 
War Department, perhaps Stanton has eomething.'' 
Bo we went thither. We Iiad no Booner ascended to 
the second story, than a meesenger of the telegraph- 
office in that biiililing handed him a despatch, reading 
u followii, dated somewlierc in tlie Southwest: "A 
report has reached here that our troops at Viclcsburg 
bave been defeated, and our army dispersed." Mr. 
Inncoln read the telegram under the disadvantage of 
imperfect light. He was extremely nervous; his haoda 
and 1^ shook violently ; his &oe, upon which the gas 
■hone, wu ghastly. Hd again read the telegram, to 
fully satisfy himself of its purport. Turning to the 
writer of this article, he repeated, in (altering acoento, ' 
the substance of the telegram. "Bod news, b«d 
news," he added, in evident distreea, articulating slowly 
and with mournful emphonis. Then turning to mt, 
ho said, in an admonitory tone ; " Don'l lay am/thmg 
alovi Uiit — don't menlion it." "Mr. President, allow 
me to say one word." "Well, sir." "The despatch 
you have received mentions that the oommanication of 
disaster is founded on mere 'report' It does not oome 
from an army officer, or from any known responsible 
party. It is given as rumor; probably utt«red by 
some deserter as an excuse for leaving the field. At 
all sreats, the story laoka confirmation; and pleasa 
believe, aa we all know from observation, if not from 
experience, that more than one half of war rumors an 
false. And so it may be in this particular case." 
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a right to dispose of joar letter as yoo choose. Good 
day." The next fbrenooiii a seoond appUoation was 
made, bat with do better suooess. In the afternoon 
of the same day, however, I received a tel^^ram from 
Philadelphis, to the following effect: ''The Springy 
field letter of Mr. Lincoln appears in a New York 
afternoon paper — do jrou want it?'' ''Tes,'' I re- 
sponded, " send me all of it.'' At night the entire letter 
was received in Washington over the wires, and the 
next mombg appeared exdnsivelj in one of the 
Washington journals — the paper to which the Presi* 
dent was in the habit of first taming his attention. It 
appeared ss if comiiig from Chicago ; bat Mr. Lincoln 
had not noticed the date. He was sitting comfort- 
ably and calmly in his office, when he for the first' 
time saw his letter in print, before it wss read in the 
State Convention, — the same letter which he wss so 
fearfnl of being pnblished preroatarely I and for which 
reason he had declined to famish it to me. 

Bashing into the acting private secretary's office, 
he hastily and impatiently inquired how the agent got 
the copy of his letter — ''Who gave it to him?" eta 
The questions were asked in such quick succession that 
the alarmed secretary could merely respond that he 
did n't know, but that it was certain he did not obtain 
it there. Mr. Lincoln returned to his office,^ wondering 
"how the thing got out I" He afterward made inquiry, 
and found that the "premature publication'' was made 
by an enterprising editor, who spread it before his 
feadcn nearly a day in advance of its being read at 
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B VlOB-PBBBinEKOV — 
THB SBCOND IKAOOttlUTIOK — OOUIItED MEN FOB THB 

Finer TIME IM thb procesbiok — berekade BPEScuEa — 

PUBLIC RCJOICIHOB — THE AMABBIHATIOH — THB PABTICD- 

LABS concE&tiiNa IT— A KioHT or uokbou, eto. 



THE Republican Natiooal Coovention renominated 
Mr. Lincoln fnr the Presidency on the 8th of 
June, 1864, Bt Baltimore, and Mr. Andrew Johnson, 
for the Vice- Presidency. 

Dca|iBtchea were eent to the Presiflent, announcing 
the fact, but he wos alecnt from his official room in 
tlic Executive Mansion at the time, and therefore did 
not see tlicm. Some two or tliree hours aAerward, 
still ignorant of his own Domination, he called at the. 
War Deportment, and there accidentally saw a de~ 
spatt^h annoandng the nomination of Andrew Johnson 
for Vice-President, He expressed his surprise at 
" the curious action of the Convention," as it seemed 
to him that the Convention "got the cart before the 
horse." He was asked hj a tel^apb operalor whether 
he had seen B dupateh announcing his own nomina- 
tion for the Presidency. On saying he had not, he 
was informed that tho despatch had been sent to him 
at the White House. He then explained that prob- 
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Uuion Light Ooard. The crowd generally mintook 
the carriage of the President'B wife for that of the 
President, and under this delusion dieered it all along 
the route. 

The procession moved to the sound of cannon and 
the clangor of the bells. 

First came artillery and cavalryi next the corporate 
authorities, civic societies ; the Washington Fire De^ 
partment escorted a deputation of their Philadelphia 
brethren ; the fire-engines, trucks, and hose-carriages, 
being decorated witii flags and wreaths of flowers. 
Prominent in the procession was a moving platform, 
bearing a structure repifesenting the temple of Liberty, 
drawn by four horses, the several States typified by 
ladies. The model of a monitor was elevated on a 
platform, drawn by four white horses; sailors fired 
miniature cannon from the tnrrets. Following these 
were civic societies, the Republican Campaign Club, 
with insignia and banners ; a company of veteran re- 
serves ; a printing-press in operation, mounted on a 
platform, and drawn by four bay-horses ; two oompar 
nies of colored troops, a lodge of colored Odd-Fellows 
in regalia, (this was the first appearance of colored men 
in a Presidential procession,) and the Oiesboro Cav« 

alry. 

At all the street-comers, squads of horsemen were 
stationed, and a large police force kept the crowds in 
order. 

In the Senate chamber were members of Congress, 
Yioe-Admiral Farragut^ Migor-Generals Bank^ and 
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Hooker, the diplomatio corps, governors and ex-gov- 
ernors of States and Territories, the mayors of Wash- 
ington and (Georgetown, Heads of Departments, offioers 
who had received tlie thanks of Congress, Judges of 
the Supreme Court, and many others of prominence. 

When the procession reached the Capitol, President 
Lincoln was escorted into the Senate chamber, when 
Andrew Johnson took the oath of office, and delivered 
an address. 

A procession was formed of those in the chamber, 
and it proceeded to the eastern portico, where Presi- 
dent Lincoln delivered his second Inaugural Address, 
in which occurred these memorable words: ''Witli 
malice toward none, with charity for all, — with firm- 
ness in the right as Grod gives us to see the right, let 
us finish the work we are in, to bind up the nation's 
wounds, to care for him who shall have borne the 
battle, and for his widow and his orphans; to do ail 
which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace 
among ourselves and with all nations." 

The oath of office was administered by Chief-Jus- 
lice Chase. 

At the conclusion of the ceremonies, a salute was 
fired, the band struck up '' Hail to the Chief," and the 
thousands in attendance greeted the President with re- 
pented huzzas. 

The President was escorted back to the Executive ' 
Mansion, where he was welcomed by a multitude of 
friends. 

On the Monday following there was a grand inau- 
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guration bs!l kt the Patent Office, whioh was attended 
by the President and his wife. 

President Lincoln, accompanied b; Mrs. Lincoln, 
Senatora HarUn and Sumner, and others, paid a visit 
to City Point early in April, While there, the Presi- 
dent passed through the wards of the several hospitals, 
giving s word of comfort to the invalids. He loohed 
feeble, and was, for this reason, met with a remon- 
. stnuice from all the surgeons in chai^ for attempting 
the hand-shaking of several thousand of men ; but, in 
answer, he said, " Gentlemen, the wsr seems about 
over, and I must shake the hand of and say a good 
word to every brave fellow who has aided In ^e glo- 

Secretary Stanton, on the 9th of April, officially an- 
nounced the surrender of General Lee; and, in accord- 
ance with his order, a salute of two hundred guns was 
fired at the head-quarters of every army department, 
and post and arsenal in the United States, and at the 
military academy. West Point, on the day of the 
receipt of the order. 

Prcflident Lincoln, fiuding Petersburg evacuated, 
passed to that city, thenoe to Richmond in a row- 
boat, in company with Farragut and Porter. He met 
with a hearty greeting from his friends. AAer sitting 
for some minutes in the reoeption-room, whioh ten 
days bofere had been thronged with visitors to the 
fugitive Confederate President, he passed to other 
places of interest. 

My readers will reoolieot the feelings of joy with 
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lawfully oaptared it, and that it was therefore oure. 
I now request the band to play it.'' (Cheers.) 

The band then played ''Dixie." The President 
proposed '' three good, rousing cheers for Lieutenant- 
General Grant and all under his command." 

The proposition was responded to '' with a will." 
The President then proposed three more cheers for 
our gallant navy. The crowd jresponded as heartily 
as before, when the President bowed and retired. 
The crowd dispersed, moving away in different direc- 
tions, to call upon other officers of the Government. 

General Butler made a speech near Willard's Hotel 
to a delighted crowd. 

In the afternoon of the same day, between four and 
five o'clock, several hundred persons gathered before 
the Executive Mansion. Frequent calls were made for 
the President, who appeared merely to say, if the 
company had assembled by appointment, some mis* 
take had crept into their understanding. He had 
appeared before a larger audience than this one to-day, 
and would now repeat what he then said, namely i he 
supposed that, owing to the good news, there would 
be some demonstration, — ^he would prefer to-morrow 
evening, — when he should be quite willing, and, he 
hoped, ready to say something. He desired to be 
particular, because everjrthing he said got into print 
(Laughter.) Occupying the position he did, a mistake 
would produce harm, and therefore he wanted to be 
carefiil not to make a mistake. (A voicei ^^You 
have not made any yet'^ 
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punctunted. Onlj one word was miseifelled, and that 
was " collateral ," the President using only one I but 
two ('b. 

Mr. Lincoln's little son, Thwj., beld a candle for 
him while he read. The mcmlKra of his household 
occupied the adjacent windows lo listen to him. 

On the 13th of April there was a general illuniina- 
tion throut;liout the city, in commemoration of the 
Union victories, and the proajiect of general peace. 

This rejoicing, however, was e4Xiii turned to sorrow. 

On the night of iJie Hth of April, I was sitting in 
my uiRoe alone, everything <]uietj and having filed, 
OS I thought, my he', despatch, I picked up nn after- 
noon pagier, to eee what rapeeial news it contained. 
While looking over its columns, a hasty step was 
hoard at the entrance of the door, and a gentleman 
addressed me, in a hurried and eidted manner, in- 
forming me that the President had been assassinated, 
and telling me to come with him I I at first could 
Bcarcely believe the intelligence. But I obeyed th« 
summons. He had been to tlie theatre with a lady, 
and directly a^er the tragedy at that place, had 
brought out the lady, placed her at his side in hia 
carriage, and driven directly to me. I then first went 
to the telegraph ofBoe, sent a short "spcdsl," and 
promised soon to give the particulars. Taking a seat 
in the hack, we drove back to the tlieatre and olightedj 
the gentleman giving directions to the driver to oon> 
vey the lady to her home. 

The gentleman and myself procured an entrance to 
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to the Secretary's room, woa scarcely »ble to talk. 
We did all we could to get at the truth of the story, 
ond when we left the premises, had confused ideas of 
the eveite of the night. Ncit we went to the Presi- 
(leot'e houee. A military guard was at the door. It 
was then, for the first time, we learned that the Presi- 
dent had not been brought home. Vague nimort 
were in circulation that attempts had been made on 
the lives of Vice-President Johnson and others, bat 
they could not be traced to a reliable source. We 
returned to Mr. PeterKon's house, but were not peT> . 
mitted to make our way through the military guard 
to inquire into th) cotiditiou of the President. Nor 
■t that time wu it certainly known who was the u- 
Bosein of Preiident Lincoln. Some few persona taii 
he reeembled Booth, while others appeared to be oon- 
fident as to the identity. 

Returning to the office, I commenced writing a full 
account of that night's dread occurrences. While thua 
engnged, several gentlemen who had been at the thea- 
tre came in, and, by queationing them, I obtained 
additional particulars. A-aong my visi tore was Speaker 
Colfax, and as he wa* gOi"S to see Mr. Linooln, I 
asked him to give me a paragraph on that interesting 
branch of the subject At a subsequent hour, he did 
so. Meanwhile I carefully wrote my despatch, though 
with trembling and nervous fingers, and, under all tho 
exciting circumstances, I was aflerward surprised that 
I had Buooeeded in approximating so closely to all the 
facts in those dark transactions. The telegram is aa 
follows I 
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" A mllltarj guard was placed in front of the prirate reeidenoe 
to which the President had been conreyed. An immense 
crowd was in front of it^ all deeply anxious to learn the con- 
dition of the President It had been preriously announced 
that the wound was mortal, bat aU hoped otherwise. The 
shock to the commonitj was terrible. 

"At midnight the Cabinet went thither. Messrs. Samner, 
ColfiLx, and Famsworth; Jndge Cutis, Qoremor Oglesbj, 
General Meigs, Colonel Haj, and a few personal friends, with 
Burgeon-General Barnes and his immediate assistants were 
around his bedside. The President was in a state of syncope, 
totally insensible, and breathing slowly. The blood oosed 
from the wound at the back of his head. 

''The suigeons exhausted erery possible eflbrt of medical 
skill, but all hope was gon^ I .' 

" The parting of his fiimily with the dying President is too sad 
for description. The Prerident and Mrs. Lincoln did not start 
for the theatre until fifteen minutes after eight o'clock. Speaker 
Col&x was at the White House at the time, and the Prerident 
stated to him that he was going, although Mrs. Lincoln had 
not been well, because the pi^>eri had announced tliat General 
Grant and they were to be present^ and, as General Grant had 
gone North, he did not wish the andieooe to be disappointed. 

** He went to the theatre with apparent reluctance^ and uiged 
Mr. Col&x to accompany him ; but that gentleman had made 
other engagements, and with Mr. Ashmun, of Massachusetts, 
bade him good-bye. 

** When the excitement at the theatre was at its wildest height^ 
reports were drenlated that Seeretaiy Beward had also been 



' ''Rbpobtbd AsBAflStKATiOH OF Mb. Bswasd.— On reach- 
ing this gentleman's residence^ a crowd and military guard were 
found at the door, and on entering^ it was ascertained that the 
reports were true. 
^ Ererybody there was so excited, that soarody an intelligible 
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of the Pretident'i hooM, ancl a ttrong gnmid was alio ttationod 
there, manj penoos sappoeing that he would he hroaght to hia 
home. 

" The entire city to-night presents a scene of wild excitement 
accompanied by Tiolent expressions of indignation and the 
profoondflst sorrow. Many shed tears. The military anthori- 
ties hare dispatched mounted patrob in erery direction^ in 
order, if possible, to arrest the assassins. The whole metropol- 
itan police are likewise rigilant lor the same purpose. 

''The attacks, both at the theatre and at Secretary Seward's 
house, took place at about the same hour, ten o'clock, thus 
showing a preconcerted plan to sassssinste those gentlemen. 
Some eridences of the guilt of the party who attacked the 
Prrsident are in possession of the police. Vioe-Prerident 
Johnson is in this city, and his headquarteis are guarded by 
troops." 

It was aubflequently ascertained that when the as— 
saasin (Booth) jumped from the theatre-box to the 
stage, his spur struck the frame of a portrait of Wash- 
ington, used as a decoration beneath the balustrade 
of the box, and also tore the festooned national flag. 
Lower down, his spur scraped the ledge of the stage- 
box beneath. 

I can never forget the alarm and horror of that 
night The streets were crowded with persons, talk- 
ing over the startling and shocking events. It was 
ftared that a wide-extended conspiracy existed, and it 
was not known where the stroke would next fiJl. 
.Thousands of persons feared to retire to their beds. 
Meantime, military guards were stationed throughout 
the dtyi and mounted patrols were rapidly in motion. 
Reports were constantly made to head-quarters, to 
keep the authorities fblly advised of all movemeots. 
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nent offioen of the Government) called at Seoretaiy 
Seward'Si to inquire as to his condition. 

At the time of the attempted asBassination of Mr. 
Seward, he was an invalid, having met with an acci- 
dent on the 6th of April| the particulars of which are 
as follows : — 

He was about to start from, his house for a drive, 
accompanied by his son Frederick, Miss Fannj, his 
daughter, and Miss Titus, of Auburn. The door of 
the carriage being open, Mr. Seward ordered the 
driver to close it. The driver dismounted from his 
box, and with the reins in one hand he slammed the 
door with the other. The horses became restive, and 
started as the driver resumed his seat He again 
jumped off and attempted to hold them. Mr. Fred- 
erick W. Seward leaped from the carriage to assist 
the driver, but fell to the ground, and was unable to 
seize the reins. The horses ran round a comer swing- 
ing the driver, who still tightly held the reins. The 
horses went on madly, and Ixifore they ''got to the 
top of their speed,^ the Secretary jumped from the 
carriage, evidently thinking that he could maintain 
his footing, but he violently fell to the ground upon 
his right side, breaking his arm dose to the shoulder- 
joint, terribly bruising his fiux, and breaking his jaw- 
bone. He was insensible when carried to his home, 
where it was discovered that he was also ii^ursd in- 
ternally. Meanwhile, the ladies, with remarkable 
. presence of mind, remained in the carriage. Miss 
Seward had remonstrated against her fiOher's getting 
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out The hones were forced into an alley and driven 
against a brick wall, when the ladies qoidkly alighted, 
and the horses, *' brought to their senses,^ ran into a 
stable. 

Secretary Seward was soon visited by the members 
of the Cabinet and other prominent gentlemen. Mr. 
Frederick Seward had but recently recovered from a 
broken arm, caused by a fall from a carriage. 

On tlie morning of the 16th of April, at twenty- 
two minutes afler seven o'clock, Secretary Stanton 
telegraphed to lilajor-General Diz that the President 
had just died, and that there was evidence to show 
that J. Wilkes Booth was the murderer. 

During that forenoon, official notice was givmi to 
Vice-President Johnson by the Heads of the Depart- 
ments, when he appeared before Chief-Justice Chase, 
took tlie oath of office, and assumed the functions of 
the Presidency. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

TBS PBE8IDBN0T0F AKDEKW JOHVBOV — HIB ADDKBBBOH 
ASBUMIirO THB OPFICB — HIS FOUOT — FBBPABATIOV FOR 
THB FUVBRAL OF MR. UlTOOLH —THB OB8BQUIB8 AT THB 
BXBCUTIVB MAH8I0K— THB JOURVBT WITH THB RBMAmB 
TO OAR RIOGB OBMBTBBT, VBAR SFRUIOFIBLOy ILUV0I8 — 
THB TOICB FBOM THB TOMB, ETa 
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T twelve o'clock the President met the Heads of 
the Depurtmeots in Cabinet meeting, at the Trea- 
sury building. Among the business, the making of 
arrangements for the funeral of the late President was 
referred to the several Cabinet officers. 

The President formally announced that he desired 
to retain the present Cabinet, and requested them to 
discharge their respective duties in the same manner 
tts before the deplorable event that had changed the 
head of the Government 

All business in the Departments was suspended for 
the day. 

President Johnson made a brief speeoh| saying, he 
was almost overwhelmed by the announcement of the 
sad event He felt incompetent to perform the duties, 
so important and responsible as those which had been 
so unexpectedly thrown upon him. As an indication 
of any poliey, which might be pursued by him in the 
administration of the Government, he had to say that 
must be left for development as the administration 
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honoreil dead was obtaioed by ascending the raised 
atepsof the catafalque. 

The watchers irere several general army officers and 
Btaff captains. 

On the morning of the funeral, thouBands of persons 
resorted to the "White Houae premiseB. In order to 
prevent confusion and overcrowding, tickets of Hdmi»- 
sion were isaued to the East Room, There assembled . 
the new President and the Cabinet, [with the exrep< 
tion of Mr, Seward,) chiefs of bureaus, offiix'rs of the 
army and theuavy.governon of Slates, foreign Minis- 
ters, members of Congress, and others of distinction, 
Mrs. Lincoln's retaCives were present, namely : Dr. 
Lyman Beechor Todd, General John B, S. Todd, C. 
M. Smith, and N. W. Edwards, the late Prcaideiit's 
brother-in-law; alitoCaptainRol^rt Lincoln and "little 
Tad" Lincoln, his sons. Mrs. Lincoln did not enter 
the East Room, or follow the remains. 

It was a deeply interesting spoetacle. Here was the 
murdered Preeident, surrounded b7 the highest officers 
of our land and by the representatives of the pnnoi))al 
nations of tbsirorld. All hearts wore caturally bowed 
with porrow, and stricken with grief. 

Bishop Simpson mode the prayer, a chapter from 
the Bible was read, and then the Rev. P. D, Gurley 
delivered theibn«ral address. 

The solemn ceremonies concluded, a proceeeion was 

. formed and eecorted the remains to the rotunda of the 

Capitol, bells meantime tolling. In the cortege was 

Mr. Lincoln's favorite borBe,an athletic, spin ted animal. 
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from Washington to Oak Ridge Cemetery, near Spring" 
field, Illinois. At places where we tarried for a day or 
a nighty the oofBn was always removed to its temporary 
resting-plaoe under military arrangenient| accompanied 
by funeral dirges. The &oe exposed to publio vieW| 
countless thousands looked upon it| though but for a 
&w moments in the passing throng. Those who had 
never seen Mr. Lincoln in life, now saw him in the 
stem and shuddering reality of death. 

On the 26th of April, Secretary Stanton telegraphed 
to Major-Generol Dix that Booth and Harold were 
pursued into Maryland, chased into a swamp, from St. 
Mary's county to Gamett's farm. The bam in which 
they took reftige was fired. Booth endeavored to make 
his escape, but was shot, by Sergeant Boston Corbetty" 
in the head, while holding in his hand a six*barrelled 
revolver, and died after lingering three hours. And 
the next day he. telegraphed to tlie same gentlemani 
that Booth's body, and Harold who had surrendered| 
were both in Washington. 

We wereat Buffalo when we received this intelligence. 

Arriving at Springfield, the corpse was placed in the 
Capitol, whcrci as at other places on the route, the 
greatest care was taken of it, and abundant hospitalities 
extended to tlioee who had accompanied it from Wash- 
ington. 

• It was here that the embalmer soldered on the lid, 
thus closing from sorutinyy forever, the features of one 
so familiar in that city. The face had considerably 
withered| the flesh adhering doeely to the bonesy and 
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Capital, to be inaagnrated as President of the United 
States. We had seen him Ijing in state, in the Exec- 
utive Mansion, uhere the obsequies were attended hy 
numerous moiirDere, some of them clothed with the 
highest public bunors aud res[Kinsibi1it]e8 which onr 
Republican institutions can bestow, and by the diplo- 
matic rcpresentatSvca of foreign governments. 

Wo had foIlowGtl the remains from Washington, 
through Baltimore, Hnrrisburg, Fhiladelphia, New 
York, Albany, BufTalo, Cleveland, Columbufl, Indian- 
apolis, and Chicago, to Springfield, a distance, circui- 
tously, of from fifteen hundred to eighteen hundred 
miles. On the route, millions of people had appeared 
to manifest, by every means of which they were capa-__ 
Me, the deep sense of the public loss, and iheir appre- 
ciation of the many virtues which adorned the eharoo 
tcr of Abraham Lincoln. All closncs, without distinc- 
tion of politics, sjiontaneously united in the posthumous 
honors ; all hearts seemed to beat as one at the bereave- 
ment. The funeral prooessions ended with our duty 
of escorting the mortal remains of Abraham Lijicoln 
to Oak Ridgfl Cemetery. We saw them deposited in the 
tomb. The bereaved friends, with tearful eyes and 
grief-stricken hcnrls, turned their faces homeward, 
ever to remember the nlfecting and impressive scenes 
which they had witnessed. The injunction, so often 
repeated on the way, " Bear him gently to his rest," 
had been obeyed ; and the great heart of the Nation 
throbbed heavily _at the portal of tho tomb. 



CHAPTER XX. 
nmrairr johiibon's ovncB nmpoBARiLT m tuB tsxa- 

SDBT DBFABTUEHT — BBJECTIOM BT HIM Ot A PBESENT — 
THBTBIltOFTHBOOUBPIRATOM— THBTEBTIMOKTBHOW- 
IXO WHAT TOOK PLACB IK THE BtAOB BOX AT THB TtUB OV 
THB ASBABBIMATIOII, AKD THB BCENE AT THE BODBB OF 
SBCBErABYBBWARD — BBOOVEBYOF THB BECBETABY ABD 
BUBOW FKBDERICK — DEATH OF UB8. BEWABD — TBIAL 
AVDOOmiOTIONOF WIBI,THB AHDERBOBTILLE JAII.XB — 
. JOHH B. SUBBATT, ETC 

MRS. LINCOLN ooDtiiiuing in ocoupation of the 
White House, where she remaiaed for some 
weeks, President Johnaoti tnitiBacted business and 
received visitors at iiis rooius in tlie Treasury Depart- 
ment. 

To tliBt place numerous dclcgntions reaoil^d to ten- 
der their r^ret at tlie event which liad thrown the 
nation into mourning, and to express their best wishes 
for a prosperauB and liappy administration of aGGtirs. 

During the month of Any, 1866, a n umber of prom i- 
neat citizens of New York wrote President Johnson 
a letter, propoeing to present to him a span of horses 
M a token of their appreciation of his fidelity to his 
country; but he declined to receive them, saying in 
leply, solely from conviction, that it was improper in 
tbon occupying high official position to receive prs»- 



-_^r —u^j 



366 



RROOLLECriON OF MEN 



ents. He nevertheless expressed his thanks to his 
kind and loyal friends for their good intentions. 

On the Ist of May, 1866, the President issued an 
executive order, commencing with a recitation of the 
Attomey-Grenerars opinion that the persons implicated 
in the murder of the late President Lincoln, and the 
attempted assassination of the Honorable William H. 
Seward, Secretary of State, and in an alleged conspi- 
racy to assassinate other officers of the Federal. Gov- 
ernment at Washington, and their aiders and abettors, 
were subject to the jurisdiction of and lawfully triable 
before a military commission, and ordering the trial to 
take place. ' 

The commission met at the Washington Arsenal on 
Monday the 8th of May. 

The charge against David E. Harold, George A. 
Atecrodt, Lewis Paine, Michael O'liQUghliUy Edward 
Spangler, Samuel Arnold, Mary E. Surratt, and Sam- 
uel A. Mudd, was as follows: 

** Charge, — For maliciotisly, unlawfVilly, and traitorotisly, 
and in aid of the existing armed rebellion against the United 
States of America, on or before the 6th of March, ▲. D. 1865, 
combiningr, oonfoderating, and conspiring together with one 
John H. Burratt, John Wilkes Booth, JeflerMn Davis, George 
N. Sanders, Beverly Tucker, Jacob Thompson, William 0. 
Cleary, Clement 0. Claj, Qeorgo Harper, George Yonng, and 
others unknown, to kill and murder, within the Militarj 
Department of Washington, and within the intrenched lines 
thereof, Abraham Lincoln, late^ and at the time of said com- 
bining, confederating, and conspiring, President of the United 
States of America, and comnuoider-in-clilef of the army and 
nary thereof; Andrew Johnson, now Vice-President of the 
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about half-post eleven o'clock on the 14th of April, 
his brother^ James R. Ford| told him that the Presi* 
deiit had engaged a box for that night John Wilkes 
Booth was at the theatre about half an hour afler-' 
ward. He did not know that the fiict of the Prebi- 
dent's going to the theatre that night was communi- 
cated to Booth, but he thought it was very likely he 
found it out while there. 

Major Henry R. Rathbone gave the following tes- 
timony : ''On the evening of the 14th of April last, at 
about twenty minutes past eight o'clock, I, in com- 
pany with Miss Harris, left my residence, and joined 
the President and Mrs. Lincoln, and went with them 
in their carriage to Ford's Theatre. On reaching the 
tlieatre, when the presence of the President became 
known, the actors stopped playing, and the band 
struck up ' Hail to the Chief,' and the audience rose 
and received him with vociferous cheering. The 
party proceeded along in the rear of the dress-circle, 
and entered the box that had been set apart for their 
reception. On entering the box, there was a large 
arm-chair, that was placed nearest the audience, far- 
thest from the stage, which the President took and 
occupied during the whole of the evening, with one 
exception, when he got up to put on his coat, and re- 
turned and sat down again. When the second scene 
of the third act* was being performed, and while I was 
intently observing the proceedings upon the stage, 
with my back toward the door, I heard the discharge 
of a pistol behind me, and, looking round, saw through 
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the door was opened* Several peraonsy who repre- 
sented themselves as surgeons^ were allowed to enter. I 
saw there Colonel Crawford, and requested him to 
prevent other persons from entering the box. I then 
ret^imed to the box and found the surgeons examin- 
ing the President's person. They had not yet dis- 
covered the wound. As soon as it was discovered, it 
was determined to remove him from the theatre. Ha 
was carried out| and I then proceeded to assist Mrs. 
Lincoln^ who was intensely excitcd| to leave the theatre. 
On reaching the head of the stairS| I requested Mi^or 
Potter to aid me in assisting Mrs. Lincoln across the 
street to the house where the President was being con- 
veyed. The wound whidi I had received had been 
bleeding very profusely, and on reaching the housCi 
feeling very faint from the loss of blood, I seated my- 
self in the hall, and soon after fiunted away, and was 
laid upon the floor. Upon the return of conscious- 
ness, I was taken to my residence. In a review of 
the transactions it is my confident belief, that the time 
which elapsed between the discharge of the pistol and 
the time when the assassin leaped from the box, did 
not exceed thirty seconds. Neither Mrs. Lincoln nor 
Miss Harris had left their seats." 

A bowie-knife, with a heavy seven-inch blade, was 
exhibited to the witness, stains of blood still being 
upon the blade. He said this knife might have made 
a wound similar to the one he received. ** The assassin 
held the blade in a horixontal position, I think, and 
the nature of the wound would indicate it: it came 
down with r sweeping blow fit>m above.'^ 
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hear the man say Bnj'thiDg during tbU time. I afUrward 
examined the wounds, and found one catting hU face 
from the right cheek down to tlie neck, and a cut on 
hia neck, which might have been made by the same 
blow, as Mr. Seward was partially Bitting in bed at the 
time ; and another on the left side of the neck. Those 
were all I noticed, but there may have been more, as 
it was all bloody when I saw it. Mr. Seward received 
all hia stabs in bed ; but after tlie man was gone, and 
I went back to the bed, I found that be had rolled 
out, ajid was lying on the fioor. I did not see Mr. 
Frederick Seward down on the floor; the Srst I saw of 
him was afler the man wag gone; when I came back into 
the room, he was inside the door, standing up. The 
man went down-stairs immedialely aft«r he unwounJ"' 
his arm from round my neck, and etnick me with hiB 
fist. I did not tee him encounter Major Setvard." 

Major Augustus Seward testified : "I am the son 
of the Hon. William H. Seward, Secretary of Stale, and 
was at his home in this city on the night of the 14tb 
of April. I saw that large man (pointing to Payne) 
with no ooat on at my father's house tliat night, t 
retired to bed at half-past seven on the night of the 
14th of April, with the understanding that I was to 
be called about eleven o'clock to sit up with my 
i&ther. I very ehortly fell asleep, and so remained 
until awakened by the screams of my sister, when I 
Jumped out of bed and ran into my father's room in 
my shirt and drawers. The gas in the room wax 
turned down rather low, and I saw what appeared to 
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ma to be two* men, one trying to hold the other at tha 
foot of my father's bed. I aeuEed hy the dothea od 
his breast the person who was held, supposing it waa 
my ftther, delirious, but immediately on taking hold 
of him I knew, from his siae and strength, it was not 
my fiither. The thought then struck me that tha 
nurse had become delirious sitting up there, and waa 
atriking about the room at random. Knowing the 
delieate state of my father, I shoved the personi of 
whom I had hold, to the door, with the intention of 
getting him out of the room. While I was pushing 
him, he struck me five or six times on the forehead 
and top of the head, and once on the left hand, with 
what I supposed to be a bottle or decanter that he had 
seised from the table. During this time, he repeated, 
in an intense but strong voice, the words, * Vm mad, 
I'm mad I' On reaching the hall, he gave a sudden 
turn and sprang away from me, and disappeared down 
stairs. When near the door of my father's room, as 
I was pushing him out, and he came opposite where 
the light of the hall shone on him, I saw that he was 
a very large man, dark, straight hair, smooth face, no 
beard, and I had a view of the ez{>resBion of his coun- 
tenance. I then went into my room and got my 
piatol. It may have possibly taken me a minute, as 
it waa in tha bottom of my carpet-bag, to find it. I 
then ran down to the firont door, intending to shoot 
tha persoui if he attempted to return. While stand- 
ing at the door, the servant boy came back and said 
tiia man had ridden off on a horse, and that he had 
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Attacked the peraons in the house with h knife. I 
then realized, for the firat time, that the man waa an 
aiisnssin, who had entered the house for tho purpoM 
of murdering my &ther. I sup)>o»e it was five min- 
utes before I went bock to luy father's room. Quite a 
large crowd came amurnl tlie door. I sent for the 
doctors, and got somebody to keep the crowd off be- 
fore I went to bis room. It might not have beeo five 
minut«fl, but certainly three, before I got back, I 
think near Sve. I was injured pretty hadly myself, I 
found when I got up-etairs again. AlUr my father's 
wounds were dreeeed, I siippoee about an hour, and 
aticr my own head had been bandaged, I went id 
and saw my father, and found that he had one very 
large gosh on his right check, near the neck, besides 
a cut on his throat on the right-hand side, and one 
under tlie left ear. I did not examine my brother's 
wouTida; in fact, I went into his room but for a 
short time that night I did not know how badly 
hurt he was. The next day he was insensible and 
so remained, and it was four or five days before I 
saw what his wounds were. I found then that he 
hod two wounds, one on the eralp, that was open to 
the brain, and another one over the ear. After the 
pieces of fractured ekull were taken out, it left; the 
covering of the brain open. It was suoh a wound 
that I should have supposed could have been made 
with a knife, but the surgeons seemed to think it was 
mode by the hammer of a pistol. I heard that n 
pistol was picked np in the house, but I did not 
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Bide. I put mj fingen into the wound, to see whether 
it had penetrated the lungs. I found that it had not, 
but I could put mj fingers probably two and a half 
inches or three inches deep. Apparently, there was no 
internal bleeding. The wound seemed to be an inch 
wide, so that the finger could be put in very easily and 
moved all around. It was bleeding then very fresh 
to all appearances, probably it was not fifteen or tvrenty 
minutes since the stab had occurred." 

In the cross-examination, he said : ** I saw terror in 
tlie expression of all Mr. Secretary Seward's family, 
evidently expecting that his wounds were mortal. I 
examined the wounds, and immediately turned round 
to the family, and said: 'I congratulate yon all that 
the wounds are not mortal ; ' upon which Mr* Seward 
stretched out his hands, and received his fiunily, and 
there was a mutual congratulation." 

The entire story is too long to be told in this book, 
but it appeared from the testimony of Samuel K. 
Chester, an actor, that on the Friday previous to the 
assassination, he saw Booth in New York. Booth 
exclaimed to him, ''What an excellent chance I had 
to kill the President, if I had wished, on Inauguration 
day I " Booth spoke of the plot to capture the Presi- 
dent, not to assassinate him, and to take him to Bich- 
mond. The affiiir, he said, fiiiled, owing to some par- 
ties backing out. 

The testimony clearly showed this hcL There were 
abundant opportonities for making a capture, as Pres- 
ident Lincoln sometimes passed alone through the 
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execution by the proper militarj anthoritj, under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of War, on the 7th day of July, between 
the houn of ten o'clock a. m., and two P. if. of that day. It 
la fbrther ordered that the prisoners, Samuel Arnold, Samuel 
A. Mudd, Edward Bpangler, and Michael O'Laughlin be con- 
fined at hard labor in the Penitentiaiy at Albany, New York, 
during the period designated in their respectiTe sentences." 

The four iiret mentioned were aooordingly hung on 
the day named, and the place of oonfinement, as to the 
four last mentioned, was changed to 'Hhe military 
prison at Dry Tortugas, Florida." Spangler was sen- 
tenced for six years, the others for life. O'Laughlin 
died at thdt prison during the present year. 

The bodies of Booth, Atzerodt, Payne, Harold, and 
Mrs. Surratt, were buried on the arsenal grounds. .. .^ 

On the 24th of May, during the trial of the con- 
spirators, there was a grand review of Sherman's army. 
They had juait reached here from the South, since their 
hundred days' tramp from ''Chattanooga to the sea." 
The war-worn veterans, as they passed through our 
streets, were repeatedly cheered, and their officers 
loaded down with bouquets and wreaths of flowerSi 
presented to them by the admiring ladies. 

On the 2dd of August, 1866, a s|)ecial military 
commission was appointed for the trial of Henry 
Wirz, charged with maliciously, wilfully, and traitor- 
ously, and in aid of the then existing armed rebellion 
against the United States of America, on or about the 
first day of March, 1864, and on divers other days 
between that day and the lOth of April| 1866, com- 
bining, confederating, and conspiring together with 
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John H. Winder, Richard B. Winder, Joo^h Whitc^ 
W. S. Winder, R. R. Stevenson, and othen unknown, - 
to injure the health and destroy' the lives of soldiers 
in the military service of the United States, then held 
and being prisoners of icar wiUiin tlie lines of the ao- 
oalled Confederate Sbites, and in the militarf priMiw 
thereof, to the end that the armies of the United 
States might be weakened and impaired. 2. UutdCT 
in violation of the laws and customs of war. 

The prisoner put in a plea in abatement as to 
Jurisdiction. 

This trial exhibited the details of the ahocking onn- 
dition of the Andersonville prison, of which Captain 
Wirs waa in charge. 

He was found guilty on the charges and specifica- 
tiona, with some modificationB. Thefiret wasamended, 
BO as to include Jefferson Davie, James A. Seddoo, 
Hnwell Cobb, John H. Winder, Richnnl B. Winder, 
Isaiah H. White, W. S. Winder, W. Shelby Reed, R. 

R. Stevenson, 8. P. Moore, Kerr, late hospital 

steward at AndorsonviUe, James Duncan, Weeley W. 
Turner, Benjamin Harris, and others unknown, in the 
design to injure tlie health and destroy the lives of sol- 
diers in the military service of the United Slates. 

Mr, Henry G. Hayes, the reporter, prepared Cap- 
tain Wirz's defence, ot the instance of the prisoner. 
Win claimed, as a self-eviilent projKwition that he, a 
subaltern, merely obeyed the 1^1 orders of his supe- 
riors in the discharge of his oiEaial duties, and could 
not In held mponnble for the motives which diotatn) 
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such orders; and, if he overstepped them, violatiof; 
. the laws of war, and outraging humanity, he should be 
tried nad punished according to the measure of his 
uflcnoe. He concluded an follows : 

" The statt^mrnt, which I now- cIom, will probably ranrive 
me uid jon alike. It will aUuid an a complete wuwer to alt 
the mam or minreprisentntiDii hraped upon Die. May Qod no 
direct And enlighten ynu Id ]ri>ur deliberations that yoor repa- 
tation for Impartialitf and justice may be upheld, my character 
vlndicaUd, sni] the few ;ean ol my natural life spared to my 
helpleu family." 

Judge- Ad vocate-Genernl Holt, ia a review of the 
trial, said, the proof under the second «lmrge showed 
that some of our Aoldierx, for mere attempts to escape 
from their opprc88on>, were given to ferocious dogs to 
be torn to pieces ; timt others wore confined in stockM 
■lid cliainfl till life yielded to the torture, and that 
others were wantonly shot down at Wirz'a bidding or 
by his own hand. I'he Anderacnville prison records 
contain a roster of over thirteen thouwind dead, buried — 
naked, maimed, and putrid — in one vast scpulrhrc. 
Of these, a surgeon of the rebel army, who was on 
duty at this prison, (csliSeil that at least three fourths 
died of the treatment inflicted on them while in con- 
finement} and a surgeon of our own army, who was a 
prisoner there, statnl that four fiftlts died from this 
cause. 

The President of the ITniled Stales approved the 
Audings and sentence of the Commission. 

Captain Wirt, in ooonrdance with them, was hung 
in the Old Copitol prison-yard, on the lOtb day of 
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14Ui of April, attacked and laceratc<l him with a 
lu^ knife. The Secretary, when Paine came into 
hie room, wu dosing, but, wimenhat arouset) by hU 
footsteps, opened his eyes, Riid (as he related to 
friends) nw, witlioiit aUnn, the man come near liie 
bed, at if to take a sent upon it. He wns in a very 
weak and dreamy condition. He heard his daughter, 
f^nny, who was in the room, Bcretun. And this was 
all he recollected. Two of the watchere were also 
injured by Paine's knife, one of them, Mr. Hansell, 
attached to the State Department, receiving; a severe 
atab in his shouldor. The Secretary entirely recov- 
ered from his injuries. Mr. Frederick W. Seward 
■uflered for a much longer time than his father. A 
piece of his skull-bone had lo be removed. A voyage 
to the West Indies evidently improved his physical 
oondi^ion. The father and son, who were brought so 
near the grave by the hand of the rufliian, are, at the 
time of the writingof this notice, (the 20th of Novem- 
ber, 1868,) now actively engaged in the tnuisaotion of 
offidal business, with as much ohecrfulneM and appa- 
rent good health as at any time before the attempted 
UBBSsi nation. 

In June, Mrs. Seward, the wife of the Secretary of 
State, died in this city. Her remains were conveye<l 
to Auburn, New York, The shock to her nerves, 
by the terrible events of the I4th of April, doubtless 
hastened her de*th. 
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AMOKG the first acts of Preudent JiAiwon 
Administntioo, were: An order from him n 
Ueving "all loyal citizens and well-diapoaed perMi 
residing in ineurractionary States from nnneccmi 
eommerdAl restrit^ions, and to eocountge them to n 
tarn to peaceful pursuits ; to re-establish the authoril 
of the United States, aud execute the laws williin tt 
limits known as the Slate of Virginia ; a proclami 
tioa declaring equality of rights with all mariUn 
nadons; proclemationa of amnesty, with founeai e: 
eeptionai classes; the reecinding of the blockade; ai 
nulling the suspension of the liaheas corpus; an ordi 
that in appointments to pEBce in the several Executit 
DefNrtmenta of the Genera! Governraent, aiid tl 
various branches of the public servioe oouneoted wit 
the departmeotB, "preference should be g^ven to sut 
meritorious and honorably discharged aoldiers an 
nilorj, particularly those who had been disabled b 
woands received or diseases contracted in the Hoe o 
dw^, ts might pOGseM the proper qualifications ;" ■ 




f 



-.-jiyj'^ 



r- " T' I r ■ J TinM M - «*.i4;. ^. fi-" 



/ 



384 



RBCOLUSCriOK OF M£K 



order, that heretfter, whenever offeooes oommitted by 
oivilians were to be tried where dvil tribunals were 
in existence which could try them, their cases were 
not authoriced to be and would not be brought before 
courts-martial or commissions ; a proclamation (April 
2, 1866,) announcing that the rebellion had ended, 
and in September, 1867, extending full pardon, with 
a few exceptions,to those who had been engaged in it. 

On the 9th of May, 1866, the President inaugu- 
rated his poIi<7 of reconstruction by appointing Wil- 
liam W. Holden Provisional Governor of North Caro- 
lina, with power to prescribe rules and regulations for 
** convening a convention,^ for the purpose of altering 
or amending the Ck>nstitution of that State, and in June 
he appointed like Provisional Governors for Missis- 
sippi| Georgia, Texas, Alabama, and South Oarolinai 
and (in July) Florida, for similar purposes. The 
Provisional Governors at once commenced the duties 
prescribed. Delegations from those States, or the Gov- 
ernors themselves, came to Washington for consulta- 
tion. They appeared to be happy in view of the 
practical restoration of their respective States to the 
Union. Congress, soon after the assembling in De- 
cember, 1865, expressed their dissent from the Presi- 
dent's policy and plan, and appointed a joint Com- 
mittee on Beconstruction. The Committee examined 
many witnesses. The result of their labors is com- 
prised in a volume of seven hundred and seventy-five 
printed oolavo pages. 

This report shows that the Southern States, a^ the 
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-eloM of the Kbellion, were in a Btate of atbet exhaiM- 
' tioo lod oomplete anarch/, without goveraments and 
witbont the power to frame goveraments, exoeptiDf 
by " the [MrroiHion of those who had been auennht 
in the war." Tlie President, tn the prodimatioM 
nader wliSoh be appointed Provisional Governora, and 
in his various oommunicadons to them, had, the Cooh 
mittee said, recognized the &ct, that the people of tboM 
States were, when the rebellion was crushed, dq>riv«d 
of all civil goveruntent, and must proceed to organiw 
anew. As President of the United Slates, fae bad no 
power, except to execut« tlie lawv>f the land as CbidP 
Magistrate. The conclusion of the Committee wa^ 
that " the so-called Confederate SUtes are not, at pres- 
ent, entitled to representation in the Coogroaa of tba 
United Stales; that, before allowing such repreeenta- 
tion, adequate security for future peace and aafet^ 
should be required; that this can only be found in 
su<^ changes of the organisation as sliall determine tha 
civil rights and privileges of all citiiena in all parbiof 
ibe Republir, shall place representation on an equilabla 
basis, shall tix a stigma upon treason, and protect tba 
loyal people against future claims for the expenses 
incurred in support of the rebellion and for the manu- 
mitted slaves, together witli an express grant of power 
in Congress to enforce those provisions. 

The Prerident, in his first annual message, gave hia 
reasons lor appointing Provisional Goveraora, and liia 
opinion, that "the States attempting to eeoeds plaoad 
elves in a condition wher« their vitality wit 
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inipnired, but not extinguished — their functions stu- 
pended, but not destroyed." He concluded by uijing, 
" from the BufTerings which have attended them, (the 
Bonthern States,) during our late struggle, let us look 
away to the future, which is sure to be laden for them 
with greater proepcn'ly than has ever before been 
known. The removal of the monopoly of slave labor 
is a pledge that those rt^ions will be peopled by a 
numerous and enterprising population, which will vie 
with any in the Union in oompoctness, inventive ge- 
nins, wealth, and industry." 

* In the same month, the President sent to Congress 
the report of General Grant, who eaid, " I am satisfied 
that the ninss of thinking men of the Sonth accept tba^ 
present flituation of afTaira in good faith;" and fur- 
ther OR, "My observations lead me to the conclusion, 
that the citizens of the Southern States are anxious to 
return to self-government within the Union, oa soon 
as possible ; that wliile reconstructing, they want and 
require protection from the Government; that they 
are in earnest in wishing to do what they think is 
required by the Government, not humiliating to them 
as citizens, and that if such a course were pointed out, 
they would pursue it in good failh. It is to be re- 
gretted that there cannot be a grenter commingling at 
this time between the citizens of the two sections, and 
particularly of those i»trusl«d with the law>making 
power." 

The President soon found that the party which 
elected him did not like his "politty," and hence thcj 
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vigoroaal/ >BMiIed him. H« niAiii 
ud proved Rvrtsni lo hie tnmt, a 
were now foraaqst in ueailiitg lui 
the rioUtora of the ConstiUitioa. 
tu the ootnmittec who pnseoted hii 
of Uk pmnedings or tlie Philadel 
Convention of the I4lh of Augusl 
•een CongRsa grw^naily encrcMcb 
coofttiuitionsl rights, ami violate i 
month a(i^ n^ontb, /iindaRiental 
Govern iDCnt," and thin iraa repcato 
elaborated, in his Eub^^qucnt speech 
■t the N«w York lianqiiet, he n 
helped mj distinguished friend on 
Grant, to fight the rcliels Soiilb, 
whipped them at one end of the lini 
you, that I am for whipping them i 
the line." 

CoRgTMB eHgnged in the work 
men's Bureau, District of Colunibi 
Teour«^fOfiicc,and RcronstruclioD 
tiw Prwiileiit, from time to time, 
CoDgrett finally paffie^l over his i 
(uatrafv notwithstanding." Tbui ( 
and oontinued. 

Tbe following diatigcs in the C 
Uay IS63, Jomea Harlan, of low 
of the Interior, in tlie place of ill 
O. H. Browning, of Illinois, suooi 
rcngaed, in July, 1866 ; Henry Sc 
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Jamea Speed, resigned, as Attorney-General, and A. 
W, Randall, of Wisconsin, vice William Dcnnison, 
resigned, in Jul)', 1866, ns Pnstroaster-Gencral. 

On the 6tli of August, 1 867, the President informed 
}Ir. StAnton, that " public conttidenitjona of a high 
character constrained" faira to say, that his resignation 
OS Secretary of War wonid be acceptetl ; but Mr. 
StAnton, from like " consideration h," said he would 
net resign the office before the next meeting of Con- 
gre«s. On the 12tb of the same month the President 
suspended him, and "authorized and empowered" 
Qeneml Gmnt to a^t as Secretary of War id iulerim. 
General Grant, in notifying Mr. Stanton of his accep- 
tance, said : '' I cannot let the opportunity pass widi-" 
out expressing to you my appreciation of the ceal, 
patriotism, firmness, and ability, with which yon have 
ever dischargetl the duties of Secretary of War." 

Mr, Stanton thou wrote a letter to t)ie President, 
denied his right, under the Constitution and lan-s, witJi- 
ont the advice and consent of the Senate, and without 
1^1 cause, tn RU8i>end liim from office : but, inanmuch 
U the general coiantanding the armies hod been ap- 
pointed ad inttrim, and had notified him that he had 
■ooepted the appointment, he had no alternative " but 
to submit, under protest, to superior force." 

Mr. Stanton, in his letter to General Grant, said; 
"You will please accept my acknowledgment of the 
kind terms in which you have notified me of your ao- 
oeptAUce of the President's Bp))ointment, and my cor- 
dial reoiprocation of the sentiments expreeeed." 
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The Senate, id Juiuuy fbllowing, c 
ooatinuing eevenl <)ay«, and pamed 
cUring they did Dot concur in the m 
Stanton from office. Thia was on i 



Copies of the resolution wetv acni 
the President, General Grant, and Se 

General Grant wrote a note to tlie I 
ing hini that hia functions as Seen 
tnfrrim oeaaed from the moment he i« 
tioo of the Senate, He acoordingly 
office, and Mr. Stantun resumed his <i 

On the 21at of Febntary, the Pr 
the Senate that, "hy virtue of the pot 
vested " in him "by the Coiistilutic 
had removed Mr. Stanlon from (he oi 
of War, and designated General Loi 
Sei-rctary o<( iiiUriia. The Senate del 
aa before, in secret M«4ioii, and pas8e< 
"that under the Comttitution and lav 
States, the President hns no power to i 
tory of War, and designate any oth 
fiirm tlie duties of that office ad inUri 

A reeolution proponing to ioipeac 
" for high Crimea and miademennors," 
tlie House Committee on the Judicial 
1867, but it was disagreed to by the 

On the 10th of February, 1868, th 
on Impeachment by the Committee < 
waa,on motion uf Mr. ThnddeuaStcve 
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Comiuittee on Reoonstraotion ; and the oorreBpoudenoe 
between General Grant and President Johnson rela- 
tive to the retirement of the former from the War 
Department, and other papers, were also referred to 
the same Committee, whioh on the 22d of February 
reported a resolution that the President be impeached. 
A similar resolutioni which was rejected in the pre- 
vious November, by a vote of — jeas 57, nays 108, 
was, on the 24th of February, ado]>ted by a vote of — 
yeas 128, nays 47. And on the 2d of March, 1868, 
the quarrel between the President and Congress cul- 
minated in Articles of Impeachment, ''exhibited by 
the House of Representatives of the United States, in 
the name of themselves and all the people of the^ 
United States, against Andrew Johnson, President of 
the United States, in maintenance and support of their 
Impeachment against him for high crimes and misde- 
meanors in o£Sce.'' There were nine articles, with 
specifications. His conduct toward Secretary Stanton 
was first set forth, and he was accused of conspiring 
with ad inierim Thomas, and others, to perpetrate acts 
of great enormity, and to nsurp power not conferred 
by the Constitution siid \avm; and two additional arti- 
cles charged him with making and delivering, on divers 
days and times, with a loud voice, certain intemperate, 
inflammatory, and scandalous harangues; and did 
therein utter loud threats and bitter menaces, as well 
against Congress as the laws of the United States duly 
enacted thereby, amid the cries, jeers, and laughter of 
the multitudes ihen assembled and in hearing,*' whioh 




mmmtmmi^ in liw OaM* Ua^iKiue af ifac Uaind 
Staan. bv mcwm vlwtwf nid Andivw JtAMoa hat 
hnvCM tW kigfa oAee of the PnMcsi ctf' tW Uaind 
StaMM BM eDotempt, riclienk, and dMgnec^ id Am 
inv wi<il of all good ciiuRM, vWfCv Mid Aminw 
IlliinB, PrandeDt of i^ Uniial Scum, did «0HHi^ 
aad WM tiM ud there goili; of ■ bigb ■■dwww 

TW Aitids of Impeacfamtnt wcr igned H ■■ Am 



■n. John A. Binghan, Giofgr & BoM««U, 

F. Wi*M., Benjuiio F. Bui.cr, TbocM Wil- 

Jocn A. Licigan, ukI Tludileu^ Stmo^ mc 

i uana^rs to ec-nduct the ImpeacLiDeiit. 

■M 4th <>f >[»rcii, the artida were md u> tha 

f En- lAe luuta^pn. On the 5in and 6[k, Chtet 

e Cliaw adminisieied the oath to the wiooa 

vben an order was adopted, directing a kud- 

» Andrew Johiwoii, lo £le answer to the aiti- 

Hniable on tha 13th instant. 

PtiaiJeni eoiered an apimnnoe br his eotuisel, 

Scanbcrr, Benjamin R. Curtis, William & 

Tii:iain M. Exerts, and Thooiaa A. B. 

The President asked for fbrtr dan aa iMce*- 

the pfTparaiioo of hi* answer ; but the Senate 

aa Older thai the Pmident file answer on or 

the iJd of UartJi. At that time Ur. Cartia 
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read the answer to the diargee and spedfications, in 
which the President daimed his Constitational rights, 
and denied the premises of his accusers. 

On the 24th of March, the managers presented in 
the House the replication to the answer of the Presi- 
dent — which was adopted. It was quite brief. Thejr 
denied each and every averment, and were ** ready to 
prove that he was guilty of high crimes and misde- 
meanors.*' 

On the same day an order was adopted by the Sen- 
ate that the trial should commence on the dOth, and 
proceed with all convenient dispatch. So, on that 
day the opening argument was made by Manager 
Butler, and then the testimony for the prosecution- 
commenced, and continued till, and induding the 4th 
of April, when an adjournment took place until the 
9th of that month, at the request of the President's 
counsel. April 9th and 10th were occupied by Judge 
Curtis's opening argument for the defence, and in 
presenting testimony. And the proceedings were con- 
tinued until the 16th of May, when a vote was token 
on the last article — guilty 35; not guilty 19; and on 
the 26th of May the second and third articles were 
voted upon, with the same result as on the elevenUi. 

[The last, or e1«T«ntb artiele, ebarged the President with % high 
mitdeneABor for deoUring, in tnbtiniiee, daring liit tpeeoli in 
WMliington, on tlie ISili of August, 186S, thst the tliirtjr-nintli 
Congress was not n eongress nuthoriicd hr the Constitution to 
exoroiso legislntlTo power under the ssae, but, on the eontnrjr. 
was n eongress of only port of the States, thsrebj denying and 
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■itting aa > Court for the trial of Andrew Johnson, 
President of the United States, opon Articles of Im- 
peochmeDt exhibited by the House of Representatives, 
was declared adjourned without day. 

As iocidcnta) to this trial, it may be stated that 
humorous aoconnts were given in the newspn[iers as to 
the manner in which Adjutant-General Thomas en- 
deavored W obtain posaefwion of the War Department, 
when the "eyes of all Delaware were upon him I" 
General Thomas testi5ed that, in his interview with 
Secretary Sunton, " Mr. Stanton turned to me and got 
talking in a familiar manner. I said, 'the next 
time you have me arrested, please do not do it before 
I get something to cat.' I said I had hod nothing to- 
ut or driuk that day. He put his hand around my 
neck, as he sometimeB does, and fan his hand through 
my liair, and turned around to General Schriver and 
said, ' Schriver you have got a bottle there, bring it 
out.* (lAughter.) Schriver unlocked his case, and 
brought out a small vial, containing, I suppose, about 
t Spoonful of whiskey, and Htated at the same time 
that he occasionally took a little for dyspepsia. (Laugh- 
tor.) Mr, StAUton took that and poured it into a 
tumbler and divided it ei^ually, and we drank it to- 
gether." 

Question. — A fair division? 

Answer. — A &ir division, because he held up the 
glasses to the light, and I saw that each had about the 
same, and we each drank. (Laughter.) Presently a 
r osme in with a bottle of whiskey, a full 
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the Senate, the aaid Stontim has not been legally removed 
from his office, hut inasmuch as the said Stanton uas relin- 
quished his place as Senretarj of War, for cause stated in his 
note to the President, therefore, 

**Me»olved, That the Senate adyise and consent to the ap- 
pointment of John H. Schofield to be Secretary of War." 

The Impeachment created moch interest, and full 
aooounts of the proceedings of the trial were tele- 
graphed throughout the country. The Senate cham- 
ber was crowded with spectators. To prevent disor- 
der, tickets of admission were distributed every day, 
through members ot Congress. Of course they were 
in great demand. As to the President, it was said by 
those who were nearest to his person, that from the 
time he was impeached up to the moment of his ao^ * 
quittal, he never had any doubt of a favorable result. 

Some indeed, very many of his political opponents 
-—including men of eminence and influence — insisted 
upon the conviction of the President, as a State neces- 
sity. Tb^ considered him as standing in the way of 
Southern reconstruction, and hence sought to remove 
tlie alleged impediment. Besides, it was claimed by 
not a few, that the Republican party, as they had un- 
dertaken Impeachment, would be seriously damaged 
by a fiulure. The Republican Senators who voted ''not 
guilty,'' were the subjects of stem condemnation, but 
they openly placed their conduct on grounds other 
than tlioee of party. The predictions that the Re- 
publican organisation would suffer by an acquittal of 
the President were not verified. The election of its 
candidates for the Presideni^ and Yice-Presidenoyi 
was secured by two hundred and fourteen* while the 
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€bI J cigblf cketofsl iFoten 

Not outdid the BepoUk 
PtaidcBl, but tbcy abcuvd kni 
hilbsto eiMi Me d faj hit 
tU choir. He wsb gratflj 
hj the TcniiieK»K>ffioe Act, aad the 
ktioo to the amij. The ig^ eCfll eootiwwd. He 
ch en ged none of his opiniooi^ aad eoBtiiiaed to 
hflk^ which the domiiuuit pertjr m jnmfOj 
BOtwithetuidiDg his olgeetioDa. 

Hoo. Heoij Stanberf rengoed hb olliee ef Atlor- 
Mj-Genenl on the 12th of Uereh, IB ofder to deftdl 
thenresidentmi the Impeachment trial, Mr. Secwteiy 
Browning having been the same daj appointed acting 
Attornejr-General. Mr. Stanberf was nominated ftr 
le-ai^ointmenty after the trial ; bat the Senate rgeoled 
him. Hon. William M. Evarts was afterward con- 
firmed as Attorney-General. 

The events of the present Administratioo are too 
icoent to reqoire mention, bejrood what has been al- 
readj stated : and, besides, the intention of the author, 
when he commenced this work, was more espeoiallj to 
deal with occurrences under past AdministntioBSL 
But it may be added, that the President, m his hut 
annual message, 8th of December, 1868, said it again 
became his dutj to call attention to the state of the 
Union, and to its continued disoiganiaed eonditioa 
under the various laws whidi had been passed npoA 
the subject of reconstruetion. '^ It may safely be as- 
he said, ''as an axiom in the goiwnmsnl «f 




Btntes, that the greatest wrongs inflicted upon a peo- 
ple are cnuscd by iinjunt and arbitniry legislation, or 
by the unrelenting dmroes of despotic rulers, and that 
the timely revocation of injurious and opprawive mea^ 
nres i« the greatest good that can be conferred upon a 
nation. The Icgislatoror ruler who has the wisdom and 
magnantmity to retrace his steps, when convinced of 
error, will sooner or later be rewarded with tl)e respect 
and gratitude of an intelligent and patriotio people. 

"Ourownhiatory — although embracing aperiod leu 
than a century — afTords abundant proof that most, if 
not all of our domestic troublps, are directly trace- 
able to violations of the orgnnic law and exrefisiva 
legieUtion. The most striking illufttratinnsof this tact - 
are furnished by the enactments of the pant three years 
npoD the question of reconstruction. After a fair trial, 
they have ■ubatantially failed and proved pernicious 
in their reaulte, and there Acems to be no good rcawn 
why they should longer remain upon the Btatule-boolc." 

Ha concluded his message by saying : " In Congress 
are vested all legislative powers, and upon them de- 
volves the responsibility ai well m for framing unwise 
and exceaiive laws, as for neglecting to devise and 
adopt measures absolutely demanded by the wants of 
the country. Let us earnestly hope that before the 
expiration of our respective terms of service, nOff rap- 
idly drawing to a close, an All-wise Providence will 
BO guide our cDunaels afl to«trengtlien and preserve the 
Federal Union, inspire reverence for the Constitution, 
restore prosperity and happiness to our whole people, 
■od promote " on earth peace, good-will toward men." 
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ml (Arto tks RlwlliaB WM cnsM, will iMond Uak 
Fai^ Tvn >(>> ■ ^**F aad p o i wjfa l party ia tkk 
flontrr dcfRDMcd AidectiM of "a auUtaiyduef- 
taia'HftMghtwitkavillotlic RcpntiKQ; bolamr, 
>alSC8,MatbwlBic>aad powofiU partj look » As 
PrwiJfUfa* ortMr^gmMaMMMiMafydii- 
ODcdnt doMsts aaJ br a firm, jvt eotil ia teiiy pol- 
icT, Mteo ai ^e tbe restonticM of pco y t ily throogboat 
iW nc«ioa iMt iouf ago desolated I7 war. The great 
pablie almdr await ha Inaagnrtl Addma, aad an 
impatient 10 bear hia official BsnoiwataaeM aa Prcai- 
dent of the jwieciplea br whicfa be will be gonnad. 

Tbe fiabuc noK decide wh«tber tbe (mine of ad- 
win imal tw will be of pleaaantne» and peace 

TW pnacnt iocnmbenl, no longer faaiwaed with tfaa 
carei of State and (be .bitteraeaa of party waiftre, will 
retire to ptitate life, and aooa on«e to be tbe objert 
of iBTeetive and complaint. Time, one of our beat 
fiicDda, aoAeDS all aspoitiea; and Ai>dnw Joboaoa 
will, in hia own penoo, naliae thii tralb ; &r when 
ft«(d fron Uw pontion of Prenkni, be will be pcr- 
wlwd to enjoy ibe ealn which will neeeed tbe stonna 
of pawaBB, try which - - - 



CHAPTER XXII. 
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IF Mty one have an opportunity, be will soe by look- 
ing over the newspapers printed a third of n cen- 
tuiy ago, that they contain no tcl^rams. The New 
York papers, which were regarded, even at tliat time, 
as enterprising, rarely contained more than half a 
oolumn of Washington news, CongrcsBional profecdinge 
inolutlod 1 and this was the complexion of all JourDals 
outside of Washington. The number of Washington 
oorrespondenta was small, and even these were poorly 
paid. 1 recollect that, evfn twenty-two years ago, I 
was, for six weeks, the fluly newspaper correspondent 
in Waeiiington. It was tlie fashion for almost, every 
newspaper man to follow the example of the raenibers 
of Congress, anil leave the city st the samo time they 
did. The influx of strangers, which imparted to the 
Metropolis the gayety and enterprise of a city, left it, 
on their eiodus, a mere country town of scattered hab- 
itations. The meeting of Congress wasalwaye regarded 
as a source of new life to tlie almost dying city. 

There was no deficiency of reporters for the " Regis- 
ter of Debates," and the "Congressional Globe," — 
men of fine education and critically expert in their 
profenion. Joscpli Gales, of the " National Intelli- 
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U'aahington. AJtkougb it vnce wli 
FkLered to be a dnnoj' ^sten, — Gan 
WDadCTfoUj np*d kud ■omralc^ Artfai 
u>d John Agg were oM Mcoograplms, I 
unaxingljr laj^ (jiuotUjr of work witli 
tiooa of luDg-bsod, snd ■ Kt of oneoaUi 
ftctcTB. Titcy would ittn frum iJieir pc 
eolamn of Icgvlstire mmuer, which wc 
lietter than tbe Awkwaniljr expntmtd m 
boDOfkble genUefoen m aajnirad what . 
pouBUBci] Iroiii ibeir published lyeechi 
•bort-hand writere, Lacreuiiig in nomb 
time, u the oewapAjter bimtiM* demam 

I miglit, if it were of auffident iotere 
ngniber of aDectloUs connected wiLb n 
mi onljr may euSoe. — 

During a nigbt-MssioD, one of the i 
"National laKUigcDoer," over-fiuigtied 
fell aalerp at his deek, bome member b« 
engaged in makingaspeech. Having re 
with a balf-bour'i unconsaoiunefla, be a 
time another honorable geaUemaa waa 
viewa. The reporter did not individuali 
hia work. The negloct of bis making 
tinctwD of tpetken, led to a very pi 
naMtely, parta of two >peeeh«, differen 
•Mer, having be«a pabliobed ■• cman 
Mme gentlenua I 

In the winter of lg3»-(0, 1 comau 
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the "Globe" corps of reporterB. Lund Wuhiagtou 
uid Williun W. Curran were my BMociate reporters 
in the Houeo of Reprcsciitativee. At that time they 
were engaged in a controversy with Waddy Thompeoo, 
Ik member of Congress from South Carolina. He hod 
mode a groes attack upon them, and perltajv threat- 
ened them with personal chastisement; the result wa^ 
Curran armed himself with a knife and Washington 
with a big stick. They K^larly took their seats — 
it was iu the old hall — and in their leisure niomcntfi 
watehed the movements uf Waddy Thompwn, whose 
pkt/tique was alarming, and whoso spirit was thought 
to be like that of the fiery Hotspur. 

Thus things went on for scvcml weeks. The re- • 
porters, almost every day, published cards, or notes 
to the proceedings, about the quarrel. This, fortu- 
nately, came to an honorable conrlusion. Mr. Thomp- 
son, finding that tiiey Icfl out his name from print, 
and fiiiled to notice him in the Congrcssioual proceed- 
ings, no more than if he were not a member of the 
House, sought an opportunity to make the amtnde 
honorabfe, hy publicly apologising,' in his place, for 
his conduct toward these gentlemen. The long knife 
and the big stick were then lefl at home, for the war 
was at an end. 

Numerous instances might be cited of " contempt" 
of the privileges of the House: one will be sufficient. 
Early in January, 1667, a committee was appointed 
to inTcstigate the oliarge that a oomipt combination 
existed among members of the House, for the purpose 
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of pMBii^ or preventing legislalioiL The inquert wm 
praiieiled upon s Washington letter and aooompenj* 
ing editorial article, in the New York ^ Times,'' sop- 
ported in the House by Mr. Fdne, of North GsroUna, 
who certified that a corrupt proposilioD had besa 
BMde to him hy a fellow-member, in oonneotion with 
one of the very measures named in the fumes'* 

The first import from the ** Oormption Oommittee'' 
was made by Mr. Qrr, who, without referring to the 
attsodant circumstances, simply announced that during 
the progress of the investigation, th^ had summoned 
as a witness Mr. James W. Simonton, the ^Timea'' 
oorrespondeiit, and propounded to him the questions 
''You stated that certain members had approached 
you and desired to know if they could not, through 
you, procure money for their votes on certain bills i 
will you state who these members were?'' 

Mr. Simonton replied : ** I cannot^ without a viola- 
tion of confidence, than which I would rather sufler 
anything, I do not decline in order to screen any 
member: my declination is based upon my own con* 
vicdon of duty." 

The Committee urged that Mr. Simonton was a 
material witness; though th^ fiuled to state what 
fully appeared subsequently, to wit: that he dis* 
claimed, at the outset, any personal knowledge of oor* 
ruption, but justified the '^ moral convictions'' whioh 
had inspired his charges, by directing the Committee 
to witnesses who did testify from perMinal knowledge 
of corrupt transactions. 
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Upon motion of Mr. On, a resolution was adopted 
directing the 8ergeant-at4urma to take Mr. Simon- 
ton into ooBtodjy and bring him to the bar of the 
House, to answer for contempt. Mr. Simonton, being 
present on the floor, instantly surrendered himself, 
and was brought ** to the bar/' taking a position in 
the main aisle, claiming to be heard in his own de- 
fence, and declaring his readiness to respond at once 
to the charge o£ contempt. An exciting debate having 
resulted in a vote granting him permission to speak, 
Mr. Simonton proceeded, in a clear tone of voice, 
calmly and firmly, but respectfully, to vindicate his 
oourse. He dted the debate on ordering the investi- 
gation to prove that it was upon Mr. Paine's 8tatcK~ 
ment, and not upon the scouted letter of the *' Times'' 
correspondent, that the House had acted in ordering 
an investigation. He denied the right of the House 
to deprive him of his liberty for refusing to violate 
his honorable obligations,— claiming that he had in- 
fiacted no statute in accepting the confidence that he 
now presented, and that he stood protected by the 
constitutional provision guaranteeing the citisen against 
deprivation of liberty, except by '*due process of law." 
He urged that it was in the direct line of his profes- 
sional duty to receive communications confidentially ; 
that he had the right, in the absence of a law forbid- 
ding it, to pledge secrecy in regard to statements to be 
made to him, and thai the House could not, hyegpod 
/ado legislationi deprive him of that right, or force 
him to break the seal. He denied thai he had voAin* 
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hered any reference to the oonildential interviewt in 
qaestioni or that he had made ohaigee against indi« 
vidua] memben which rendered it incumbent upon 
him to violate his plighted fiuth. Being morally con- 
vinced that corruption existed in the House^ he had 
denounced it| in discharge of his du^ as a member 
of the press. While he had stated to the Oommittee, 
under oath, that he had no perKmal knowledge of cor- 
ruptiooi (which would have made him parUcqm crimi' 
msy) he had named to th«n witneeacs who had pcr> 
sonal knowledge, and whose evidence, when disdoeed 
to the House, would justify his ^ moral convictions.'' 
He further urged that even if he would disclose the 
names demanded, he had no corroborative proof re* 
garding the conversations, and that the only effect of 
the discloeure would be to cover with suspicion where 
it would be impossible to convict. While he had no 
desire to stand in antagonism to the House, he de- 
clared that he must judge for himself what du^ de- 
manded of him, and that he should pursue the path 
of duty, according to the convictions of his own con- 
sdenoe, to the end. 

An exciting debate followed. It was soon under- 
stood among members, that evidence had already been 
elicited, tending to disgrace several of their number, 
and a sort of panic seised a majority of the House, each 
man seeming to fear that he might be suspected of tiy- 
ing to cover up corruptions, if he should ikil to vote 
for whatever the ^'Corruption Committee'' might ask* 
Under this pressure, the House adopted a resolutiooi 
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ordering Mr. SimootoD again into custody, there to 
remota until purged of his " conlempL" A joiat reso- 
lution was also rushed through, making the refusal to 
anevrer int«rrogatnriee of an Investigating Committee 
B misdemeanor, punishable by a jfear's imprisonroeat, 
and a fine of one thousand dollars. In tlie Senate, an 
effort was made to check this haatjr legislation. Sena- 
tor Hale, of New Hampshire, earnestly opposed this 
scheme as unwise, insular, and sure to fail. Mr. 
Seward, of New York, and others, doubted its policy. 
But the power of Mr. Orr'a Committee was domin- 
ating, and the Joint Resolution became a law. 

Mr. Simonton, when bniught up for re-exam i nation 
under the new lanr, promptly announced that he would~" 
aeva answer the suspended question, and firmly maio- 
tained his position! Many of his friends, including 
his counsel, Hon. Re\er<ly Johnson — all of whom 
feared that tlie penalty of imprisonment would be vis- 
ited upon him if he persisted — urged him to answer 
the question, assuring him that he was entitled to throw 
upon Congress the responsibility of such answer, and 
ite consequences. He replied, " that it was a question 
of personal honor, in regard to which no one could 
judge BO well as himself, and he resolutely refused to 
deviate from his convictions of duty," Afler being 
held three weeks in custody of the Sergeant-at-orms, 
Mr. Simooton was liberated under an order of the 
House, the Committee reporting that tliey liod "no 
further questions to put to the witness," but omitting 
to slate that the witness had not purged himself of the 
" contempt " Ibr which be wu arrested. 
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Dioiitioii ; ftnd besides, the joonials have doubled their 
proportions within the last fourth of a oenturj. 

In December, 1863| the Hon. Schujler Col&x was 
elected Speaker of the House of Representatives. As 
he was the first journalist ever elected to that poeitioni 
the newspaper correspondents of all parties signalized 
Ihe event by a dinner in his honor, and as indicative 
of the high esteem in which th^ held his character as 
a man. He made an appropriate response to the toast 
in which he was complimented. The miyority of the 
House, at the next two Con g r e s se s, re-elected him 
to that office. 

On the last occasion, the Hon. William E. Robinson, 
though of the opposite political party, voted for him^ 
as a mark' of respect for a brother journalist. The 
higher honor of Vice-President will soon be enjoyed 
by the popular Speaker. 



Before the introduction of illuminating gas into the 
CS^>itol, the old hall of the House of Representatives 
(as well as that of the Senate,) was lighted with oil, 
from a mammoth chandelier, suspended from thecdling. 
About half-past eleven o'clock, one morning, before the 
meeting of the House, the rope broke, and down came 
the chandelier, which was shivered oonsiderably. Sev- 
eral members were at their desks near by at the time, 
but none hurt They were, however, much frightened. 

Hon. James A. Pearce, of Maryland, while sitting 
in his place, in the Senate, was injured by the accidental 
fiJlii^ of a parasol upon his head, point downward* 
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The ladj to whom it bdonged oompied s sett direciljr 
over the honorable gentlenuui. Coosidenble eommo- 
tion was cauaed by the occarreDoe. The prooeedinga 
of the bodj were for a time intermptod, and the Sena- 
tor bled proAiaely. 

I have only an indiatioct reooUectioo of an interest- 
ing colloquy between Webster and Oalhoan, which 
took place a good while ago. I wish I knew where I 
could readily find the report But thia I recollect: 
Mr. Calhoun .had vaunted himself on the support 
which he had given to the late war between the United 
States and Great Britain, — usually known as the war 
of 1812,— and he charged Daniel Webster with a 
want of patriotism in that contest. Mr. Webster 
asked for " the proo&" Mr. Calhoun said he could 
produce them — but ** not now." It was then that 
Mr. Webster rose from his seat, like a lion in his 
strength, and proceeding to the nearest passage-way 
between the desks, walked several steps. He stood 
there a few moments — the grand central figure of the 
scene ; and then broke the silence, in slow and meas- 
ured tones, by alluding to the charge of the opposing 
giant. He was unwilling this contest should remain 
unsettled. He desired the issue should be decided with- 
out delay. ** Not now," repeated the South Carolinian. 
'* Yes," exclaimed Webster, in his loudest voice, and 
in ft gprand, defiant manner, extending his hand toward 
Mr. Calhoun, ''now's the day, and now's the hour. 
Let the Senator make good his accusation." The 
South Carolinian was not, however, ready to do so. • 
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Mr. Webster was alwa^rs a bright object of attack 
from the parfy opposed to him. I remember that the 
Democrats were savagelj severe on him, for saying 
that rather than the Constitation of the United States 
should be violated, he would prefer seeing the British 
battering at the gates of the Oapitol. ' 

One daji the Hon. Joshua R. Oiddings, under his 
privilq;e as a memberi brought two meu with him 
into the hall of the House of Representatives. They 
were respectable in appearance ; and one of them had 
a dergymanio look. Suspicion was at once excited. 
More than one Southern man thought that the visitors 
had a dash of black blood in their veins, and besides, 
it was discovered that their hair was a little wiry^^ 
Such an introduction into the hall had never before 
been made, nor since. The doorkeeper undertook to 
enforce the rules, called Mr. Oiddings aside, and 
whispered to him something on the subject, whereupon 
Mr. Oiddings, answering the little doorkeeper with a 
smile, conducted his friends from the hall. 

The greatest nuisance connected with the House of 
Representatives is the time set apart ''for debate only." 
It simply means that members may read speeohesy 
which they often do, in low and monotonous tones, 
and not unfrequently so inaudibly that the reporters 
in the galleries cannot even hear what are the subjects 
of their discourse. Such an arrangement does not rise 
even to the respectability of a moot-court 

The Hon. Thomas H. Benton did not alwa^ make 
use ^e^gaoit language. During the bank disoussion, 
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Fur the first time in the history of Congress, when 
the House of Representatives met on the 4th of Jaly, 
1861| pursuant to the proclamation of President Lin- 
coluy they found National flags festooned over the 
Speaker's ohair. Colonel John W. Forney, Clerk, of 
the House, directed this to be done. He was at that 
session elected Secretary of the Senate. Soon, there- 
after, he called the clerks and employes together, made 
them a brief speech, and proposed they all take the 
oath of loyalty. Several refused to do so, and went 
South, in aid of the rebellion. 

Several years before the death of Henry Clay, an 
artist, whose name I do not remember, painted his 
portrait, at the National Hotel, in this city. I was' 
invited to see it -^ not because I was an art-critic, but 
for the reason that I was oonnected with the press. 
The limner had just laid down his pencil, having 
given the picture the finishing touch, and ''old Harry'' 
had Just completed his last sitting. When I went 
into the room, the artist was congratulating himself 
on his success; — ''I think, Mr. Clay, I have you, 
sure enough." Mr. Clay was not yet ready to pro- 
nounce judgment on the work, so he turned to me, 
and asked what I thought of it. " Fll have to com- 

. pare it with yourself," I replied, ''therefore you'll 
excuse me for examining your features so minutely, in 
order that I may make the comparison." '' Certainly, 
certainly," said Mr. Clay, in the most generous man- 
ner. Really, I thought I had seen better pictures of 

*^ Mr. Clay, as well as worse; and rqpulated my ''criti- 
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Od tiie 31u of October, IMl, 
Soott retired iroai the fwrnmeyiA o£ tbc mrmT. 
nid io his leuer to the PrendcBt, tbot ibr 
three Ttain be bad beeo piMMe, from a bert, to 
A bone, and eoold wmlk oolj a 
svaxpcome of drops;^ and Tcrti^ admnniahed 
tbot rcpoae of mind and bodj, witb —edirine, 
DeoeeBarj to «ld a little more to a life alreadj 
tncted berood the o«ial 9pan of man. In eood 
be expremed the bope that "tbe onoatiifml and 
rebetlioQ against a good govemaMot" woaU 




He 



Thea^aod 



ijoat 

be 



The Preaideot, io repir, paid a bigb eomplioMBt to 
bii braverj aad Taloable aerrioea, ia bebalf of bia 
eooDtnr ; accepted bii reRgnatioii, and oadeied bim to 
be pkoed oo tbe liat of retired 
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• Tlie scene at the Cabinet meeting was very aflcot* 
ing. The correspondence between Seoretary-of-War 
CSameron and General Scott was read ; and the latter 
wepty when the President, in a brief address, alluded 
to that part of it relating to his retirement; the terms 
being so kind as to toach deeply the old hero's heart. 

The President and Cabinet shook him wannly by 
the hand on that memorable occasion. 

Secretary Cameron accompanied Lieutenant-General 
ScoU to New York. 

On the breaking out of the rebellion, the Virginia 
Convention appointed a committee to wait upon Lien- 
tenant-Gcneral Scott, and. tender him the command 
of the military forces of Virginia in the stmggle. 

General Scott received the chairman of the com- 
mittee kindly, listened to him patiently, and then said 
to him, " I have served my country under the flag of 
the Union for more than fifty years, and, as long as 
God permits me to live, I will defend the flag with 
my sword, even if my native State shall assail it.'' 

Major-General McCIellan was appointed to com- 
mand the armies, and issued an order announcing this 
fiwst. He also alluded to the distinguished chief, in 
words of admiration and profound respect. 

Many persons, including army officers, called upon 
him in the way of congratulation. 

During the contest for the speakership, which re- 
sulted in the election of Mr. Pennington, Mr. Stevens, 
of Pennsylvania, gravely rose to '' a personal matter." 
<« It is well known,'' ha said, '< that I departed from 



1 nlc «f ofatTiag p«i 



()fr. Gilmr.) TUit hat nqoi 
H I M* bvm ttw paper I Mod 
barmL 

T^ pMJifiBg officer aud, d 
|«pcr it priatid ta Gwn, and 
it. i.Gi«t kwghitr.) 

Ur. StevEM tbM nnarked, 
Ri«Mrb ntil tbe Oerk «« rcM 

Wbcn, m 18«a, Ur. B«r&^ 
» A M wiber of Um Hoh^ 1 
ftnd molaiion, m fellowi : 

~ WnM, iW ku«dm af Svdiaii 




M Skidiui M ■ tnt-tiMea mitmom.'' 
Oi|}«(«Mii having been oukIc 

6arliii^«n« vitbdrew h, sad 

•grMd to br lb« HouM. 

Hr. Bariiagaaie, o«tng to Ui 

Mwl«n<d hiniMlf nnpopoUr villi 

B«aS wkicfa vH duiadiaed to 

imtx to Ytenu, aAer bbc Pra 

Un. TUi 
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Burlingamei who, in the summer of 1868, came to 
Washing^D in oomiiany with two Chinese prinoes, 
and a full saite, as Envoj-Extraordinaiy and Minis* 
ter-PIenipotentiary from the Celestial Kingdooii duly 
accredited to all the treaty powers. Austria's oppo- 
sition to him threw him into the channel jrhich bore 
him to his present high position. 

On the 14th of May, 1860| three Japanese ambas- 
sadors arrived here, and were received with due honors. 
They were under the escort of Commodore Dupont 
and Captains D. D. Porter and Sydney Smith Lee, 
of the navy, with Dr. C. F. Maodonald (now the 
chief of the Money-Order Bureau of the Post-Office De- 
partment) as Seoretary, and Mr. Portman Interpreter. 
These gentlemen were very oourtteus to ** the press,'' 
and gave every fiuality to obtain information concern- 
ing the Japanese; I mention this as an instance of 
due appreciation of reporters and correspondents. 

I presume that all Japanese doctors have their 
beads shaved, for, when a Methodist preacher, whose 
pate was hairless, was introduced to the physicians of 
the Japanese embassy, they shouted out ''Doctor! 
doctor f and rushed forward to shake him by the 
hand. Congress voted fifty thousand dollars to pay 
their expenses as the guests of the Government. 
Secretary Seward, as with the Chinese embassy, gave 
the Japanese a splendid entertainment This gentle- 
man never fitiled, on such occasions, to make a good 
impression on distinguished foreign visitors in the 
eirtension fd bis hospitalities* 
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ASD TDIKOB AT WAHHtKOI 

T)i« diatiagi]ub«d prioces broaght 
titaty D«gota&t«d with the JapanfM C 
Commodore Perrj. It was ■ large c 
heavy cue, and was carried to their ]oAg 
of u> omnibiu. Oar Govennnent pa 
pennes of the embaaey. 

Ford'» Theatre, ia which President 1 
aaMioated, was fomierljr a church. A 
aination, Secretaiy StantAO made a p 
rangcmeiit for \U purchaae, for one huD 
dollan, which sum Congreea appropriau 
iog waa then remodelled^ and b now a 
Gaverameut Army Medical Mnaeum. 

Hon, Tbaddeua Stevens died at aboi 
the 12th of AuguBt, 1868, at hia rcsidi 
Hill, in thia ci^. Hia nephews, Sima 
Thaddeus Stevens, Jr. ; hia honaekeepc 
Mr. J. ScoU Pattereon, of the loterio 
Sisters Lorella and Genevieve, of Pr 
pital, and the servants of hia houaeho 
bedside during his last moments. H 
calmly and qnletly, without a atruggl 
announced bis views with boldnete, aoi 
viled the ooneequeoces. 

Hon. Silas Wright, Senator from 14 
distinguished as mach for his oourtei 
manners, oa for bis great intellectual po 
During an exciting discussion, Hon. I 
kins Leigh, of Virginia, who was 0| 
Wright in politics, undertook to to 
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poring thai he woaM bear the anprovoked ill-treat- 
nient with silence. Mr. Wright quieted the gentle- 
man bj deliberatelj informing him Uiat he would not 
enter into a personal quarrel in the Senate, but would, 
outside the diamber, give him any satisfaction he de- 
rired. 

In 1842, Mr. Joshua B. Oiddings, of Ohio, after 
having been expelled from the House for an ezpres- 
rion of his views on the subject of slavery, was promptly 
returned to his seat by his constituents. In- a subse- 
quent speech, he said t " I will not speak of tlie time 
when Dawson, of Louisiana, drew a bowie-knife for 
• my assassination. I was afterward speaking with 
r^rd to a certain transaction in which negroes were 
concerned in Georgia, when Mr. Black, of Georgia, 
raising his bludgeon, and standing in front of my seat, 
said to me, * If you repeat that language again, I will 
knock you down.' It was a solemn moment for me. 
I had never been knocked down, and having some 
curiosity upon that subject, I repeated the language. 
Then Mr. Dawson, of Louisiana, the same who had 
drawn the bowie-knife, placed his hand on his pocket, 
and said, with an oath, which I will not repeat, that 
be would shoot me, at the same time cooking the pis- 
tol, so that all around roe could hear the click.'' 

In April, 1844, John Quincy Adams presented to 
the House the camp-chest of General George Wash- 
ington, used by him during the Revolutionary war, 
and bequeathed to Congress by the late William & 
Winder. Ao equally interesting event was the pre* 
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-(inclucling Keitt and Miles, of South GaroliDa) sought 
to have sport with two Irish laborers, who were haul- 
ing a small cart of building-material. ''They make 
horses of you/' said one of the members. "That's 
true, gentlemen/' was the response, "but we are not 
quite as bad as them jackasses in yonder Capitol.'' 
The Congp-essmen were silenced, and passed on to the 
Hall of Representatives. 

The " Bird of Liberfy" was formerly a favorite 
theme with members of Congress. The eagle, so 
poetically described by Mr. Bedinger, from the Har- 
per's Ferry district^ was characterised by a western 
member as a turkey-buzzard, which Mr. Bedinger in- 
dignantly denied. There was no way of settling'the 
dispute. The eagle of Mr. Williamson B. W. Cobb, 
of Alabama, was of wonderful dimensions. He said 
thai it rested its fJMt on the highest peak of the Rocky 
Mountains, drank from the Pacific Ocean, and, at the 
same time, laid the egg of annexation in the island 
ofCubal 
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